CHEATING 

Regulations concerning cheating during an examination, including responses and procedures, may be found in Sections 4-7, 4-8 and 4-11 of the Act regarding universities and university colleges. The university has adopted supplementary regulations. We refer in particular to Section 19, the use of sources and permitted examination supports during examinations, and Section 20, Cheating in Examinations, of the Regulations for examinations at the University of Tromsø.

The University of Tromsø views cheating seriously. Instances of cheating are a burden for the administrative and academic staff involved. Students who cheat will be directly affected and cheating also affects other students indirectly when others jump the queue in the competition for fair grades.

What is cheating?
Unfair actions or conditions designed to give the candidate an unauthorised advantage during an examination is regarded as cheating. Actions which entail the candidate’s knowledge and skills not being tested and assessed in an impartial and professionally adequate manner will be viewed as cheating. Instances of candidates gaining knowledge about the content of the examination question paper before the examination commences or manipulating his/her examination answer after the examination answer in question has been submitted will also be regarded as cheating.

Main categories of cheating 
Illegal use of examination supports during an examination: 
Examples may include unauthorised notes, mobile phones, books and calculators. Permitted examination supports are stated in the examination regulations and on the inspection form for the unit in question. Click here to view the description of permitted examination supports for supervised written examinations. Suspicions about cheating may also be reported if the candidate does not stop writing on the examination answer when the allotted examination time has elapsed.

Copying/duplication (plagiary) of texts from other sources without source referencing: 
Attempting to present someone else’s text as your own will be regarded as cheating. This involves texts from specialist literature, lecture notes, previously submitted examination answers and texts from the Internet etc. Be vigilant about always stating source references and literature lists! We recommend Universitetsforlaget’s guidance about referencing in legal texts. Refer also to our means of control below.

Copying/duplication of text from another student’s examination answer: 
The copying of extracts or entire earlier examination answers, including from student assignments available at the library or on the Internet, is covered by regulations about cheating. This applies also with respect to the discovery of illegal copies of other students’ answers, which have not been made public.

Illegal collaboration between individual students or groups of students as well as third parties in examination situations: 
Communication between students during supervised written examinations (both inside and outside the examination venue) will be regarded as cheating. Collaboration between individual students during take-home assignments, semester papers etc. which lead to similarities in the submitted answers or which give one or both candidates unauthorised advantages in an examination situation will be regarded as cheating.

Control
Prior to commencement of the examination, students at the Faculty of Law shall submit all permitted examination supports for control. All students must ensure that everything submitted complies with the inspection form, including that no illegal references or notes are found in the code of laws. Illegal examination supports will be confiscated and may be reported as an attempt to cheat.

Examination invigilators and the people with administrative and academic responsibility for the examination have the authority to control examination supports during the examination. The above-mentioned people also have the authorisation to make alterations to the placement of candidates both inside and outside the examination venue, both as a preventative measure against cheating and if suspicions of cheating arise. In the event that cheating in the examination venue is reported, the candidate(s) in question will be encouraged to continue the examination.

The Faculty of Law utilises examiners as stipulated in Chapter VII (Examination Results) of the Regulations for Examinations at the University of Tromsø. 

The Faculty of Law utilises the electronic tool Ephorus, which detects plagiarising of text in student assignments. The submitted answer is checked against around 2.5 million documents on the Internet, including answers submitted by students in current semester and previous semesters. The tool may also be utilised when reporting suspicion of cheating in assignments submitted in a printed, paper-based form. In such instances, the answer will be scanned after being submitted.

Students and examiners, other staff as well as external people may report suspicions of cheating to the Faculty of Law, which will further investigate the matter.

You must be attentive to ensure other students do not misuse your examination work or trust. Here are some tips: 
• turn over the sheets of rough paper/answer sheets paper/answer sheets you have on your desk during a supervised written examination so that other students are unable to copy your answers.
• delete documents from shared files on computers which may be accessed by other students. 
• do not throw extracts from examination work in the wastepaper basket so they are easily accessible to others. 

If you have suspicions that other students have misused your work before, during or after an examination, you may report such suspicions to the examination co-ordinator at the Faculty of Law’s administration.
Handling of cases involving cheating
A student or students suspected of cheating before, during or after an examination will be confronted with these suspicions and will have an opportunity to be heard before any decision is made. In some situations where suspicions of cheating arise, you must count on assessment taking longer than normal.
Sanctions
Cheating is punishable by annulment of the examination and/or exclusion. Decisions concerning annulment or exclusion are made by the university’s Central Appeals Committee. Candidates found guilty of cheating may, with a resolution by the board itself or the university’s Central Appeals Committee, be excluded from the university and lose the right to sit the examination at any other institution for a period of up to one year pursuant to the Act regarding universities and university colleges.


The right of appeal
Decisions about annulment or exclusion may be appealed pursuant to Sections 7-7 (3) and 5-1 (7) of the Act regarding universities and university colleges. The appeals body shall be the Ministry or a special appeals body appointed by the ministry. In such instances, resolutions as a general rule should not be implemented until the appeal process has been completed.
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