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Objectives
The aim is to provide students with complementary knowledge of the political dynamics of violence, on the one hand, and ‘peace work’, broadly conceived, on the other.  Students should not only develop practical knowledge of strategies of conflict management, resolution and transformation, but the tools and skills needed to analyse and critique these strategies.  They should, in particular, be able to draw on theory and philosophy relevant to violence and peace in the contemporary context.  Such capacities for critical analysis will be evaluated with the help of a take-home examination (entailing answers in essay-form to a choice of questions) and an oral examination related both to this written work and to the course curriculum more generally.

Content
Students examine and relate two dimensions of social conflict: first, some important varieties of political role played by violence and, second, the role played (or potentially played) by various actors and institutions in inhibiting, mediating, managing and/or transforming conflicts.  Both dimensions are relevant to a critical consideration of the character of and prospects for the pursuit of peace.  The pursuit of peace entails an evolving variety of ‘peace strategies’ and an evolving variety of hindrances and obstacles, including, arguably, some of these strategies themselves.

The focus, particularly in the later phases of the course, is on constructive measures, first, to avoid or reduce violence (‘negative peace’) and, second, to solve or transform conflicts in creative, less‑ or non‑violent ways  SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1– or at least enhance the capacity to do so (‘positive peace’).  This entails a consideration of a wide variety of strategies, organisations, agencies and other means to reduce violence and/or promote peace.

Among the specific topics to be considered are social and political violence as they manifest and perpetuate themselves inter-, trans- and sub-nationally, and such strategies, agents and institutions of peace as: education, diplomacy, international law and organisations as well as ethical and legal rules designed specifically to inhibit the incidence and/or mediate the conduct of war, the theory and practice of forms of ‘nonviolence’ or pacifism, approaches to managing or resolving conflicts, and social movements and non-governmental organisations (NGOs).

Required Readings
Course texts 

(available for purchase from the University bookshop, Akademisk Kvarter)

* R. Bhaskar, The Possibility of Naturalism: A Philosophical Critique of the Contemporary Human Sciences (London: Routledge, 2000)
* J. Galtung, Peace by Peaceful Means: Peace and Conflict, Development and Civilization (London: Sage, 1996)

* J.S. Nye, Jr., Understanding International Conflicts: An Introduction to Theory and History Third Edition (Longman, 2000)

* M. Walzer, Just and Unjust Wars: A Moral Argument with Historical Illustrations (New York: Basic Books, 2000)

C. Webel, Terror, Terrorism and the Human Condition (New York: Palgrave Macmillan, 2004)
P. Craig and G. de Búrca, EU Law: Text, Cases, and Materials (Oxford University Press, 2003)

* Also used as course text for SVF 3021: Integrated Peace Studies
Course packages and downloads
Those readings not taken from course texts (see above) are available, first, in a series of course packages which can also be purchased from Akademisk Kvarter, second, by direct download from the web, and third as an offprint provided to students in class.  Those readings not taken from the course texts listed above are thus marked as one of the following under ‘Class Plan’:

Course packages  SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1– all readings marked *C*
Internet articles  SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1– all readings marked *E1, 2, 3, etc.*
Individual offprints  SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1– all readings marked *O*
All unmarked readings under ‘Class Plan’ are selections from the course texts.

Class overview
I
Peace-building and Knowledge
(1) 
Introduction

(2) 
Power, knowledge, art, peace
Peace education
(03) 
The Nature of intractable conflicts

(04) 
Challenges facing peace education

(05) 
The Nature and goals of peace education
II
Practical Contexts: Social and Political Violence

Warfare and economic activities: The Social order of insurgencies

(06) 
Introduction to the economic approach to conflict

(07) 
Dynamics of contemporary conflict: Economic and social organization of insurgents

(08) 
Towards an institutionalisation of conflict as a form of economic activity? 
International conflict and violence

(09) 
The Reasons and rationales for, and effects of, international conflict

(10) 
Alternatives to war and violent international conflict

(11) 
The Reasons and rationales for, and effects of, ‘terrorism’ and ‘counterterrorism’

(12) 
Alternatives to ‘terrorism’ and ‘a war on terror’

Political violence and its social control and mediation
(13) 
Force and justice: ‘Jus ad bellum’

(14) 
Jus in bello

(15) 
Contemporary applications and challenges
III
The Pursuit of Peace in Philosophical and Theoretical Perspective
(16) 
Philosophical frameworks for the understanding of peace and conflict transformation

(17) 
Theories of peace and justice

(18) 
Theories of war
IV
The Pursuit of Peace and Institutions

International law and the case of the European Union

(19) 
From The European Coal and Steel Union (1952) and beyond

(20) 
The Principle of subsidiarity
(21) 
Legislation in the European Community

(22) 
Dispute settlement in the European Community

(23) 
International organisation, the United Nations and peace
V
The Pursuit of Peace and Social Dynamics

Conflict Management/Resolution/Transformation
(24)
Introduction

(25) 
Conflict resolution workshop 

(26) 
Conflict resolution workshop (continued)

(27) 
Conclusion
Social Movements

(28) 
Peace movements

(29) 
Gender

(30) 
Gender and peace

(31) 
Anti-capitalism
VI
Knowledge and Peace Revisited: Epistemology and Methods
(32) 
Theories and methods

(33) 
Course review
Class Plan
(part two of two)

Part one is available here: http://uit.no/getfile.php?SiteId=116&PageId=3324&FileId=127 

Note that this plan details all required readings for the course.  The classes themselves (each of two-hours’ duration) are numbered 01,02,03, etc...

 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1Political violence and its social control and mediation
(13) Force and justice: ‘Jus ad bellum’
– Reichberg

Students consider the nature of ethical and legal arguments and rules concerning the practice of organised violence, focusing first on the discussion of the justice of the resort to arms or jus ad bellum.

Required readings
M. Walzer, Just and Unjust Wars. Ch. 2: ‘The Crime of War’, 21-33, and Ch. 4: ‘Law and Order in International Society’ and Ch. 5: ‘Anticipations’, 51-85.  (48 pp.)

Important reference material

M. Walzer, Just and Unjust Wars: A Moral Argument with Historical Illustrations (Basic Books, 2000), Ch. 1: ‘Against Realism’ (pp. 3-20) and ‘Afterword: Nonviolence and the Theory of War’, 329-335 – required reading for SVF 3021: Integrated Peace Studies.

(14) Jus in bello

– Reichberg
The second lecture in this section focuses on issues pertaining to the justice of the kinds of means employed in armed conflicts, or jus in bello.

Required readings
Walzer, Ch. 8: ‘War’s Means and the Importance of Fighting Well’ and Ch.  9: ‘Noncombatant Immunity and Military Necessity’, 127-159.  (33 pp.)

(15) Contemporary applications and challenges
– Reichberg
Finally students take up some important contemporary issues and challenges informed by normative theories of war. 

Required readings
Walzer, Ch. 6: ‘Interventions’, 86-108, Ch. 11: ‘Guerilla War’ and Ch. 12: ‘Terrorism’, 176-206, and Ch. 16: ‘Supreme Emergency’ and Ch. 17: ‘Nuclear Deterrence’, 251-283.  (87 pp.)

III
The Pursuit of Peace in Philosophical and Theoretical Perspective
(16) Philosophical frameworks for the understanding of peace and conflict transformation

– Bhaskar
Professor Bhaskar considers critical realism and the philosophy of meta-reality as ontological, epistemological and methodological frameworks, which might be applied to the field of peace studies.

Required readings

*C* R. Bhaskar, Reflections on Meta-Reality: Transcendence, Emancipation and Everyday Life (London: Sage, 2002), Ch. 2: ‘Who Am I?’, 69-116.  (48 pp.)
*C* R. Bhaskar, From Science to Emancipation: Alienation and the Actuality of Enlightenment (New Dehli: Sage, 2002), Preface, ix-xvi.  (8 pp.)

Important reference material
Bhaskar, From Science to Emancipation, Ch. 1: ‘From a Philosophy of Science to a Philosophy of Universal Self-realisation’, 3-47 – required reading for SVF 3021: Integrated Peace Studies
R. Bhaskar, The Possibility of Naturalism: A Philosophical Critique of the Contemporary Human Sciences (London: Routledge, 2000), Ch. 1: ‘Transcendental Realism and the Problem of Naturalism’ (1-24) and Ch. 2: ‘Societies’ (25-79) – required reading for SVF 3021: Integrated Peace Studies
(17) Theories of peace and justice

– Bhaskar

The focus here is on Gandhian Satyagraha (truthfulness) and Shanti (inner peace) as the necessary basis for Ahimsa (non-violence).

Required readings
Johan Galtung, Peace by Peaceful Means: Peace and Conflict, Development and Civilization (London: Sage, 1996), Ch. 4: ‘Democracy : Dictatorship = Peace : War?’ and Ch. 5: ‘The State System: Dissociative, Associative, Confederal, Federal, Unitary – or a Lost Case?’, 49-69.  (21 pp.)

Important reference material

Galtung, Peace by Peaceful Means, remainder of Part I: ‘Peace Theory’ and Part II: ‘Conflict Theory’ – required reading for SVF 3021: Integrated Peace Studies
(18) Theories of war
– Bhaskar
Theories of war (including just war) are considered in the context of theories of negation and antagonistic difference.
Important reference material

See the required selections from Walzer’s Just and Unjust Wars above, listed under ‘Political violence and its social control and mediation’.

IV
The Pursuit of Peace and Institutions
International law and the case of the European Union

(19) The European Coal and Steel Union (1952), leading to the European Economic Community (1957) and the European Union (1992): History, ideology and the Community method in general

– Christiansen

Students are provided with an introduction to the historical background of the EU, its ideological basis and its major techniques to achieve its goals.  Remarks will be made about the present situation with the EU Constitution and further enlargements.

Required readings

P. Craig and G. de Búrca, EU Law: Text, Cases, and Materials, ‘The Development of European Integration’, 3-52, and ‘The Institutions’, 54-109.  (106 pp.)
(20) The Principle of Subsidiarity
– Christiansen
Subsidiarity goes to the core of the EU, namely the division of labour/competence between the EU-level and the level of the Member States.  This division has been, is and will remain the major issue of dispute within the EU.  However, the principle is of great importance for a reasonable and efficient co-operation between the Member States.  It has also become a legal concept under EC law.

Required readings
Craig and de Búrca, EU Law, ‘The Scope of Community Powers: Instruments, Form, and Legal Basis’, sub-chapters 1 to 4, 111 to 121, and sub-chapters 7 and 8, 132 to 138.  (18 pp.)

(21) Legislation in the European Community
– Christiansen
The legislative process is dominated by supranationality (direct effect and supremacy) and by majority voting.  These legal characteristics distinguish EC law from international law and make EC law a stronger tool for international co-operation.

Required readings
Craig and de Búrca, EU Law, ‘Community Legislation and Policy-Making’, 139 to 175, ‘The Nature and Effect of EC Law’, 178 to 228, and ‘The General Principles II: Proportionality, Legitimate Expectations, Non-Discrimination and Transparency’, 371 to 396.  (122 pp.)

(22) Dispute Settlement in the European Community
– Christiansen
Dispute settlement is normally pursued by different means of negotiations.  In this context, however, the dispute settlement that will be dealt with is related to the Court of Justice of the European Communities.  The competence of the Court is mandatory and the Court has a great impact on the legal system of the Member States.

Required readings
Craig and de Búrca, EU Law, ‘Preliminary Rulings and the Building of a European Judicial System’, 432-479.  (48 pp.)

(23) International Organisation, the United Nations, and Peace
– Hoogensen
Students examine the ‘what, why, and how’ of the UN as it relates to peace and security.


Required readings 

*E
* Michael J. Matheson, ‘United Nations Governance of Postconflict Societies’, The American Journal of International Law, 95:1 (2001), 76-85.  (10 pp.)

*E
* D. Shraga, ‘UN Peacekeeping Operations: Applicability of International Humanitarian Law and Responsibility for Operations-Related Damage’, The American Journal of International Law 94:2 (2000), 406-412.  (7 pp.)

*E
* S.D. Murphy, ‘Contemporary Practice of the United States Relating to International Law’, The American Journal of International Law 94:2 (2000), 348-381.  (34 pp.)


V
The Pursuit of Peace and Social Dynamics

Conflict Management/Resolution/Transformation

The dynamics of conflict and approaches to their successful mediation, resolution and/or transformation have been central themes of the whole course.  The following section is organised as a workshop and looks at conflicts in a more ‘applied’ setting, taking its point of departure from some specific disputes, and using a problem-solving approach.  Note that students should expect a small quantity of required reading linked directly to the workshop, in addition to those selections listed below.

Required readings
*E
* K. Lode, ‘Mali's Peace Process: Context, Analysis and Evaluation’, in ‘Owning the Process: Public Participation in Peacemaking’, Accord 13 (2002), 56-63.  (8 pp.)

*E
* K. Lode, ‘The Regional Concertations Process: Engaging the Public’, in ‘Owning the Process: Public Participation in Peacemaking’, Accord 13 (2002), 64-65.  (2 pp.)

*E
* K. Lode, ‘Inter-community Meetings and National Reconciliation: Forging a Pragmatic Peace’, in ‘Owning the Process: Public Participation in Peacemaking’, Accord 13 (2002), 66-73.  (8 pp.)           

*E
* K. Lode, ‘Civil Society Takes Responsibility: Popular Involvement in the Peace Process in

Mali’, PRIO Report 5/97, International Peace Research Institute, Oslo.  (108 pp.)

*O* R.E. Poulton and A.Y. Ibrahim, A Peace of Timbuktu: Democratic Governance, Development and African Peacemaking (Geneva, UNIDIR, 1998), section on civil society, 104-114.  (11 pp.)

*E
* ‘Contract Concerning the Organisation of an Inter--Community Meeting on Reconciliation and Consolidation of Peace’, legal document, web version, CPS.  (3 pp.)

*E
* K. Lode, ‘Popular Involvement in the Peace Process in Mali’, paper presented at SIETAR Europa, 11th Annual Congress, Stavanger, 19 May, 2001.  (13 pp.)
(24) Introduction

–  Lode and Youssuf

(25) Conflict resolution workshop

–  Lode and Youssuf
(26) Conflict resolution workshop (continued)

–  Lode and Youssuf
(27) Conclusion

–  Lode and Youssuf
Social Movements

(28) Peace movements

– Hoogensen
The consideration of peace movements is first contextualised through a consideration of the broad relationship between gender, peace and security.

Required readings

*E
* D. Mindry, ‘Nongovernmental Organizations, "Grassroots," and the Politics of Virtue’, Signs 26:4: ‘Globalization and Gender’ (Summer, 2001), 1187-1211.  (25 pp.)

*C* S.J. Berkowitz, ‘Stand with You? Lessons from Woman in Black for Global Feminist Activism’, Woman and Language 26:1 (Spring, 2003), Academic Research Library, 94-99.  (6 pp.)

*E
* UNSC resolution 1325 (2000) - on Women and Peace and Security.  (4 pp.)
(29) Gender

– Hoogensen
Students explore the relationship and tensions between ‘movements of peace’ and ‘movements of war’

Required readings

*E
* V. Sperling, M.M. Ferree and B. Risman, ‘Constructing Global Feminism: Transnational Advocacy Networks and Russian Women's Activism’, Signs 26:4: ‘Globalization and Gender’ (2001), 1155-1186.  (32 pp.)

*E
* M. Alison, ‘Woman as Agents of Political Violence: Gendering Security’, Security Dialogue 35:4, 447-463.  (17 pp.)
*E
* L. Brace and J. O'Connell Davidson, ‘Minding the Gap: General and Substantive Theorizing on Power and Exploitation’, Signs 25:4: ‘Feminisms at a Millennium’ (2000), 1045-1050.  (6 pp.)

Important reference material

D. Gierycz, ‘Women, Peace and the United Nations: Beyond Beijing’ and Dan Smith, ‘The Problem of Essentialism’, in I. Skjelsbæk and D. Smith (eds.), Gender, Peace and Conflict (Sage, 2001), 14-46.  – required reading for SVF 3022: Culture, Conflict and Society
I. Skjelsbæk, ‘Is Femininity Inherently Peaceful?  The Construction of Femininity in the War’, in Skjelsbæk and Smith, 47-67.  – required reading for SVF 3021: Integrated Peace Studies
(30) Gender and peace

– Hoogensen
Summary and conclusion

(31) Anti-capitalism
– Robinson
Students examine a number of broadly ‘social-change advocating’ movements as ‘contentious cases’ of the pursuit of peace by peaceful means.  The focus here is on loosely anti-globalisation and/or anti-capitalist counter-culture and socio-political resistance.

Required readings

*O* N. Klein, No Logo (London: Flamingo Press, 2000), Ch. 13: ‘Reclaim the Streets’, 311-324.  (14 pp.)

*E
* M. Paterson, ‘Globalisation, Ecology and Resistance’, New Political Economy 4:1 (1999), 129-145.  (27 pp.)

Recommended

L. Sklair, ‘Social movements and global capitalism’, Sociology 29:3 (1995), 495-512.  (18 pp.)

*E
* L. Panitch, ‘Violence as a Tool of Order and Change: The War on Terrorism and the Antigobalization Movement’, Monthly Review 54:2 (2002), 12-21.
VI
Knowledge and Peace Revisited: Epistemology and Methods
(32) Theories and methods

– Skinningsrud
(33) Course review
– Robinson
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