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Ethnographic film, 35 min. In parallel to Shia-Muslim men's mourning ceremonies during Muharram and Safar, women gather in gender-specific rituals acting as hosts, leaders, assistants, servants, lay participants, and financial supporters. In the present film we meet two women who often host rituals in their home and/or in a privately owned husseinieh. We also meet one of the ritual leaders whom they invite to lead ceremonies. The film shows how the historical event of the battle at Karbala can acquire meta-historical meaning. Specifically, that commemoration of the martyrdom of Imam Hussein and his family members are being linked to redemption on the Day of Judgment and to intercession from holy mediators in this life. Various forms of locally developed aesthetic expressions and ritual objects are used as vehicles for communicating with the spiritual realm. A ritual structure is developed to secure the fulfilment of the rituals' function. As such, these ritual performances can be profoundly spiritual, while at the same time connecting to social issues of contemporary Iran. Moreover, they connect to the broader Shia-Muslim tradition, historically and geographically.
See http://www.sant.ox.ac.uk/mec/MEClectures/standardbearers.pdf   

