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Different scenarios for 
Barents Russia’s future

Population decline

Natural resource dependence

Infrastructure limitations

Oil and gas boom ?

The fate of reforms ?

Region’s role in geopolitics?

Continued centralisation ?
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Scenario 1:

Big Oil 
Playground

•Russian -US partnership 

•Rapid oil and gas development 
offshore with foreign participation

•Regional politics in the north 
captured by oil interests

•Unequal distribution of wealth

•Fly-in/fly -out labour
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Scenario 2:

Russian Bear 
Preserve

•Tighter Control by Moscow

•Oil and gas projects monopolised 
by Russian firms

•Strengthened military presence

•Managed democracy

•A politicized economy
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Scenario 3:

European 
Periphery
•Large oil and gas projects 

postponed

•Sharply reduced population

•Diminished strategic importance

•Ties with neighbours important

•Moderate revival of traditional 
indigenous livelihoods
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Scenario 2:

Russian Bear 
Preserve

•Tighter Control by Moscow

•Oil and gas projects monopolised 
by Russian firms

•Strengthened military presence

•Managed democracy

•A politicized economy
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Scenario 3:

European 
Periphery
•Large oil and gas projects 

postponed

•Sharply reduced population

•Diminished strategic importance

•Ties with neighbours important

•Moderate revival of traditional 
indigenous livelihoods
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