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The John Kirkman Communication Consultancy

Research and training in scientific and technical communication

Style for medical and 

life-science writing in English

A special two-day programme for researchers, teachers, and anyone else who writes or edits reports, journal articles, theses, or other medical and life-science texts in the University of Tromso.

Wednesday and Thursday, 20th and 21st April 2005

Faculty of Medicine, Department of Community Medicine, Room 11.233 (Lecture Room MPH)

Tutors:  Peter Hunt and John Kirkman

Wednesday 20th April
0830–0850 
Self-introductions by seminar participants.

0850–0935
Lecture/discussion:  Preparing to write readably.




Developing the appropriate ‘mental set’; writing in a way that is accurate and readable, 





and brings credibility and esteem.

0935–0955

COFFEE

0955–1045

Lecture/exercise:  Making language-processing as easy as possible.





Delivering information in manageable sentences; considering accuracy, information load, 





readability, and tone.

1055–1130

Lecture/exercise:  Modifying manageably.





Avoiding excessive ‘pre-modification’.

1130–1215

LUNCH

1215–1305

Lecture/exercise:  Choosing words wisely (1).





Creating ‘comfortable’ text by careful mixing of special terms and ‘plain English’.

1315–1405

Lecture/exercise:  Choosing words wisely (2).





Avoiding excessive ‘nominalisation’ (for example, writing reducing instead of achieving a reduction).
1405–1425

COFFEE
1425–1500

Exercise:  Improving draft text. 

1510–1545

Exercise:  Discussing a short writing exercise.

Evening


Exercise:  Writing a short text (time required 30–60 minutes).
Thursday 21st April
0830—0930

Lecture/discussion:  The heart of the matter — verbs.





Stating what you did and what happened, not what was performed and what was observed to





have occurred.

0930–0950  
COFFEE

0950–1040  
Lecture/exercise:  Points on punctuation.





Using punctuation marks as skillfully as you use intonation, pace, and stress in speech.

1050–1130

Exercise:  Punctuating a text.

1130–1215

LUNCH
1215–1315

Evaluation:  Evaluating answers to the writing exercise.

1325–1410
Open forum:  Discussion of points raised by participants.

1410–1430

COFFEE

1430–1530
Exercise:  Improving a text.

1530


Farewell.

The John Kirkman Communication Consultancy

John Kirkman was formerly Director of the Communication Studies Unit at the University of Wales in Cardiff.  His consultancy is an association

of specialists in scientific and technical communication  — Peter Hunt, Trevor Kemp, James Paradis, and Susan Starks.  He has presented lectures and courses for more than 300 organisations in 22 countries.  2002 will be his 40th year of presenting in-house programmes. 

JOHN KIRKMAN was at the University of Wales Institute of Science and Technology, Cardiff for 22 years.  He taught English and Linguistics, and specialised in practical aspects of communication in science and technology.  He has been a Visiting Lecturer in Technical Communication at the University of Michigan and at Massachusetts Institute of Technology, and a Visiting Fellow in Linguistics at Princeton University.  He has served as an External Examiner in Technical Communication for universities in Great Britain and Ireland.  He has published more than 70 articles, and has written, edited, or contributed to 10 books.

PETER HUNT is a Professor of English at the University of Wales, Cardiff.  He has been teaching scientific and technical communication within the University and as a consultant since 1968.  He has been a Visiting Lecturer in Technical Communication at both the University of Michigan and the Massachusetts Institute of Technology.  He has lectured extensively in Europe, the USA, Canada, Australia and New Zealand.  He is also a novelist and an internationally renowned expert on children’s literature.

TREVOR KEMP is a consultant on technical communication, based in Karlsruhe, Germany.  He is a graduate in chemistry with a strong background in analytical instrumentation and computing.  He has lectured in more than 20 countries, 

and has contributed widely to scientific journals and books.  He is working currently on all aspects of on-line documentation.  In particular, he is interested in the design of computer based teaching aids and the use of multi-media in computer-based instruction.

JAMES PARADIS is Director of Technical Writing at Massachusetts Institute of Technology, Cambridge, USA.  His initial training was in chemistry and biology, but his higher degrees are in English, and for more than twenty years he has been teaching technical writing, first at the University of Washington, and now at MIT.   He is co-author of two books on technical writing, and is widely experienced in consulting on technical communication in business and industry.  He has worked with JKCC in the UK, Denmark, Finland, Italy, and Sweden.

SUSAN STARKS is a freelance editor, specialising in working with management consultancies and other public and private sector organisations.  She helps staff to structure and write proposals, reports and presentations.  Recent clients have included McKinsey and Company, Arthur D. Little Ltd., Cranfield University, and the National Audit Office.  She has a degree in Oriental Studies and a post-graduate diploma in Management Studies.  She has been an associate of JKCC since 1989, teaching widely in Europe and the USA

