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Much has been written about the threat that globalisation poses to the maintenance of cultural and linguistic diversity around the world. Globalisation has sometimes been interpreted as a new form of imperialism in which Western cultures and social practices spread globally in a hegemonic way and in which the English language has assumed the position of global language not only desirable but increasingly essential to operating in a global environment. The emergence and spread of a global language also poses a significant threat to the survival of smaller (especially indigenous) languages because it may reduce further their functions and usages: English becomes the language for education, employment and general socio-economic advancement. As a result there are now many more languages on the endangered list than ever before. Here I wish to discuss the impact that increasing globalisation has on another language-related area: that of foreign language learning. Although its impact on foreign language learning is not as dramatic as its effect on small (indigenous) languages it is nevertheless substantial, especially in English-dominant countries. For example, it has led to an increased polarisation between such communities and those which are not English-dominant. For the latter globalisation has led to an increased need for bi-or multilingualism (especially involving English) whereas the former feel even more than before that English is a valuable global commodity not requiring the acquisition of other languages. In this lecture I will discuss the dynamics and politicisation of foreign language learning in the context of globalisation with specific reference to the higher education sector.

