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Centre for Peace Studies Guidelines for the Research Leading to, and the Preparation of, a Master's Thesis

This is meant to assist you when doing the research for your thesis and also for writing up and presenting your results in the thesis itself.

The central issues to be addressed in a research-oriented master's thesis are: 

· What is the central research question (or questions)? 

· Was the method chosen sufficient to address the central research question(s)? 

· Were the results justified? 

· How and to what degree do the research and thesis relate and contribute to the specific mission of the CPS? 

The following questions are not meant to be exclusive or limiting. The questions are meant to guide your thinking about how to do the research for and the writing of your thesis. In addition, not all questions will be centrally relevant to all theses. Those most relevant to your thesis and the research for it should be focused on. 

Selection of the Research Topic: 

· Is the question (or are the questions) defined clearly? 

· Is the logic of the selection clear, and what is it? 

· Is it a defensible and researchable question? 

· Do you present clearly how the question(s) was derived? 

Literature Review: 

· Does your review clearly present what is known in the area, and what has come before your current research? 

· Does the review lead clearly to the selection of the research question(s)? 

· Have you conducted a thorough and relevant literature review? 

· If not, what additional literature should be included? 

Method Selection: 

· Is the method selected appropriate to the research question(s)? 

· Are the underlying epistemological assumptions of the method appropriate to the research question(s) asked? 

· Would another method be more effective? 

· Does the method selected seem likely to provide adequate answers to the research question(s)? 

Procedure: 

· Is the procedure clearly described regarding how you are going about your work? 

· Does the procedure adequately execute the selected method(s)? 

· Are there adequate safeguards built into the procedure to protect the confidentiality of the research participants? Does the procedure provide the proper sensitivity and support of the research participants? 

· Do you have confidence that this procedure will generate the relevant and sufficient data to address your research question(s)? 

Data Gathering and Analysis: 

· Do the data seem full and robust enough to respond to the question(s)? 

· What limits or deficiencies do you see in the data gathered in relation to answering the research question(s)? What strengths and weaknesses do you see? 

· Are the data analyzed properly in accordance with the methodology? 

· Are the data presented clearly and fully in your text? 

· Are you, the researcher, gathering data as outlined in the procedure? 

Interpretations, Conclusions, and Discussion: 

· Are you making well-founded interpretations and conclusions from the data, and presenting them clearly? 

· Are you fully considering the limitations of the study? 

· Are there concerns about the validity of the conclusions drawn, and, if so, what are they?

· What are the deficiencies and difficulties in the study and resulting  conclusions? 

· How might you have conducted the study differently to produce clearer, more defensible results? 

· What are the major contributions made by this piece of work? 

· What did you learn about effective research from this activity that will help you, and others, do future research in the area you have selected? 

· How and to what degree do your research and thesis relate and contribute to the specific mission of  the CPS? 

· Does the thesis contribute to a better understanding of cultural diversity? 

· Do the research and thesis contribute to a better understanding of the subject you have investigated in particular, and to human knowledge and the peaceful resolution of conflicts in general?

Thesis Components and the Research Competencies Exhibited in Each Component:

1. Abstract: Able to select and report the appropriate and essential information from the thesis as an overview for the Abstract. 

2. Scope of the Literature: Able to evaluate and select appropriate content areas, information sources and depth of scope in reporting the literature relevant to the thesis topic and question. 

3. Literature Review: Able to organize and review critically and professionally the literature presented in a manner that provides a clear background and basis for the purpose of the study. 

4. Question Formulation and Purpose of the Study: Able to articulate clearly the purpose and rationale of the study, and the idea, question, problem, or issue being addressed, taking into consideration relevant sociocultural contexts and issues, and contextualizing it in relation to peace studies. 

5. Methodological Selection and Formulation: Able to identify, describe and discuss the principal features of the methodological approach and specific research tradition(s) being utilized, including epistemological and theoretical assumptions involved, and present the rationale for the selection of this approach to address the research question(s). 

6. Method(s) and Procedure: Able to clearly describe and implement the method(s) and procedures relevant to the approach and research tradition being utilized,including: selection of data sources (participants, existing textual  materials, theoretical and/or historical writings), data collection procedures (accessing, collecting, observing, recording data), data organization, and analytic plan (process, design, meaning-making procedures for interpreting the data).

7. Research Ethics: Able to identify and address ethical issues relevant to the study and implement ethical standards to address them when applicable. 

8. Analysis and Interpretation: Able to select, describe, conduct, and evaluate the appropriate analysis for the data and question and interpret the results clearly and succinctly regarding the subject domain, and the human experiences involved, in a manner consistent with the approach and standards of the research tradition utilized.

9. Critical Evaluation and Conclusions: Able to present and discuss clearly and succinctly implications and conclusions regarding the results, taking into account the relevant sociocultural, theoretical,historical, ethical, and epistemological contexts and assumptions, alternative viewpoints, degree  of generalizability, and strengths and weaknesses of the study, in a professional and scholarly manner. 

10. Reporting: Able to communicate the basis, understanding, and evaluation of the study in a cogent, succinct, well formulated and systematic manner, at the expected graduate level of written exposition in English, and utilizing a recognized professional scholarly standard format for presentation. 

11. Contribution: Able to utilize original, critical, and creative thinking to develop and implement a study that makes a meaningful contribution to the field in the area addressed, and that reflects and/or contributes to the tradition or peace research. 
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