Report on the European seminar on ICT in Education

Place: Stord/Haugesund College, Norway

Dates: 23. - 30. June 2002
Language on the seminar: English

Project coordinator: Harald Haugen
Project organizer: Birgit Bratseth

Reasons for attending

As a member of a research four member team in Teacher Training Faculty, Belgrade I will be doing a research on Distance Education Development in Serbia. Ministry of Science, Technologies and Development, Republic of Serbia is supporting this research named: Center for Media Research and Distance Education Development – prospective model. 

The main goal of the project is to contribute to the improvement of teaching and learning for all levels of education, to set up a model for center for consulting, management and research in the field of education, ICT, ODL and e-Learning.

One of the tasks of the Ministry of Education and Sports, Republic of Serbia is to establish and expert group on ICT and Education, which suppose to be formed during 2002. Also we hope that lot of ICT equipping activities will be run from the Ministry requires skilled staff. 

International experiences on this topic are a very important in order not to repeat the same research or to make one to compare with, based on different cultural roots. Also very little information on Distance Learning is available in Serbia so that going on a seminars like this opens up a many information sources that were unknown before.

I have find out about the seminar from our National Liaison Officer was informed that I am interested in topics related to ICT and Education, Open and Distance Learning.

Main lessons learned/experience acquired from attending the seminar

Elsebeth K. Sorensen; PhD Dept. of Communication Aalborg University held a video conference/lecture on Collaborative Learning in Virtual Environments. That was a first time that I have experienced a video conference. This lecture dipen some of my knowledge realated to tis type of learning, where the mediation of the interaction between learners, and between the learners and the teacher, is a central element in the learning process but from the perspective when a process takes place mainly in a virtual environment which I never experienced before. Some of the lecture gave an idea how this environment could be used in teaching different subjects.

Knut Steinar Engelsen held a presentation on Important innovation characteristics developed in Stord/Haugesund College which showed us a model where a student is a co-creator of the curriculum. He stated that the professional practice as a main point of departure which is often forgotten and introducet ICT as integrated element in the learning-activities (both on campus and during periods of professional practice). Some of the topics, manly in-service-training (for campus-professors and partner school-teachers) as an integrated element in teacher-education, student as a active learner and process oriented assessment were discussed a lot during the work in our group.

One of the experiences that I would like to stress is working in groups. This was partly collaborative and partly cooperative learning. Also we have used this time to find out more about other participans experience and social environment of the country that he is from. During group work we used ICT as a tool to express our ideas, questions, findings, comments etc. 

Three workshops on FrontPage, Adobe Photoshop and PowerPoint were held in a well equipped computer room. These workshops were well guided and they made me think of a more training that I should take in order to improve my skills in ICT. I felt sorry for not having more of this workshops organized by experts in ICT and Education but not only in ICT.

