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Information for 
Exchange Students
1. Introduction
This information brochure has been developed in accordance with the principles of the European Credit Transfer System (ECTS) and is an important step towards a full implementation of the ECTS at the Faculty of Law. This means that credits obtained at the University of Tromsø will be given according to the ECTS-scale in order to facilitate the translation of credits to the students' home universities.

The University of Tromsø has long traditions of contact and cooperation with universities and communities in Sweden, Finland, Northwest Russia and Iceland. The University has a history of broad international cooperation and excellent contact with research communities and universities worldwide. The international contact consists in research collaboration, guest lectures, project and conference participation, as well as teacher and student exchanges. The research is at a high international level.

The Faculty of Law has for several years participated in international exchange programmes, which the most important ones are NORDPLUS and ERASMUS. The courses the Faculty of Law offers the exchange students are at an advanced level. We therefore recommend that students should be halfway through their law studies in their home country before entering a law course in Tromsø. All the courses require intensive work, but on completion you will be rewarded. This has been the experience of many of our guest students.

Information given in this brochure will be regularly updated on the internet at: http://uit.no/jus/4532/
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1.0  Name and address for the contact person

Faculty of Law
University of Tromsø
Breivika
N-9037 TROMSØ
NORWAY
Tel.: + 47 77 64 41 97
Fax: + 47 77 64 47 75
Web address: http://www.jus.uit.no



Contact person;

Nils-Jørgen Myrbakk 
Higher Executive Officer/
Erasmus & Nordplus coordinator 
Faculty of Law
University of Tromsø
N-9037 TROMSØ
NORWAY

Tel.: + 47 77 64 52 96
Fax: + 47 77 646 618
email: nils-jorgen.myrbakk@jus.uit.no

The coordinator is generally present in the period 
15 August – 20 December and 5 January – 15 July.


2. The Faculty of Law - Facts
The Faculty of Law was founded in 1987 and is the most recent addition to the University of Tromsø. Its popularity resulted in restricted admission from 1990. The Faculty is authorized to grant Master Degrees in Law and doctoral degree in Law. Since the autumn 1989, when the first candidates received their degrees, and up to the autumn 2003, 725 candidates have graduated from the University of Tromsø. In addition, the Faculty has arranged seven doctoral dissertations. Today, the academic staff consists of 38 people, while the administrative staff consist of 19.


Academic staff: 

Research fellow Svein Kristian Arntzen

Associate Professor Johan Aulstad

Research fellow Lena Bendiksen

Dean Professor Dr. Juris Hege Brækhus

Assistant Professor Kristoffer Dons Brøndbo

Adjunct Professor Tore Bråthen

Professor Per Christiansen

Research fellow Irene Dahl

Assistant Professor Gunnar Eriksen

Associate Professor Dr. Juris Aage Thor Falkanger

Assistant Professor Tonje Fisknes

Research fellow Aimo Guttorm

Professor Trude Haugli

Associate Professor Dr. Juris Tore Henriksen

Research fellow Ingvild Jakobsen

Research fellow Jon Petter Rui Johansen

Assistant Professor Elise Karlsen

Research fellow Kjersti Karlstrøm

Associate Professor Dr. Juris Petri Keskitalo

Research fellow Kristine Korsnes

Assistant Professor Trond Laumann

Assistant Professor Markus Lie

Research fellow Geir Ludvigsen

Adjunct Professor Dag Michalsen

Research fellow Henriette Nazarian

Research fellow Erik Nesland

Assistant Professor Per Olsen

Research fellow Øivind Ravna

Adjunct Professor Martin Scheinin

Vice-Dean Kristin Solberg

Assistant Professor Stig Solheim

Associate Professor Dr. Juris (post. doc) Ande Somby

Adjunct Professor Eva- Maria Svensson

Assistant Professor Stian Sørheim

Assistant Professor Inge Unneberg

Research fellow Laila Susanne Vars

Assistant Professor Lina Remlo

Research fellow Mathis Àrhen

Administrative staff:

Faculty Director Kirsti Anderssen

Administrative Assistant Marit Berntsen

Higher executive officer Kristin Johanne Bye

Head of studies Kjersti Dahle

Deputy Head of Department Kari Gabrielsen

Higher executive officer Borghild Gramstad

Executive officer (IT) Stein Roar Erntsen

Administrative Assistant Inghill Harjo

Administrative Assistant Arnhild Melkild

Administartive Assistant Mona Pettersen

Higher executive officer Elna Seim

Higher executive officer/Erasmus & Nordplus co- ordinator Nils-Jørgen Myrbakk
Senior executive officer Christin Skjervold

Executive Officer Anne Steien

Senior Clerical Officer Inger- Lise Strandheim

Chief Engineer (IT) Cecilie Svendsen

Executive Officer Anni- Marna Vik

Higher executive officer (Financial) Tove Worum

Higher executive officer Annikken Steinbakk
3. Programme description
The education of law aims to develop the candidates' ability to make independent legal judgment as well as provide a broad level of knowledge in central areas of law. 

The students will acquaint themselves with current law in the areas of law which have been determined for the various individual components of the education of law. In the Master of Law programme, the candidates will with increasing requirements to scholarly proficiency:

· Be trained in questioning and analysing legal issues of both practical and theoretical nature, and locating sources of law and arguments which may be of importance in considering the issues.
· Be trained in legal politics.


· Be stimulated to view the rules of law in an ethical, social, historical and international perspective.


· Be trained in giving systematic, clear and thoroughly comprehensive accounts of legal issues.

· Learn to provide information on current law to those seeking legal aid.

At the completion of the Master of Law programme, the candidates will have attained a level of knowledge and proficiency that satisfies society’s demand for professionally sound legal practice. 


4. The Master of Law programme
The basic legal education provides uniform 
training for the Norwegian law profession, leading to the degree Master of Law. This degree qualifies for employment as a lawyer in public and private services. 

The law education is based on Norwegian law and will generally contain moderate elements of comparative or international (public or private) law. Normally, the education will not in itself provide qualification for international activities. For this reason, The Faculty of Law encourages students to take parts of their studies abroad, since the Faculty participates in international student exchange programmes. Students may study Law or adjoining subjects when studying abroad. 

The total duration of the Law Programme is 5 years of full-time studies, including the half-year compulsory introductory course in the history of philosophy, theory of science and legal history (Examen Philosophicum and Examen Facultatum). The Programme also includes a legal practice period with a written report, and a Master’s Thesis written under faculty staff supervision. 
The ordinary Master of Law Programme is offered in Norwegian only.


 

4.1 PhD in Law 

The PhD degree corresponds in principle with Doctor Legum (L.L.D.).

The doctoral Programme at the Faculty of Law leads to the degree of PhD in law. In addition to qualifying candidates for conducting research, the PhD programme aims to qualify candidates for the position of senior judge and other positions in the private and public sectors where legal expertise is required.

The main objective of the PhD programme is independent legal research, including the writing of a dissertation worthy of defense for the degree of PhD in law.

Training for a doctoral degree is arranged 
in such a manner that it will normally be possible to complete it within an effective three-year period. Of the standardized time for the doctoral programme, one semester is devoted to organized training. For the Faculty's research fellows, the doctoral programme is intended to be a four-year period of research training, including teaching and administration at the Faculty of Law.

In order to be granted admittance in a doctoral degree programme at a Norwegian 
University, applicants must have passed the examination for a higher degree in the subject for which they are seeking admission, or they must have earned other qualifications, which must have been approved as a basis for admission. In practice, exchange students are rarely admitted directly to doctoral studies. To be granted admittance in the PhD programme, applicants must have received the Norwegian degree of Cand. Jur, Master of Law, or equivalent qualifications from other Nordic countries. In special cases, the Faculty may accept other qualifications as the basis for admission.

In order to be admitted as a PhD student, the applicant must document sufficient research potential to be able to undertake the doctoral training programme. The Faculty must see if the applicant’s educational background meets the high standards for admittance required by the PhD programme. Another issue is whether adequate supervision within the applicant's special field of interest can be offered.  Application must include a funding plan. 

5. 0 Recognition of foreign law degrees

Formally, the EU and EEA presuppose mutual recognition of academic degrees and university exams. However, the Norwegian law degree is so closely based on domestic Norwegian law that the actual possibility for authorizing foreign law degrees is somewhat limited. The Ministry of Justice is, however, managing a system for permitting law practice with foreign degrees. A system for supplementing a foreign law degree with Norwegian training is not very well established thus far.

6. 0 Courses the Faculty of Law offer exchange students
Foreign students are not recommended to enter the ordinary Master of Law programme in Norwegian unless they have very good command of the Norwegian language. 

Exchange students may only follow the type of courses that lasts one semester in the fifth unit of the Master of Law programme (spesialfag).


ERASMUS students, NORDPLUS students and other visiting students mainly follow these subjects. For Norwegian students these courses are included in the specialization programme under the fifth unit of the ordinary Master of Law Programme.

Admission requirements

Applications to participate in these courses must have been received by 20 July for the autumn semester and by 1 December for the spring semester. The Faculty may allow participation by others than law-students. In case the number of course applicants is less than three, the Faculty may cancel the course in question. 
The following courses are available for exchange/guest students: 

Course Structure diagram:

	Course code
	Course
	Credits

	JUR-3601
	International Sales Law
	15

	JUR-3602
	EU/EEA Law
	15

	JUR-3603
	Environmental Law an Law of the sea with focus on the Arctic
	15

	JUR-3604
	Introduction to Russian Public Law
	15

	JUR-
	Introduction to Russian Business Law
	15

	JUR-3605
	Sámi Law
	15

	JUR-3650 
	Indigenous Peoples rights
	10


The Faculty reserves the right to change the course information without prior notice. Changes and updates will be available from the following internet address: http://uit.no/jus/4532/
For information about all courses in the Master of Law programme, visit http://uit.no/studier/3537/1
Assessment Methods:

The assessment methods are home examination (5 days) and one oral exam.
A preliminary exam result based on the written paper will be passed or failed. On condition that the preliminary exam is passed, an oral exam will be held. A final grade will be given for the written and oral exams combined. The exam in the special subjects is held at the end of the semester. The Faculty determines the rules regarding implementation of the exam.
Instead of home examination, there can be a final examination which lasts for six hours. 

For more information about the Assessment methods, see pages 10-16.

A student cannot be granted admission to an exam in subjects more than three times. Regulations do not allow students to take a similar exam at more than one Norwegian university or college during one semester. In case a candidate fails a home exam, he or she will have the right to a re-sit.



Important
The Norwegian university system requires students to be independent, and attendance of lectures is not compulsory. The students will therefore be expected to structure their time outside lectures to include extensive reading, participation in group work and self-study.


6.1 ENVIRONMENTAL LAW AND LAW OF THE SEA WITH FOCUS ON THE ARCTIC

Examination semester: Spring and autumn 
Work load: 15 credits
Language of Instruction: English
Assessment Method: One written home exam (5 days) and one oral exam. 
Level of course: Graduate level. 

Person with academic responsibility: Associate Professor Dr. Juris Tore Henriksen

Introduction

The importance of the seas and oceans to humankind is often underestimated. They cover around 70 % of the earth’s surface and recent research suggests that biological diversity in the marine environment may be far greater than on land. The marine environment is also enormously important to the global economy. It contains a wide range of valuable living and non-living resources, both in the water column and on or under the seabed. Up until now, the focus has largely been on quantitative exploitation of these resources, but there is currently a growing interest by especially pharmaceutical companies in so-called marine bioprospecting. Moreover, since hundreds if not thousand of years, domestic and international trade has relied on maritime shipping as the main mode of transport. The international community’s interest therein is reflected in the continued and widespread support for the notion of the freedom of the high seas. This notion became the cornerstone of the international law of the sea and played a crucial role in the progressive development of general international law as well. After the Second World War, the changing
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needs and interests of the international community required a fundamental reform of the international law of the sea. Three diplomatic conferences were necessary before the United Nations Convention on the Law of the Sea (LOS Convention) could be adopted in 1982. Widely regarded as the Constitution for the Oceans, the LOS Convention establishes a global legal framework for the regulation of all human uses of the oceans and distributes marine resources among States. Among other things, it recognizes sovereign rights of States over resources in coastal waters and declares the deep seabed beyond national jurisdiction and its resources as the common heritage of mankind. The Constitution was never intended to be a static instrument, however. Various processes ensure that it is continuously adapted to address new developments and the changing needs and interests of the international community, whether deep-sea fishing, bioprospecting or greater concern for loss of marine biodiversity.

Target groups

The target audience for the course are students at the masters level, in particular those doing the Master’s degree (LLM) in Law of the Sea.

Admission requirements

Admission to the course requires a BA degree or equivalent in law or political science, with knowledge of the basics of general international law and international politics.

Objective

The objective of the course is to provide students with a high level of knowledge of and insight in the elements of the course (se below) and thereby enable them to carry out independent and critical assessments of topical legal questions.

Content

The course consists of five elements. First, a general overview of maritime zones, namely internal waters, archipelagic waters, the territorial sea, the contiguous zone, the exclusive economic zone (EEZ), the continental shelf, the high seas and the Area. Second, the delimitation of maritime zones and the establishment of the outer limits of the continental shelf. Particular attention will here be paid to relevant jurisprudence of the international courts and tribunals as well as the competence, procedures and practice of the Commission on the Limits of the Continental Shelf established by the LOS Convention. Third, the balance between the rights, obligations and interests of coastal States, flag States and the international community in the various maritime zones. For example, the rights and freedoms of navigation vis-à-vis the competence of coastal States to prescribe and enforce rules for the purpose of the protection and preservation of the marine environment as well as the rights and obligations of States with respect to transboundary fish stocks. Fourth, the exploration and exploitation of resources and the preservation of marine biodiversity in global commons – also called areas beyond national jurisdiction – namely the high seas and the Area. Fifth, the role of international dispute settlement procedures, in particular the innovatory dispute settlement mechanism in Part XV of the LOS Convention.

Form of teaching

The course will be given in form of lectures and seminars, with a cumulative duration of about 30 hours.

Work load

15 credits (ECTS)

Exam and assessment

The exam consists of a 6 hours written school exam based on the syllabus of the course. The papers are graded A-E, with F as not passed.

Language of instruction

English

Course materials

R.R Churchill and A. V. Lowe, The law of the Sea (Manchester, Manchester University Press: 3rd ed., 1999)

6.2 EU/EEA LAW


Examination semester: Spring semester
Work load: 15 credits
Language of Instruction: English
Assessment Method: One written home exam (5 days) and one oral exam
Course Level: Graduate level. 

Person with academic responsibility: Professor Dr. Juris Per Christiansen
Objective of the course:
The course will provide students with an extensive introduction to the institutions and legal system of the European Union. 

During the course the students will acquire thorough knowledge of the Constitutional Law of the EU, Administrative Law, Source of Law studies and the relationship between EU Law and National Law. 

Course Content: 
The special subject will present a basis for better understanding how the European Union functions, the distinctive importance of the judicial system in the collaboration and the Union's capacity for development.

The special subject will also present a more extensive introduction to the effect of the European Economic Area (EEA), 

agreement on the judicial system and social development in Norway.

The Economic and Monetary Union (EMU) regulations have been selected as topic for the in-depth study.
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The new single European currency, the Euro, stands at the centre of this phase of European Union development, and therefore the EMU is a topic of current interest, providing considerable insight about the Union.

Methods of Teaching:

The teaching consists of a combination of lectures and seminars, comprising a total of 20 hours.  The students are expected to be prepared and active during the seminars in discussing legal approaches to the issues at hand. 

The students may also be asked to submit papers. Students are expected to study independently in periods of no seminars or lectures. Teaching in the form of lectures and/or seminars will be offered provided at least three students register for the course.


Recommended Reading: 
T.C. Hartley: The Foundations of European Community Law(2003)
Part One: Community Institutions
Part Two: The Community Legal System
Part Three: Community Law and Member States
Part Four: with the exception of chapters 13, 14,16, and 17.

The book is/will be available at “Akademisk Kvarter” (The book store at Campus).


6.3 INTERNATIONAL SALES LAW

Examination semester: Spring semester
Work load: 15

Language of Instruction: English
Assessment Method: One written home exam (5 days) and one oral exam
Course Level: Graduate level. 

Person with academic responsibility: Associate Professor Dr. Juris Petri Keskitalo

Objective of the course:
The aim of the subject is to provide an introduction to the legal issues which buyer and seller need to take into consideration every time they enter into contract over an international sale of goods. 

Course Content:

The subject examines how laws, treaties and other legal institutions have developed to solve specific predicaments associated with international purchases and sales, and what buyer and seller can do to minimize the risk involved in the transaction. 
Methods of Teaching:

The teaching consists of a combination of lectures and seminars, comprising a total of 20 hours. The seminars will be the main activity of the course, also in the form of cases and/or legal procedures. The students are expected to be prepared and active during the seminars in discussing legal approaches to the issues at hand. The students may also be asked to submit papers. Students are expected to study independently in periods of no seminars or lectures. Teaching in the form of lectures and/or seminars will be offered provided at least three students register for the course.
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Recommend reading:
For more information, go to

http://www.jus.uit.no/ansatte/keskitalo/ISL/ISL-Syllabus.htm
6.4 SÁMI LAW


Examination semester: Spring and autumn semester
Work load: 15 credits
Language of Instruction: English
Assessment Method: One written home exam (5 days) and one oral exam
Course Level: Graduate level. 

Person with academic responsibility: Associate Professor Dr. Juris Ànde Somby.
Objective of the course:
The aim of the course is to give the students an overview of the current discussion on indigenous peoples’ rights, to cover subjects from international law, domestic law – particularly in Sámi areas – and indigenous peoples` law, focusing on indigenous peoples’ right to self-determination and land rights. 

The course perspective is that the rights of indigenous peoples depend both on legal principles and rules rooted in international and domestic law, as well as on indigenous peoples own law. 

The aim of the course is similar to the Indigenous Peoples’ Rights Course, but emphasizes the right to self-determination and land rights,  

Course Content:

In addition to offering an overview of different structures and significant legal principles for the rights of indigenous peoples under international law, some different perspectives will be emphasised during the course. Within domestic law, the focus will be on the Sámi peoples’ rights in Norway, Sweden and Finland, with emphasis on the right to self-determination and land rights, including recognition of the Sámi peoples’ own legal system within domestic law. 
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Methods of Teaching:

The teaching consists of a combination of lectures and seminars, comprising a total of 20 hours. The students will follow the same lectures as the students in the Indigenous Peoples’ Rights Course. 

The students are expected to be prepared and active during the seminars in discussing legal approaches to the issues at hand. The students may also be asked to submit papers. Students are expected to study independently in periods of no seminars or lectures. Teaching in the form of lectures and/or seminars will be offered provided at least three students register for the course.
Recommended Reading: 
Anaya, S. James: Indigenous peoples in international law, Oxford University Press, 1996.
The teacher will recommend further reading. 

Comment: 
The course is similar to the Indigenous Peoples’ Rights Course. Law students at the Faculty of Law, University in Tromsø, cannot take both courses.   

6.5 INTRODUCTION TO RUSSIAN PUBLIC LAW


Examination semester: Autumn semester
Work load: 15 credits
Language of Instruction: English
Assessment Method: One written home exam (5 days) and one oral exam
Course Level: Graduate level. 

Person with academic responsibility:
Professor Dr. Juris Per Christiansen and Lecturer Elena Shinkaryova of The Faculty of Law at the Pomor State University (Arkhangelsk)
General: The special subject has been developed as part of the co-operation agreement between the Faculty of Law at the University of Tromsø, and the Faculty of Law at the Pomor State University (Arkhangelsk).

Objective of the course:

The special subject will provide the students with:
- a general overview of the legal sources and method in Russian law, and offer the students an introduction to Russian public and civil law.  

Course content:
The course consist of an introduction to the main aspects of the federal legal system based on the regulations of the Federal Constitution, in particular the division of government between the Federation and Autonomous Republics/Regions, including federal agreements, the legislative process, the authority of the Federal President, 
the system of courts, including arbitration. 

In addition, information on the implementation of international obligations under Russian Law will be given.
The course will discuss the basic regulations in General Civil Law:

- in contractual and transaction law and
- in company law
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Prerequisites:
Students must have a certain understanding of legal sources and the method of Russian law and must be able to explain the principles of Russian legislative authority at the federal level and have knowledge of the legislative authority at the regional level. They must be acquainted with the dispute resolution system, including arbitration, and with the way international obligations are implemented under Russian law. In addition, the students must have basic knowledge of Federal Civil Law, contractual and transaction law and company law for commercial enterprises.

Methods of Teaching:

The teaching consists of a combination of lectures and seminars, comprising a total of 20 hours.  The students are expected to be prepared and active during the seminars in discussing legal approaches to the issues at hand. The students may also be asked to submit papers. Students are expected to study independently in periods of no seminars or lectures. Teaching in the form of lectures and/or seminars will be offered provided at least three students register for the course.

Recommended Reading: 
William E. Butler: Russian law. 2nd ed. Oxford University Press 2003, except the following chapters: 7, 9,13,14,17 and 19. 

However, these chapters may be recommended as supplementary reading, in particular, chapters 13 and 14.
6.6 Introduction to Russian Business Law
Examination semester: Autumn semester (first time autumn 2006)

Work load: 15 credits (20 lectures/seminar form; reading volume approx. 500 pp (excl legislation))

Language of Instruction: English

Assessment Method: One written home examination (5 working days) and an oral examination graded from A (excellent) to F (fail). Renewed examination is possible.

Course Level: Graduate level. 

Responsible for the subject: Professor Dr. Juris Per Christiansen; 

General: The course forms part of a cooperation between the Faculty of Law, University of Tromsø, and the Faculty of Law, St. Petersburg State University. 

Objective of the course:

The course shall provide the students with an introductory overview of essential Russian business law. 

Course content:

The course will focus on contract law and company law, including foreign investment in Russia. The course will cover the relevant and main rules of the Federal Civil Code and the federal acts on foreign investment, joint stock companies and limited liability companies. The course will be structured around organisational forms of businesses (types, establishment, activities, bankruptcy); foreign investment (joint ventures, ownership, branches, tax issues and repatriation of profits) and business contracts (general principles for the conclusion of contracts, types of contracts, liability for contract breaches, conflict of laws and dispute settlement).
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Prerequisites 

The course is aimed at Norwegian students of law and Norwegian lawyers who wish to acquire basic knowledge of Russian business law relevant to their work or otherwise. However, access is not restricted to Norwegian law students and lawyers, provided that a reasonable academic level of benefiting from the course may be demonstrated by the student and accepted by the admission authority of the Faculty.

Lectures/seminar will be offered provided that at least three students are admitted.

Teaching methods:

The teaching consists of a combination of lectures/seminar, with a total of 20 hours. The teaching will be divided between the two teachers, Professor and Head of Department Valery Musin and Associate Professor Julia Merkulova, St. Petersburg State University, Civil Procedure Department. The students are expected to be active during the lectures/seminar in discussing legal approaches to the questions raised. 

Recommended reading: 

Burnham, Maggs and Danilenko: Law and Legal System of the Russian Federation, Third Edition. Juris Pub Inc. Except chapter V and VI. 500 pages.

6.7 INDIGENOUS PEOPLES’ RIGHTS

Examination semester: Spring semester
Work load: 10 credits

Language of Instruction: English
Assessment Method: One written home exam (5 days) and one oral exam
Course Level: Graduate level.

Person with academic responsibility: Associate Professor Dr. Juris Ànde Somby.
General: 

The course is mandatory for students at the Master Programme in Indigenous Studies, and optional for other students. The course includes topics from the Saami Law course, and students cannot take both courses.      

Objective of the course:

The course intends to offer students an overview of the current discussion on indigenous peoples’ rights. The course perspective is that the rights of indigenous peoples depend both on legal principles and rules within international and domestic law, as well as on indigenous peoples’ own law.

Course Content:

The subject covers topics from international law, domestic law – especially in Saami areas – and indigenous peoples law, with a focus on indigenous peoples’ right to self-determination and land rights.

In addition to providing an overview of different structures and significant legal principles for the rights of indigenous peoples under international law, some different perspectives will be emphasised during the course. 
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Within Domestic Law, the focus will be on the Saami peoples’ rights in Norway, Sweden and Finland, with an emphasis on the right to self-determination and land rights, including recognition of the Saami peoples’ own legal system within domestic law. The course content will partly be covered by the curriculum, and partly through teaching. The curriculum comprises approximately 350 pages.

Methods of Teaching:

The teaching consists of a combination of lectures and seminars, comprising a total of 20 hours.  The students are expected to be prepared and active during the seminars in discussing legal approaches to the issues at hand. The students may also be asked to submit papers. Students are expected to study independently in periods of no seminars or lectures. Teaching in the form of lectures and/or seminars will be offered provided at least three students register for the course.

Recommended Reading: 
Anaya, S. James: Indigenous peoples in international law, Oxford University Press, 1996.
The teacher will recommend further reading. 
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