Summary of the project: 

Forest Management for Environmental Services

The economies in the Nordic and neighbouring countries vary in the degree that they are dependent upon primary, secondary, or tertiary production. Accordingly, the importance of different forest functions also varies, and in many localities it is the environmental services such as landscape buffering, recreation, protection of water quality or special biotopes, which are valued highest. In many cases it is also tertiary production of the service sector, which is expected to provide the greatest potential for economic growth. The forward thinking forester should, therefore, seek the knowledge and tools which enable a pro-active production and marketing of those environmental services which are in highest demand.

As we see it, the heart of forest management is the choice of silvicultural systems and regeneration treatments. These choices have a dominating influence upon stand structure, ground vegetation and water chemistry, which are the basic building blocks for environmental services. However, the development of forest management practices must take into account both production conditions and the accompanying social and economic framework in order to find sustainable solutions. Because of their effect upon labour requirements and the economic result the technical methods required to accomplish these treatments are an integral part of the solution.

This project proposes, therefore to make an interdisciplinary analysis of the influence of alternative forest management upon regeneration, vegetation development, and water chemistry, towards the goal of an increased production of environmental services. 
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