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Conference to launch the EEA/Norwegian Financial Mechanisms

Prague, 2 March 2005

Conference report

(Report issued by conference co-ordinator: Innovation Norway)

More than 200 Czech and Norwegian participants assembled in Prague 2 March 2005 to discuss co-operation and areas of mutual interest. While the Memoranda of Understanding were signed last fall, this conference marked the launch of the two Financial Mechanisms in the Czech Republic. A wide range of topics was introduced through seven sessions:

1. Framework, Systems and Methods for Environmental Monitoring (of water, soil, air and climate changes)

2. Sustainable production and consumption

3. Cooperation within Research and development

4. Biodiversity and Nature Protection
5. Cultural Heritage as a Springboard for Local Sustainable Development              

6. Sustainable production and consumption – Sustainable Energy

7. Sustainable production and consumption – Sustainable Food Industry and Regional Economic Development

The conference provided a platform for networking and cooperation between more than 200 participants from both the private and public sector in the Czech Republic and Norway. A number of areas relevant for the implementation of the financial mechanisms were discussed.

The conference was arranged in the form of a joint opening session, followed by 7 parallel sessions covering issues given priority in the Czech Republic and reflected in the framework agreements (MOUs) signed with Norway and EFTA.

At the plenary session, Deputy Minister Kim Traavik, Ministry of Foreign Affairs and his Czech colleagues, Deputy Minister Mr. Vladimír Müller, Ministry of Foreign Affairs and Deputy Minister Mr. Jan Málek, Ministry of Finance all underlined that the financial mechanism would be an important vehicle to help strengthening the bilateral ties between Norway and the Czech Republic and facilitate contacts and pave the way for co-operation between the business communities, civil society and local and regional authorities in the two countries.

Representatives from the Czech National Focal Point and the Financial Mechanisms Office (FMO) in Brussels informed participants about aspects related to future applications, the status of implementation in the Czech Republic and the role of the FMO.

During the 7 parallel sessions on specific issues, a large number of Czech and Norwegian experts gave presentations as introduction to discussions between participants. The sessions were attended by a number of people ranging from 30 up to 90.  Find below brief summaries from the different sessions.

Session 1: Framework, Systems and Methods for Environmental Monitoring (of water, soil, air and climate changes)

This session discussed the national and international framework for environmental monitoring, the use and dissemination of environmental data in Norway and the Czech Republic and systems and methods of environmental monitoring. It was underlined that monitoring data are of strategic importance to support actions and measures in the field of environment. Contamination of the food chain is still a problem in the Czech Republic and monitoring show that the level of PAHs, PCBs and some other chemicals is to high in some types of food.

The effects of international agreements on acidification and eutrofication of soil and water in the Czech Republic were also discussed. The main conclusion was that despite the reduction of sulphur and nitrogen emissions, sensitive ecosystems have not yet recovered satisfactorily. The experts agreed that further cooperation and exchange of information in this field would be useful. 

Session 2: Sustainable production and consumption:

Participants were informed about the Sustainable Consumption and Production Strategy of the Czech Republic and got examples from current practice. The Czech strategy takes into consideration the consumption of:

· TIME (for work, social life, private life) 

· SPACE (for nature, plants, animals,man, urban) 

· MATERIALS (raw materials, renewables)

· FOOD (= space for food production)

· ENERGY (for houses, production, transport)

· MOBILITY (walk, bike, car, bus, train, plane..)

· INFORMATION (education, entertainment) 

The goal is to identify sustainable commercially viable projects in the Czech Republic, This work also has links to the ongoing work in the EU.

This session also discussed the question of cleaner production and environmental technology. The main conclusion was that close contacts with local environmental authorities about keeping up with the best available practise of cleaner technology and cooperation between companies with supplementing technologies are important factors in order to achieve results on cleaner production..

Session 3: Cooperation within Research and development

 

The research session gathered participants from central research institutes, universities, scientific associations, Ministries and research funding agencies from both countries.  
 
Based on the ongoing cooperation presented at the seminar, the participants expressed their interest and support for increased research cooperation between the two countries both in bilateral collaboration as well as joint cooperation through the EU research and development framework programmes, (FP6 and FP7).
 
The session recommended the following thematic topics as candidates for more detailed follow-up:
1. Environmental protection 

2. Cultural heritage 
3. Health  and  medicine   

4. Childcare and children’s living conditions 

5. Energy  -  renewable energy 

6. Research based innovation – closer cooperation between academia and industry
The Czech Norwegian research cooperation was also seen in a broader perspective. In addition to developing cooperation to utilise the EEA/Norwegian Financial Mechanisms, the cooperation was considered fruitful for applying for funds from the EU framework programmes as well as applying for national funding in Norway and Czech Republic for bilateral cooperation.
Session 4: Biodiversity and Nature Protection
Two main topics were discussed during this session: 1) Implementation of international obligations in the Czech Republic and Norway, and 2) Environment-friendly forestry certification. 

As regards international obligations participants discussed project possibilities related to CBD implementation, classification of habitat biodiversity, and drawing on Norwegian experiences in restoration of degraded areas (particularly in wetlands and bogs). Other possible collaborative areas might include the protection of natural forests, including their natural biodiversity, protection of watercourses and lakes, as well as protection of endangered fauna and flora, possibly with focus on migration barriers.

Concerning forestry certification, the possibility of closer collaboration between and harmonisation of different systems was discussed. The main conclusion was that it might be difficult to harmonise two different systems at the international level now, but that this should not be seen as an obstacle to try to approach each other at the national level

Verification and revisions of methodology was also discussed, both related to the forest certification systems and related to the research on and monitoring of biodiversity in general.

Session 5: Cultural Heritage as a Springboard for Local Sustainable Development              

The session on cultural heritage discussed questions such as impacts of cultural heritage on (social) local development, the ideology of conservation and protection of wooden constructions. 

Participants agreed that the preservation of the cultural heritage is to a large extend based on common ideas, and that this is a good starting point for developing future projects under the Financial Mechanisms. All proposed cooperation is based on the idea of added value, which opens possibilities for meaningful implementation and ensures the sustainability of the projects after completion.

Representatives of the institutions from both national and regional levels, as well as representatives of the local communities and NGOs underlined the importance of the priorities set out in the MOUs on cultural heritage. Participants also agreed that there is a need to follow-up this conference with a workshop dealing only with Cultural Heritage.
Session 6: Sustainable production and consumption – Sustainable Energy

This session focused on sustainable energy development and the ways to develop new commercial energy projects. Similarities and differences between Norway and the Czech Republic as regards the energy supply situation were pointed out and the most important technologies were presented and put into the context of possible future projects. The conclusion was that there is potential for future cooperation. It was also underlined that energy alternatives could be a driving force for sustainable regional development.

Another issue discussed was the EU emission trading scheme and the energy efficiency opportunities through the joint implementation mechanism. 

The overall conclusion from the discussions on the different issues was that it’s already now possible to identify areas for possible future cooperation, e.g. small hydropower stations and bio-energy.

Session 7: Sustainable production and consumption – Sustainable Food Industry and Regional Economic Development

Participants discussed whether the EEA financial mechanisms could contribute to making the Czech food and drink industry more sustainable. What are the challenges? Can we meet these better by cooperating? Aspects of regional development and cooperation in economic development were also discussed.

The EU requirements are challenges to the Czech food industry and the importance of close cooperation between companies and locale and regional authorities was underlined during the discussion. Another important aspect is to make use of the local resources of agricultural production in an efficient way. 

As regards regional economic development, the concept of business parks was presented as a possible model for helping new companies and to create employment. In relation to employment, a project on young entrepreneurs was also presented.

 

