Examination regulations for the Master programme in Jurisprudence

EXAMINATION REGULATIONS FOR THE FIRST TO FOURTH UNITS (COMMON COMPONENT) OF THE MASTER’S DEGREE PROGRAMME IN JURISPRUDENCE

Adopted on 10.08.07 by the Dean pursuant to Section 2 of the Regulations for examinations at the University of Tromsø (15.12.05)

Section 1: Examination forms
The following examination forms are utilised for the first to fourth units of the Master’s degree programme (common component):
- oral presentation
- semester assignment
- take-home examination and associated oral examination
- supervised written examination
- oral examination

The course curriculum stipulates which examination forms are utilised in each unit. Where alternative examination forms are listed, the decision of which examination form will be utilised in each case shall be made by the person with academic responsibility or his/her appointee.


Section 2: Examination question paper committee and confirmation of the examination question paper 
The examination question papers are set by the unit’s examination question paper committee. Such committees should comprise:
- the person with academic responsibility as committee chairperson, unless an alternative has been determined

- the person with academic responsibility’s deputy
- an external examiner
- two student representatives appointed by the Juridical Student Committee at the Faculty of Law
The student representatives must already have implemented the examination for the unit in question. The names of the student representatives shall not be made public.


The examination question paper committee shall hold its first meeting well in advance of the examination, so that it is possible to hold one or more additional meetings to discuss drafts of the examination question paper. Committee members will have the opportunity to see and assess the draft question paper no less than two hours prior to the meeting. Additional meetings will be held if requested by one of the committee members. Teaching staff may also participate in the meeting.

 
Teaching staff involved in the course in question are obliged to submit a proposal for the semester assignment and examination question paper to the unit.


The chairperson of the examination question paper committee must ensure that drafts of the examination question paper are prepared.



Section 3: Oral presentation 
The presentation may be held in connection with a professional seminar or other seminar. The topic may be optional or compulsory.


The person with academic responsibility or his/her appointee shall determine: 
- whether the topic shall be optional or compulsory, 
- the length of introduction, and 
- the theme, if it shall be compulsory.


The presentation shall be assessed by a member of the teaching staff. Two examiners shall be utilised for re-sit examinations. The assessment terms are approved/not approved. The grade shall not appear on the diploma.


Section 4: Semester assignment 
The semester assignment shall be:
- a written assignment not exceeding 3000 words,
- a combination of written and oral assignments, or
- an oral assignment.

Candidates shall have 10 working days in which to implement the semester assignment. The submitted answer shall be an independent piece of work. All source references shall be precise and re-checkable, with reference to the Guidelines for take-home examinations for the Master’s Degree Programme in Jurisprudence.

 
The person with academic responsibility or his/her appointee shall determine the assignment form, the assignment question paper and rules about the assignment’s length, within the framework of the curriculum and prevailing regulations. The submission deadline for the semester assignment may be extended if special grounds exist.

Each assignment shall be assessed by one examiner. Internal examiners shall be utilised to the extent possible. The assessment terms are approved/not approved. In order to gain approval, the assignment answer must as a minimum equate to the grade D. Any candidate who does not gain approval for his/her semester assignment shall continue working on the assignment and re-submit it within a stipulated deadline.


Candidates shall receive written feedback for their work. The Dean shall be notified of semester assignments which gain distinction.



Section 5: Description of grading scale 
Refer to Section 36 of the Regulations for examinations at the University of Tromsø and the Guidelines for grades for juridical subjects. 


Section 6: Take-home examination with oral examination
Candidates shall have five working days in which to implement the semester assignment. The assignment will be handed out at 9am on the first day of the examination and must be submitted no later than 3pm on the final day of the examination. The submitted answer shall be an independent piece of work. All source references shall be precise and re-checkable.
The examination question paper committee shall determine the assignment form and assignment question paper within the framework of the curriculum and the prevailing regulations, with reference to Section 2.


The person with academic responsibility shall ensure written guidelines are drawn up for the examiners. Members of the examination question paper committee may make remarks on the guidelines before such guidelines are sent to the examiners.


The candidate’s performance shall be assessed by a commission comprising two examiners. Each examiner shall normally be on two commissions. Each commission shall to the greatest extent possible have a different composition. 

The commission shall award one provisional grade for the take-home examination. This grade shall be made public. All candidates who pass the written component shall be invited to attend an oral examination. At the conclusion of the oral examination, the final grade shall be awarded. The assessment terms are the grading scale from A-F. The examiners retain the right to award the grade F (fail) also after completion of the oral examination.


Candidates who are admitted to a course or programme of study who do not pass the take-home examination may implement a re-sit examination, with reference to Section 22 of the Regulations for examinations at the University of Tromsø.


Section 7: Supervised written examination

The examination question paper committee shall determine the examination form and examination question paper within the framework of the curriculum and the prevailing regulations, with reference to Section 2.


The person with academic responsibility shall ensure written guidelines are drawn up for the examiners. Members of the examination question paper committee may make remarks on the guidelines before such guidelines are sent to the examiners.


The candidate’s performance shall be assessed by a commission comprising two examiners. One of the examiners should be external. Each commission shall to the greatest extent possible have a different composition. The assessment terms are the grading scale from A-F. 

Where a unit has more than one examination day, a separate grade shall be awarded for each examination day.


Candidates who are admitted to a course or programme of study who do not pass a supervised written examination may implement a re-sit examination, with reference to Section 22 of the Regulations for examinations at the University of Tromsø. 
Where a unit has more than one examination day, each day shall be regarded as a separate examination.


Section 8: Oral examination

The examination question paper committee shall determine the topic within the framework of the curriculum and the prevailing regulations. The committee shall also determine how long in advance the candidates shall receive the topic for the oral examination.


The candidate’s performance shall be assessed by a commission comprising two examiners, one of whom should be external. Each commission shall to the greatest extent possible have a different composition. 

The assessment terms are the grading scale from A-F 


Candidates who are admitted to a course or programme of study who do not pass the examination may implement a re-sit examination, with reference to Section 22 of the Regulations for examinations at the University of Tromsø. 


Section 9: Access to sit the same examination
A candidate has access to re-sit the examination for each unit, with reference to Section 25 of the Regulations for examinations at the University of Tromsø. A candidate who has implemented the examination for a higher unit may not implement the examination for lower units. This regulation does not apply for Master’s theses at the Faculty of Law.



Section 10: Examination supports for supervised examinations 
Candidates are permitted to bring all editions of “Norges lover” (Norwegian Acts of Parliament) to the examination. 

The examination question paper committee may determine that other examination supports are also permitted or attach examination supports to the examination question paper. If other examination supports shall be permitted, candidates shall receive a list of such examination supports no less than five weeks prior to the examination.

Candidates may underline or mark in the margin any text in examination supports, or highlight text in another manner, such as with a highlighter pen, in the body of laws and any other permitted examination supports. Referencing to other parts of an examination support is also permitted. Unfair or disloyal underlining or emphasising is not permitted. The underlining or emphasising of individual letters in words is not permitted.

The following lists of words are permitted: 

- Asgeir Olden: "Juridisk ordliste" (bokmål-nynorsk) 
- Leiv Heggstad: "Gamalnorsk ordbok"
- Karl Arne Utgård: “Juridisk og administrativ ordliste, bokmål – nynorsk”.
- Any other printed Norwegian or overseas lists of words which do not contain definitions or explanations.



Section 11: Appointment of a third examiner
If the two examiners do not reach agreement about the awarding of a grade, the chairperson of the examination question paper committee shall act as the third examiner. If this applies to oral performances, the committee chairperson may determine that a new oral examination be held and that he/she shall also act as an examiner.



Section 12: Professional secrecy
All work concerning question papers for assignments and examinations and assessment of these is covered by professional secrecy, unless otherwise determined. This applies to: 

- assignment/examination question papers, including proposals and draft proposals
- prior details about the identity of the student representative on an examination question paper committee, where a specific representative has been appointed 
- the author of proposals for practical assignments etc.

- internal notes and lists of grades for assessment

Section 13: Anonymity
The candidate number and not the candidate’s name shall be utilised on the written examination/assignment answer. The candidate’s name shall not be made known to the examiners until they have completed the written component of the assessment.


Section 14: Appeals about the awarding of a grade
Section 44 of the Regulations for examinations at the University of Tromsø applies with the following exception: The new examination commission shall receive details of the grade awarded, a copy of the written explanation of the grade awarded, if one were requested, and a copy of the candidate’s written appeal.

This applies for the hearing of appeals about the awarding of grades for examinations started in the spring semester 2006.


Section 15: Diploma
When the candidate has passed the fourth unit oral examination and attained 60 credits in the fifth unit, he/she will receive the Diploma as Master in Jurisprudence. Before the diploma is issued, the candidate must, by handshake or in writing, promise, as ordered by legislative decree dated February 10, 1736: 

"Never knowingly to wish to stray from Right and Justice, far less advise anybody to pursue unnecessary Processes, or in other Manners by their Advice promote any unjust Case or Intention". 
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