Why did I choose this assignment?( make clear to me, lots of info, difficult)

Intro

What is Americanism? Americanisation?

Adapting US culture throughout the world. WHY?

America`s position. Has it CHANGED since 17th century?

Common identity. Is it possible to create?

Ethnicity:

Mass immigration for a long time.

 Diversity. (people culture, languages)

WASP majority……….WASP cultural domination

Melting Pot  Assimilation    Civil rights     Adapting

Salad Bowl    Integration     Accepting roots

The Dressing   Focus on common ground

Immigrants usually want to become a true American and will try to forget their origin, not realistic, and need to accept differences

History:

 Old world:        Class-society and aristocracy, colonies and the empire, religious persecution, poverty and war.

New world:     Puritans. Abandon old sinful ways. Vision of living like God told. New values: , classless, education for all,freedom, equality.

Isolationism: War of Independence, fear of England, restrictive foreign policy

Interventionism:  Political and economical expansion, industrial revolution, need for new markets, Circumstances forced forward an aggressive foreign policy. 

WWI: “to make the world safe for democracy”1917, defender of democracy, a notion that has prevailed 20thcent

20s/30s: More isolationism, roaring twenties and depression.

WWII: Began neutral, pearl harbor, allied. Emerged on international scene as Superior, freedom, democracy, 

After 1945: Establish NATO;UN , US plays a powerful part, money advanced technology.

Cold war: Technology, money, superior

The World Policeman:   Only superpower.A role much discussed and criticised , Superpower or freedom fighter.

Identity: 

Variety and diversity

Focus on what is common for everyone What is common?  WASP ideals dominate. What binds together

Common ground = Dressing

Inividuality, being self sufficient. Paradox. Common ground is being individualistic

A dream a fantacy: Abstract

The American dream:

The new world  needed a new man. A notion of going from rags to riches.

Everyone has opportunity for success, just work hard and believe in himself and his country. In America your background does not count.

A force that drives the American people and in other parts of the world.

 More hands on elements that bind together:

Education:

The great americaniser

Public, for everyone, classless society

Provide a sense of belonging, common ground

School sysytem used intentionally to create commom ground and identity, Puritan idea

Communication: Teaches language, English

Glorification of Am. History and civics

Pledge allegiance

More common ground than quality education.

Emphasises individualism(electives) and finding common ground( focus on dressing)

Media:

TV biggest  18000 compared to 11000

Education, entertainment……. An extension of the school system.

. Americanize America and the rest of the world

Tv , film music is exported to Europe,Asia

Powerful

The fourth branch of power good(education,Americanisation)bad(manipulation)

Reinforces American culture in America and outside

Conclusion:

