REGULATIONS FOR THE ELECTIVE COMPONENT IN THE MASTER’S DEGREE PROGRAMME IN JURISPRUDENCE 

Adopted on 20.11.2003, amended on 19.05.2004 by the Board of the Faculty of Law pursuant to Section 2 of the Regulations for academic studies at the University of Tromsø and Section 2 of the Regulations for examinations at the University of Tromsø. Amended by the Faculty Board on 25.02.05 (case 05/05), 24.06.05 (case 25/05), 30.01.06 (case 02/06), 27.03.06 (case 13-06), 24.04.06 (case 26-06), 13.11.06 (case 75-06) and 25.06.07 (case 52-07).
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CHAPTER 1: COMMON REGULATIONS 

Section 1: Introduction
1. In the course of the programme of study, the student must select between the options for the elective component, such that the Master’s thesis (60 credits) or Master’s thesis (30 credits) combined with a period of study abroad, special courses and special courses at the University of Bergen and University of Oslo comprise a minimum 60 credits.

2. Courses taken outside the faculty must gain approval.
The faculty must grant prior approval for any courses to be taken abroad as well as special courses at UiB and UiO which shall form part of the elective component. Subsequent approval may be granted in special circumstances. 
3. A written application containing documentation of the examinations the candidate has passed must be submitted to the faculty no later than one month prior to the deadline for registrations in the examination semester of the fifth unit.

1. Amended 30.01.06 (case JF 02/06) 

Section 2: Exemptions 
1. The faculty may grant exemption from part of the elective component on the basis of passing the Master’s thesis at the Faculty of Law in Bergen or Oslo, or other theses which fulfil the academic requirements for the Master’s thesis (30 credits) or Master’s thesis (60 credits). Such theses must individually or in combination with other alternatives in the elective component comprise a minimum 60 credits.

2. Exemptions for credits in the elective component may be granted when the candidate has passed an equivalent examination at another institution.
The faculty may also grant an exemption of 15 credits on the basis of university or university college-level examinations equivalent to a minimum 60 credits in at least one of the following subject areas: social science, economics and language. 

It is the applicant’s responsibility to document that such examinations form the basis for exemptions. 
3. Applications for exemption must be submitted in writing to the faculty no later than one month prior to the deadline for registrations in the examination semester of the fifth unit.

1. Amended 30.01.06 (case JF 02/06) 

Section 3: Access for others than law students at the University of Tromsø to submit a Master’s thesis or take special courses

1. Upon application, the faculty can allow others than law students at the University of Tromsø to implement examinations in special courses. 
2. Only students admitted to the Master Degree Programme in Jurisprudence at the University of Tromsø may submit a Master’s thesis for assessment. See Chapter 3.


Section 4: Appeals
The normal appeal regulations for university examinations apply. 
1. With reference to Section 42-44 of the Regulations for examinations at the University of Tromsø 

Section 5: Diploma
The title and grade of the Master’s thesis and for any special courses will be shown on the diploma. In cases where the Master’s thesis is a group effort, this shall be stated on the diploma. When the elective component comprises study abroad, this is shown on the diploma without indicating grades. See Section 9 of the study plan.


CHAPTER 2: THE FACULTY’S SPECIAL COURSES 

Section 6: Which courses are offered 
The faculty offers several special courses, each of which yield 15 credits. Refer to our website for more information about the special courses: http://uit.no/jus/5797/ 
1. Amended 30.01.06 (case JF 02/06) 

Section 7: Examination 
1. The examination form for each of the special courses is stipulated in the course curriculum.
2. Examinations for special courses are implemented near the end of the semester. The faculty may stipulate further rules for the implementation of these examinations.
3. In order to register for a special course, students at the Faculty of Law must have passed the third unit of the Master’s Degree Programme in Jurisprudence.

1. Amended 27.03.06 (case JF 13/06)  2. Amended 13.11.06 (case JF 75/06)

Section 8: Examination question paper committee 
1. Teaching staff for the course in question, in consultation with the person with academic responsibility, are obliged to submit a minimum of two proposals for examination question papers. Members of the unit committee and teaching staff at the faculty may also submit proposals.
2. The fifth unit committee approves examination question papers for ordinary examinations, as well as for postponed examinations and re-sit examinations for special courses.
1. Amended 27.03.06 (case JF 13/06) 

Section 9: Assessment of special subjects
1. Assessment is handled by two examiners, one of which should be the person with academic responsibility.1 
2. The candidates who pass the examination will be invited to attend an oral examination. 
3. Upon completion of the oral examination, the grade is awarded in accordance with the scales of grades from A - F.2
The examiners reserve the right to award the grade F also after the oral examination has been implemented. 
4. If the examiners do not reach agreement on the awarding of a grade, the head of examinations for the fifth unit shall function as another examiner.

1. With reference to Section 3-9, clauses 5, 6 and 7, of the Act regarding universities and university colleges and Section 38 of the Regulations for examinations at the University of Tromsø. 2. With reference to Section 36 of the Regulations for examinations at the University of Tromsø and the supplementary descriptions adopted by the Faculty Board on 11.06.03 (JF 41/03) 

Section 10: The right to re-sit an examination 
A candidate who implements an examination in a special course and is awarded a grade of F has the right to implement a re-sit examination, with reference to Section 22 of the Regulations for examinations at the University of Tromsø.


CHAPTER 3: MASTER’S THESIS

Section 11: Introduction1 
1. During the fifth unit, the students shall submit a larger written work (Master’s thesis).
2. The Master’s thesis normally yields 30 credits. However, this may be 60 credits. 
3. In order to gain course approval and submit a Master’s thesis, the student must have passed the third unit. 
4. It is compulsory for students to attend the introductory course on writing a Master’s thesis, with reference to Section 17. Other supervision and advice is optional, with reference to Sections 18 and 19.
1. Amended 19.5.2004

Section 12: Learning outcomes
The objective of the Master’s thesis is to provide the students training in the preparation and production of larger juridical or partially juridical questions, based on an independent analysis of the topic and source material. The Master’s thesis is also designed to provide the students specialisation on a specific topic. The thesis and elective courses jointly comprise the student’s elective specialisation or major.


Section 13: Thesis topic
1. The topic of the thesis shall be of a juridical or partially juridical nature, including perspective subjects such as General Theory of Law, History of Law, Sociology of Law, Law and Economics and Criminology. The thesis shall be suitable to fulfil the objectives of the programme of study pursuant to point two. 
2. The students may select a topic from the faculty’s subject catalogue. The catalogue is drawn up by the faculty and contains a list of actual topics and supervisors. 
3. Topics for theses to be written in the autumn semester must be approved by September 1, while the approval deadline for the spring semester is January 15. This also applies for students who do not wish to receive supervision. In order to have a thesis topic approved, the students must have a study place for the fifth unit, with reference to Section 25. 

Section 14: Altering of thesis type or topic
1. The faculty may approve transition from a Master’s thesis yielding 60 credits to one yielding 30 credits. 
2. Rules for writing of the thesis are then pursuant to the rules for writing of a thesis yielding 30 credits. 
3. Students who are receiving supervision may adapt the topic of the thesis in consultation with their supervisor. Complete alteration of topics must gain the faculty’s approval. For students not receiving supervision, all amendments and alterations must gain the faculty’s approval.


Section 15: Thesis content
The thesis shall be an independent piece of work and the content shall fulfil the objectives stipulated for Master’s theses, with reference to Section 12. Argumentation in the thesis shall be open and as complete as possible. All source references shall be precise and re-checkable. Additional requirements concerning method, specialisation and independence apply for Master’s theses yielding 60 credits.


Section 16: Thesis length
1. An individual Master’s thesis yielding 30 credits shall be of a minimum 12,000 words and a maximum 18,000 words. In special circumstances, dispensation from the minimum word requirement may be granted. Dispensation from the maximum word requirement is not granted.

2. An individual Master’s thesis yielding 60 credits shall be of a minimum 25,000 words and a maximum 40,000 words. No dispensations concerning minimum or maximum word requirements are granted. 
3. The length of a Master’s thesis written by a group shall be such that the contribution of each participant satisfies the above-mentioned minimum and maximum word requirements.
4. The length of the thesis shall be adapted to suit the topic in question. This is one of the elements of assessment, with reference to Section 22. 
5. The above-mentioned guidelines do not take into account the foreword, table of contents, index, literature list and any appendices. However, footnotes and conclusions should be taken into account.

Theses exceeding the stipulated length will not be assessed.

1. Amended 30.01.06 (case JF 02/06) 

Section 17: Compulsory introductory course2
1. The compulsory introductory course comprises an introduction to writing larger works (including the use of computers), and an introduction to scientific thinking (including theory of law and philosophy). 
2. The course has its own syllabus, which course participants must read prior to implementing the course. 
3. Participation in the introductory course is one of the conditions for submitting a Master’s thesis for assessment. Exemption from participating in the introductory course may only be granted in special circumstances upon an application in writing to the faculty.

4. In addition to participating in the introductory course, all students writing a Master’s thesis yielding 60 credits must also attend a seminar at which they will present their project. 
1. Amended 27.03.06 (case JF 13/06)  2. Amended 25.06.07 (case JF 52/07)

Section 18: Supervision1
1. It is generally the student’s responsibility to find a topic and supervisor, either internally or externally. The supervisor must gain the faculty’s approval.
2. Students are free to seek advice and assistance from others than their supervisor. However, such advice must not breech the requirement that the thesis shall be the student’s own work, with reference to Sections 12 and 15.
1. Amended 25.06.07 (case JF 52/07) 

Section 19: Extent of supervision1
1. Students writing an individual Master’s thesis yielding 30 credits are entitled to 12 hours’ supervision. 

2. Students writing an individual Master’s thesis yielding 60 credits are entitled to 30 hours’ supervision. 

3. A group of two students jointly writing a Master’s thesis yielding 30 credits is entitled to 30 hours’ supervision, while a group of three students is entitled to 42 hours’ supervision.

4. A group of two students jointly writing a Master’s thesis yielding 60 credits is entitled to 50 hours’ supervision, while a group of three students is entitled to 70 hours’ supervision.

5. Supervision incorporates time utilised for reading and compilation of feedback to individual or group sessions. 

6. Students may only claim their quota of supervision once in the course of the programme of study.

7. Students who amend or alter their topic, with reference to Section 14, clause 3, and Section 20, clause 1, do not have the right to additional supervision time.

1. Amended 25.06.07(case JF 52/07) 

Section 20: Submission1, 2
1. Only theses approved by the faculty pursuant to Sections 13 and 14, and which satisfy the requirements on length pursuant to Section 16, may be submitted for assessment. 

2. The thesis shall be submitted in five bound, printed copies, an electronic copy shall be sent by e-mail to elektronisk_innlevering@jus.uit.no and the thesis shall also be entered into the university’s database MUNIN. Two of the printed copies shall be anonymous, while the three others shall contain the candidate’s name instead of his/her candidate number. (Font size: 12 pt, line spacing: 1.5)

3. The thesis shall be submitted for assessment no later than May 3 in the spring semester and December 15 in the autumn semester or, in the instance of weekends and public holidays, the next working day. A thesis submitted for assessment may not be withdrawn. 

4. A thesis which has been submitted for assessment at another education institution may not be submitted for assessment at the Faculty of Law at the University of Tromsø.

1. Amended 27.03.06 (case JF 13/06) 2. Amended 25.06.07 (case JF 52/07)

Section 21: Postponed test/additional examination time 
The normal rules concerning postponed tests and extended time apply, with reference to Sections 21 and 34 of the Regulations for examinations at the University of Tromsø. 

Section 22: Assessment

1. Submitted Master’s theses are assessed by two examiners, at least one of whom shall be external. The candidate’s supervisor shall normally be one of the examiners for Master’s theses yielding 30 credits, but may not be an examiner for Master’s theses yielding 60 credits.
2. The assessment terms utilised shall be the grading scale of A-F, with reference to Section 35 of the Regulations for examinations at the University of Tromsø, and supplementary descriptions adopted by the Faculty Board on 11.06.03 (JF 41/03)
3. The assessment of Master’s theses shall place emphasis on to what extent the thesis fulfils the requirements specified in Sections 12 and 15. The student’s ability to formulate precise problems or hypotheses, the student’s general descriptive skills and the topic’s degree of difficulty will also be taken into account. The same applies with respect to the thesis’ length in relation to the topic in question.

4. The assessment shall normally be completed no later than six weeks after submission of the thesis.
If the examiners do not reach agreement on the awarding of a grade, the faculty will appoint a third examiner.
5. The examiners shall prepare a brief written explanation of the grade awarded. This shall be sent to the student. After the awarding of the grade, students who have written their thesis without having received supervision over and above the compulsory introductory course shall have a personal meeting with one of the examiners. At this meeting, the student will receive an explanation of the grade awarded and the examiner will control that the student has written the thesis. Any suspicions of cheating should be reported to the faculty. 
1. Amended 30.01.06 (case JF 02/06)

Section  23: New grade
1. Master’s theses which have been subject to assessment may not be resubmitted for a new assessment in a reworked form unless the thesis was awarded a grade of F (fail). The same applies for individual authors’ components of a group thesis. A group thesis assessed as a collective work may only be resubmitted in a reworked form for a new assessment for the group as a whole. 

2. When resubmitting a reworked thesis, the university’s regulation about a candidate not attempting the same examination on more than three occasions applies. 


Section 24: Appeals1. 
The normal regulations relating to the right of appeal and deadlines for university examinations apply for complaints about the assessment of a Master’s thesis.
1. With reference to Sections 42-44 of the Regulations regarding examinations at the University of Tromsø. 


Section 25: Special rules
1. The faculty may grant overseas students and candidates who for the purpose of study are attached to the Faculty of Law access to have their Master’s thesis assessed in accordance with the rules outlined in this chapter.

2. The faculty may grant approval for a Master’s thesis to be written in a language other than Norwegian.

Section 26: Exemption and approval
1. Exemption from the writing of a Master’s thesis is granted pursuant to Section 3-5 of the Act regarding universities and university colleges. Only a thesis which is equivalent in content, length and depth to a Master’s thesis for law studies may be granted approval for exemption.1 
2. The Programme Board handles applications for exemption from writing a Master’s thesis and, where relevant, appoints the person who shall undertake the academic assessment.

3. The faculty may grant exemption on the basis of having written and passed a Master’s thesis at the Faculty of Law in Bergen or Oslo, or other theses which fulfil the academic requirements for a Master’s thesis.
4. Prior approval must be sought for theses written while on a period of study abroad if the thesis in question shall provide basis for exemption from the compulsory Master’s thesis.
1. With reference to Sections 13, 15 and 16

Section 27: Authority
Unless otherwise decided, the Academic Affairs Committee makes decisions prepared by the faculty.


Section 28: Taking effect 
Candidate may begin on Master’s theses yielding 60 credits from autumn 2004 in accordance with these rules and regulations. All the other rules and regulations take effect from 01.01.05.
1. Applies to chapter 3

CHAPTER 4: INTERNATIONAL MOOT COURT COMPETITION 

Section 29: Moot court competitions 
Participation in the international or national Moot Court Competition yields 15 credits given that such participation has prior approval and that the student has passed testing following the competition.

CHAPTER 5: DISPENSATION

Section 30: Dispensation 
Dispensation may be granted from the provisions in these regulations upon application in circumstances where strong grounds exist.
1. Amended 24.04.06 (case JF 26-06) 
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