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160 Part Six

6. Notwithstanding the preceding paragraphs:
(a) this Treaty shall not apply to the Faeroe Islands;

(b) this Treaty shall not apply to the Sovereign Base Areas of the United Kingdom of Great
Britain and Northern Ireland in Cyprus;

(c) this Treaty shall apply to the Channel Islands and the Isle of Man only to the extent
necessary to ensure the implementation of the arrangements for those islands set out in the
Treaty concerning the accession of new Member States to the European Economic
Community and to the European Atomic Energy Community signed on 22 January 1972.

Article 300 (ex Article 228)

1.  Where this Treaty provides for the conclusion of agreements between the Community
and one or more States or international organisations, the Commission shall make recommen-
dations to the Council, which shall authorise the Commission to open the necessary
negotiations. The Commission shall conduct these negotiations in consultation with special
committees appointed by the Council to assist it in this task and within the framework of such
directives as the Council may issue to it.

In exercising the powers conferred upon it by this paragraph, the Council shall act by a
qualified majority, except in the cases where the first subparagraph of paragraph 2 provides
that the Council shall act unanimously.

2. Subject to the powers vested in the Commission in this field, the signing, which may be
accompanied by a decision on provisional application before entry into force, and the
conclusion of the agreements shall be decided on by the Council, acting by a qualified
majority on a proposal from the Commission. The Council shall act unanimously when the
agreement covers a field for which unanimity is required for the adoption of internal rules and
for the agreements referred to in Article 310.

By way of derogation from the rules laid down in paragraph 3, the same procedures shall
apply for a decision to suspend the application of an agreement, and for the purpose of estab-
lishing the positions to be adopted on behalf of the Community in a body set up by an
agreement based on Article 310, when that body is called upon to adopt decisions having legal
effects, with the exception of decisions supplementing or amending the institutional
framework of the agreement.

The European Parliament shall be immediately and fully informed on any decision under this
paragraph concerning the provisional application or the suspension of agreements, or the
establishment of the Community position in a body set up by an agreement based on
Article 310.

3. The Council shall conclude agreements after consulting the European Parliament, except
for the agreements referred to in Article 133(3), including cases where the agreement covers a
field for which the procedure referred to in Article 251 or that referred to in Article 252 is
required for the adoption of internal rules. The European Parliament shall deliver its opinion
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within a time-limit which the Council may lay down according to the urgency of the matter.
In the absence of an opinion within that time-limit, the Council may act.

By way of derogation from the previous subparagraph, agreements referred to in Article 310,
other agreements establishing a specific institutional framework by organising cooperation
procedures, agreements having important budgetary implications for the Community and
agreements entailing amendment of an act adopted under the procedure referred to in
Article 251 shall be concluded after the assent of the European Parliament has been obtained.

The Council and the European Parliament may, in an urgent situation, agree upon a
time-limit for the assent.

4. When concluding an agreement, the Council may, by way of derogation from paragraph
2, authorise the Commission to approve modifications on behalf of the Community where the
agreement provides for them to be adopted by a simplified procedure or by a body set up by
the agreement; it may attach specific conditions to such authorisation.

5. When the Council envisages concluding an agreement which calls for amendments to
this Treaty, the amendments must first be adopted in accordance with the procedure laid
down in Article 48 of the Treaty on European Union.

6. The Council, the Commission or a Member State may obtain the opinion of the Court of
Justice as to whether an agreement envisaged is compatible with the provisions of this Treaty.
Where the opinion of the Court of Justice is adverse, the agreement may enter into force only
in accordance with Article 48 of the Treaty on European Union.

7. Agreements concluded under the conditions set out in this Article shall be binding on the
institutions of the Community and on Member States.

Article 301 (ex Article 228a)

Where it is provided, in a common position or in a joint action adopted according to the
provisions of the Treaty on European Union relating to the common foreign and security
policy, for an action by the Community to interrupt or to reduce, in part or completely,
economic relations with one or more third countries, the Council shall take the necessary
urgent measures. The Council shall act by a qualified majority on a proposal from the
Commission.

Article 302 (ex Article 229)

It shall be for the Commission to ensure the maintenance of all appropriate relations with the
organs of the United Nations and of its specialised agencies.

The Commission shall also maintain such relations as are appropriate with all international
organisations.



