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OutlineOutline

•• IntroductionIntroduction

•• New New interestinterest in/in/contestedcontested narrativesnarratives on on 
regionsregions, , bordersborders, , identitiesidentities

•• Boundary producing practices Boundary producing practices 

1.1. The FinnishThe Finnish--Russian border as an Russian border as an 
exampleexample

2.2. Finnish regions/regionalismFinnish regions/regionalism

•• ConclusionsConclusions
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PremisesPremises

•• Ph.DPh.D--course course –– concept of theory: concept of theory: 
conceptualizationconceptualization

•• Region, boundaries and identities are spatially Region, boundaries and identities are spatially 
and historically contingent processes: The need and historically contingent processes: The need 
for an historical approachfor an historical approach

•• Results of broader social and cultural processesResults of broader social and cultural processes

•• Boundaries are not merely lines between spatial Boundaries are not merely lines between spatial 
units: they are units: they are sedimentedsedimented in broader and in broader and 
‘‘smallersmaller’’ processes all over the processes all over the ‘‘regionregion’’
(education, politics, economy, governance) and (education, politics, economy, governance) and 
spatializedspatialized symbolisms (cf. relational approach)symbolisms (cf. relational approach)
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•• ””Put simply, in terms of real flows of Put simply, in terms of real flows of 

economic activity, nation states have economic activity, nation states have 

already already lost their role as meaningful units lost their role as meaningful units 

of participation in the global economy of of participation in the global economy of 

todaytoday’’s borderless worlds borderless world”” (Kenichi (Kenichi OhmaeOhmae

1995)1995)
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Performing the border: nationalistPerforming the border: nationalist--

masculine territorial practices in Indiamasculine territorial practices in India--

Pakistan border as an examplePakistan border as an example
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BorderBorder--relatedrelated literatureliterature is is mushroomingmushrooming
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•• ““Contemporary frontiers are not simply lines on Contemporary frontiers are not simply lines on 
maps, the unproblematic givens of political life, maps, the unproblematic givens of political life, 
where one jurisdiction or political authority ends where one jurisdiction or political authority ends 
and another begins; they are central to and another begins; they are central to 
understanding political life. Examining the understanding political life. Examining the 
justifications of frontiers raises crucial, often justifications of frontiers raises crucial, often 
dramatic, questions concerning citizenship, dramatic, questions concerning citizenship, 
identity, political loyalty, exclusion, inclusion and identity, political loyalty, exclusion, inclusion and 
of the ends of the stateof the ends of the state”” (Anderson 1996:1)(Anderson 1996:1)

•• ““Borders and boundaries, identities and Borders and boundaries, identities and 
difference construct and determine to a large difference construct and determine to a large 
extent the space of agency, the mode of extent the space of agency, the mode of 
participation in which we act as citizens in the participation in which we act as citizens in the 
multilayered polities to which we belongmultilayered polities to which we belong”” (Yuval(Yuval--
Davis 1997:17)Davis 1997:17)
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SOME BACKGROUNDS FOR THE SOME BACKGROUNDS FOR THE 

RECENT INTEREST IN BOUNDARIESRECENT INTEREST IN BOUNDARIES

•• Discussions about Discussions about ‘‘postmodern conditionpostmodern condition’’ (the socially (the socially 
constructed and contested nature of identities, societal constructed and contested nature of identities, societal 
knowledge and knowledge and ‘‘truthstruths’’))

•• Current neoCurrent neo--liberal socioliberal socio--economic conditioneconomic condition

•• Emerging Emerging ‘‘flowflow’’--rhetoric, which is linked with various forms rhetoric, which is linked with various forms 
of globalization of globalization 

•• GlobalGlobal environmentalenvironmental problemsproblems//ecopoliticsecopolitics ((e.ge.g. . globalglobal
warmingwarming))

•• RiskRisk societysociety: : borderborder--crossingcrossing catastrophescatastrophes (Tshernobyl, (Tshernobyl, 
Asian Asian TsunamiTsunami))

•• Debates on changing forms of communication e.g. Debates on changing forms of communication e.g. 
cyperspacecyperspace

•• Displacement, dislocation and the rise of nationalism, Displacement, dislocation and the rise of nationalism, 
regionalism and ethnoregionalism and ethno--territorial identities.territorial identities.
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•• ExamplesExamples
of the of the 
recentrecent
ideasideas of of 
borderborder in in 
variousvarious
subareassubareas
of of humanhuman
geographygeography
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BackgroundsBackgrounds for for currentcurrent debatesdebates on on 

regionsregions

•• ResurgenceResurgence of of regionsregions sincesince WW II and WW II and particularlyparticularly
sincesince the 1990sthe 1990s

•• New New globalglobal divisionsdivisions of of spacespace ((economyeconomy, culture, culture……))

•• EuropeEurope: : debatesdebates on the on the hollowinghollowing out of the out of the statestate, , 
integrationintegration, , dependenciesdependencies, , regulationregulation, , EuropeEurope of of 
regionsregions, , regionalregional identityidentity as an EU as an EU strategystrategy

•• rere--organizationorganization of of regionalregional governancegovernance and and 
questionsquestions of of devolutiondevolution ((e.ge.g. . NordicNordic countriescountries, UK), UK)

•• RegionalizationRegionalization processprocess ((e.ge.g. . BalticBaltic SeaSea, Barents), Barents)

•• PlacePlace marketingmarketing, , placeplace promotionpromotion

•• NotNot to to ””putput regionsregions backback”” butbut to to ””putput themthem in in theirtheir
placeplace”” ((JessopJessop))
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RegionRegion buildingbuilding processprocess: : discoursediscourse, , mapmap, , 

actionaction
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New New regionalismregionalism in in 

EuropeEurope ((SourceSource: : 

DeasDeas & Lord 2006)& Lord 2006)

•• AboutAbout 150 150 ’’new new 

unusualunusual oror nonnon--

standardstandard regionsregions’’
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HowHow dodo wewe internalizeinternalize regionalregional and and 

territorialterritorial ’’identitiesidentities’’? ? 
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Social Social spatializationspatialization (Rob Shields)(Rob Shields)
•• The The processprocess duringduring whichwhich a a societysociety producesproduces itsits
relevantrelevant ideasideas aboutabout spacesspaces, , regionregion, , placeplace, i.e. , i.e. 
spatialityspatiality

•• ””I I useuse the the termterm social social spatialisationspatialisation to to designatedesignate
the the ongoingongoing social social constructionconstruction of the of the spatialspatial at at 
the the levellevel of the social of the social imaginaryimaginary ((collectivecollective
mythologiesmythologies, , presuppositionspresuppositions) as ) as wellwell as as 
interventionsinterventions in the in the landscapelandscape (for (for exampleexample, the , the 
builtbuilt environmentenvironment). ). ThisThis termterm allowsallows us to us to namename
an an objectobject of of studystudy whichwhich encompassesencompasses bothboth the the 
culturalcultural logiclogic of the of the spatialspatial and and itsits expressionexpression
and and elaborationelaboration in in languagelanguage and and moremore concreteconcrete
actionsactions, , constructionsconstructions and and institutionalinstitutional
arrangmentsarrangments”” ((RobRob ShieldsShields: : PlacesPlaces on the on the 
MarginMargin, p. 31), p. 31)
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SpatialSpatial socializationsocialization

•• SpatialSpatial socializationsocialization is is institutioninstitution--basedbased processprocess
throughthrough whichwhich individualindividual actorsactors and and collectivitiescollectivities
areare socializedsocialized as as membersmembers of of specificspecific territoriallyterritorially
boundedbounded spatialspatial entitiesentities and and throughthrough whichwhich theythey
moremore oror lessless activelyactively internalizeinternalize collectivecollective
territorialterritorial identitiesidentities and and sharedshared traditionstraditions and and 
spatialspatial imaginariesimaginaries (= a (= a contestedcontested processprocess))

•• HelpsHelps to to understandunderstand the the formsforms of  of  
territorializationterritorialization of the of the societysociety in in variousvarious social social 
practicespractices and and discoursesdiscourses: : historicallyhistorically contingentcontingent

•• CartographicCartographic anxietyanxiety: inside/outside, us/: inside/outside, us/themthem, , 
lineslines of of powerpower, , mapmap--makingmaking
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SpatialSpatial socializationsocialization in in practicepractice: : symbolicsymbolic

violenceviolence ------ educationeducation
•• GeographyGeography lessonlesson

(1943) in the (1943) in the SovietSoviet

territoryterritory thatthat Finland Finland 

occupiedoccupied in 1941in 1941

•• ’’FactsFacts’’, , stereotypesstereotypes, , 

OtheringOthering

•• NeglectedNeglected areaarea in in 

nationalismnationalism studiesstudies

•• ProducesProduces languageslanguages of of 

integrationintegration and and 

distinctiondistinction

•• In the EU a national In the EU a national 

questionquestion
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SpatialSpatial socializationsocialization in in practicepractice: : physicalphysical

violenceviolence

•• MilitaryMilitary

serviceservice

•• E.gE.g. in . in 

Finland Finland 

organizedorganized

on a on a 

regionalregional

basisbasis
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InstitutionalizationInstitutionalization of of regionsregions
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The The territorialterritorial shapingshaping of Finlandof Finland

•• HistoricalHistorical continuitycontinuity
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TerritorialTerritorial shapingshaping: : MakingMaking the the 

statestate visiblevisible

•• The The powerpower of of mapsmaps

•• The The firstfirst mapmap of of 

Finland as a Finland as a boundedbounded

territoryterritory in in FinnishFinnish

•• Made Made byby the the studentstudent

Union (nation) of Union (nation) of 

SavoSavo--Karjala in 1846Karjala in 1846

•• SchoolSchool atlasesatlases in in 

educationeducation
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MakingMaking national/national/symbolicsymbolic landscapelandscape

EveryEvery maturemature (??) nation (??) nation 

hashas itsits symbolicsymbolic

landscapes..theselandscapes..these

landscapeslandscapes areare

usuallyusually an an essentialessential

partpart of the of the 

iconographyiconography of of 

nationhoodnationhood

Donald Donald MeinigMeinig 19791979
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SymbolizingSymbolizing confontationconfontation: national : national 

iconographiesiconographies
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The The powerpower of of allegoriesallegories: : symbolicsymbolic

strugglestruggle overover national national spacespace

•• The The MaidMaid of of 

Finland Finland 

fightingfighting withwith

RussiaRussia (Eetu (Eetu 

Isto: The Isto: The 

AttackAttack 1899)1899)
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TopelianicTopelianic identity narrative: The identity narrative: The 

book of our land book of our land 

““This nation has grown up as one, like many trees form a large This nation has grown up as one, like many trees form a large 
forest. Pines, spruces and birches are different timber species,forest. Pines, spruces and birches are different timber species, but but 
together they are a forest. The people in one province differ frtogether they are a forest. The people in one province differ from om 
those in another province as regards their appearance, clothing,those in another province as regards their appearance, clothing,
character, habits and standard of living. We can easily distingucharacter, habits and standard of living. We can easily distinguish a ish a 
person from person from HHäämeme from a Karelian, a person from from a Karelian, a person from UusimaaUusimaa from an from an 
OstroOstro--BothnianBothnian; we can even distinguish the inhabitants of one ; we can even distinguish the inhabitants of one 
parish from those from neighbouring parishes. But when we travelparish from those from neighbouring parishes. But when we travel
abroad and meet our fellow countrymen from other parts of our abroad and meet our fellow countrymen from other parts of our 
country, we will find out that in many respects they are similarcountry, we will find out that in many respects they are similar. And . And 
when a foreigner travels to Finland, he finds that the inhabitanwhen a foreigner travels to Finland, he finds that the inhabitants of ts of 
this country have much in common as regards their character. Forthis country have much in common as regards their character. For
those who have lived in the same country since their childhood, those who have lived in the same country since their childhood, 
subordinated to the same laws and living conditions, must have, subordinated to the same laws and living conditions, must have, 
with all their differences, much in commonwith all their differences, much in common……Such a sense of Such a sense of 
belonging or quality (belonging or quality (national character)national character) is much easier to feel than is much easier to feel than 
to explain. It is the stamp that God has impressed on all nationto explain. It is the stamp that God has impressed on all nations by s by 
letting their inhabitants live together for a long timeletting their inhabitants live together for a long time”” ZacharisZacharis
TopeliusTopelius the end of the 19th century.the end of the 19th century.
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The The FinnishFinnish--RussianRussian borderborder waswas openopen duringduring

the the autonomyautonomy periodperiod (1809(1809--1917)1917)
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BorderBorder drawingdrawing –– a a masculinistmasculinist projectproject? The ? The 

FinnishFinnish delegationdelegation in the Tartu in the Tartu peacepeace

negotiationsnegotiations (1920)(1920)
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•• The The emergenceemergence of of 

politicalpolitical symbolismsymbolism at at 

the the borderborder areaarea afterafter

gaininggaining the the 

independenceindependence

•• SovietSoviet ideologicalideological

landscapelandscape emergedemerged
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BoundariesBoundaries on the on the movemove

•• WinterWinter warwar 19391939--4040

•• ContinuationContinuation WarWar

19411941--19441944

•• Area Area occupiedoccupied byby the the 

FinnishFinnish troopstroops 19411941--

4444

•• The The cededceded areasareas
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GeographersGeographers makingmaking geopoliticsgeopolitics: : ””The The 

forestsforests of the of the forthcomingforthcoming FinlandFinland””

•• VVääininöö Auer (1941) in Auer (1941) in 

the the journaljournal TerraTerra
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SovietSoviet ideologicalideological landscapelandscape in the in the 

formerformer FinnishFinnish city city VyborgVyborg
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BroaderBroader politicspolitics: : FinlandizationFinlandization??

•• The The PrimePrime ministerminister

of of NorwayNorway

apologisedapologised the the 

cartooncartoon publishedpublished

in the in the newspapernewspaper

’’NationenNationen’’ in 1977in 1977
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MakingMaking globalglobal geopoliticsgeopolitics: North : North AmericanAmerican

vision of Finland as vision of Finland as partpart of Eastern of Eastern 

EuropeEurope ((SaulSaul B B CohenCohen 1964)1964)
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ReRe--locatinglocating the the lostlost culturalcultural spacespace

of Kareliaof Karelia

•• AfterAfter WW II, WW II, 
especiallyespecially sincesince the the 
1970s a new 1970s a new symbolicsymbolic
spacespace emergedemerged alongalong
the the borderborder areaarea: : ””the the 
RoadRoad of of BardBard and and 
PoemPoem””

•• VariousVarious generationsgenerations
havehave differentdifferent
experiencesexperiences
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CurrentCurrent crossingcrossing pointspoints on the on the 

FinnishFinnish--RussianRussian borderborder

•• DuringDuring the the SovietSoviet
periodperiod the the borderborder waswas
closedclosed and and borderborder
relationsrelations werewere
decideddecided betweenbetween the the 
twotwo statesstates

•• DuringDuring postpost--SovietSoviet
timetime the the numbernumber of of 
international international crossingcrossing
pointspoints hashas increasedincreased
perpetuallyperpetually

•• EU EU projectsprojects
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DeDe--institionalizationinstitionalization of regions: Finnish of regions: Finnish 

counties (counties (lläääänini) in 1996 and 1997) in 1996 and 1997
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Traditional Finnish provinces and the change Traditional Finnish provinces and the change 

in 1994 in 1994 –– going to the going to the ‘‘Europe of regionsEurope of regions’’
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ProvincesProvinces in in properproper: : peoplepeople on the on the 

movemove
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MunicipalMunicipal scalescale: : peoplepeople on the on the movemove -- makingmaking

granulargranular spacesspaces ((personalpersonal collectionscollections of of spatialspatial

experiencesexperiences = = ””placeplace”” ?)?)
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RegionalRegional councilscouncils

•• ImportantImportant regionalregional planningplanning bodiesbodies

•• ImportantImportant actorsactors in the in the ””EuropeEurope of of regionsregions””

•• No No democraticdemocratic ((electedelected) ) politicalpolitical representationrepresentation

•• CreateCreate ((academicacademic) ) narrativesnarratives on on identityidentity thatthat

seemseem to to bebe globalizingglobalizing as as farfar as as theirtheir rhetoricalrhetorical

contentcontent is is concernedconcerned ((creativitycreativity, , learninglearning

regionsregions, , regionregion as a as a sourcesource of of innovationinnovation))
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NormativeNormative identityidentity narrativesnarratives

•• ““Regional identity means inhabitantRegional identity means inhabitant’’s strong commitment s strong commitment 
with the home region. It is the image that people hold of with the home region. It is the image that people hold of 
the home area, this image has to be taken into the home area, this image has to be taken into 
consideration in development activities and to encourage consideration in development activities and to encourage 
peoplepeople’’s creativity and entrepreneurship. Identity is s creativity and entrepreneurship. Identity is 
greatly modified by how people feel they are esteemed. greatly modified by how people feel they are esteemed. 
A strong identity and a positive image are remarkable A strong identity and a positive image are remarkable 
resources in regional development. Both of them can be resources in regional development. Both of them can be 
influenced by positive communication (Lapin influenced by positive communication (Lapin liittoliitto
2002:43)2002:43)

•• ““(The province of) (The province of) KainuuKainuu has the need and capacity has the need and capacity ––
based on its identity, distinctiveness of nature and based on its identity, distinctiveness of nature and 
culture culture –– to develop its competitiveness by investing on to develop its competitiveness by investing on 
the development of the resources of the local people, the development of the resources of the local people, 
that is on human, educational and social capitalthat is on human, educational and social capital””
((KainuunKainuun liittoliitto 2003:40)2003:40)
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The narratives can at times be flavoured by The narratives can at times be flavoured by 

a vision of a dynamic pluralistic and a vision of a dynamic pluralistic and 

internationalizing worldinternationalizing world……
•• ““A person from A person from HHäämeme is deliberate, capable and is deliberate, capable and 
participatoryparticipatory……A new kind of feeling of community will be A new kind of feeling of community will be 
created through participation, which will add the attraction of created through participation, which will add the attraction of 
the region in the uncertain and shattering global economy the region in the uncertain and shattering global economy 
(p.24)(p.24)……The provincial plan has provided a vision of the The provincial plan has provided a vision of the 
values of the neovalues of the neo--tribe of tribe of HHäämeme: a feeling of neo: a feeling of neo--
communality based on plurality, tolerance, participation that communality based on plurality, tolerance, participation that 
can become concrete in catalyzing village action (p. can become concrete in catalyzing village action (p. 
30)30)””(H(Häämeen meen maakuntamaakunta……2003).2003).

•• ““Eastern Eastern UusimaaUusimaa is a goodis a good--quality, capable and vital quality, capable and vital 
bilingual cultural area. The province is a strong international bilingual cultural area. The province is a strong international 
actor in the Baltic areaactor in the Baltic area”” (p. 7)(p. 7)…… The identity of Eastern The identity of Eastern 
UusimaaUusimaa has to be exploited by using materials depicting this has to be exploited by using materials depicting this 
identity in various occasions, especially in education, in identity in various occasions, especially in education, in 
strengthening skills and in events linked with Eastern strengthening skills and in events linked with Eastern 
UusimaaUusimaa”” (p.8)(p.8)
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Regions as academic constructs: Finnish Regions as academic constructs: Finnish 

geographers at workgeographers at work

•• various scholars have come into very different various scholars have come into very different 
conclusions when mapping the regions of Finland. conclusions when mapping the regions of Finland. 

•• RydenRyden (1993) reminds that maps are (1993) reminds that maps are ’’segments of the segments of the 
professional autobiographies of their makersprofessional autobiographies of their makers’’. . 

•• The evaluation of the regional divisions made by The evaluation of the regional divisions made by 
geographers suggests that the production of maps and geographers suggests that the production of maps and 
regional divisions may be understood partly on the basis regional divisions may be understood partly on the basis 
of of BourdieuBourdieu’’ss (1985) theories of distinction and symbolic (1985) theories of distinction and symbolic 
capital in a scientific field. capital in a scientific field. 

•• Regional divisions are not merely results of pure Regional divisions are not merely results of pure 
objectifying academic effort to create order on the earth objectifying academic effort to create order on the earth 
or to construct identity but maps/regional divisions are or to construct identity but maps/regional divisions are 
also instruments of academic distinction and prestige.also instruments of academic distinction and prestige.
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ExamplesExamples of of ’’regionsregions’’ made made byby FinnishFinnish

ScientistsScientists

A.A. Ragnar Ragnar HultHult (1895)(1895)

B.B. J.G.GranJ.G.Granöö (1930)(1930)

C.C. Leo Leo AarioAario (1949)(1949)

D.D. Atlas of Finland Atlas of Finland 

(1994)(1994)
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RegionalismRegionalism

•• Political regionalism has been a weak phenomenon and Political regionalism has been a weak phenomenon and 
no real separatist movements have existed in Finland no real separatist movements have existed in Finland 

•• Mainly linked with literature: regionalism emerged during Mainly linked with literature: regionalism emerged during 
the 19th century in the form of realistic stories of folk the 19th century in the form of realistic stories of folk 
life. life. 

•• In the 1970s a renaissance: the social context for this In the 1970s a renaissance: the social context for this 
was the rapid change that took place in the sociowas the rapid change that took place in the socio--
economic structureseconomic structures

•• A more specific background was the declining role of the A more specific background was the declining role of the 
traditional agrarian culture traditional agrarian culture –– one of the key constituents one of the key constituents 
of Finnish national identity of Finnish national identity --, rapid urbanization and the , rapid urbanization and the 
increased spatial and social polarization.increased spatial and social polarization.

•• Most Finnish provinces have had their own novelists that Most Finnish provinces have had their own novelists that 
have been linked with the regional life in cultural have been linked with the regional life in cultural 
publicity. publicity. 
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Regionalism in mediaRegionalism in media

•• the role of media and the role of media and –– in the case of provinces in the case of provinces 
-- the role of newspapers has been crucial in the role of newspapers has been crucial in 
exploiting regionalist ideas. exploiting regionalist ideas. 

•• Provincial newspapers in the peripheral areas Provincial newspapers in the peripheral areas 
have in many cases been active promoters of have in many cases been active promoters of 
‘‘regional identityregional identity’’ and and ‘‘selfself--consciousnessconsciousness’’..

•• Internet, new (Internet, new (satellitesatellite) TV ) TV channelschannels, , smallersmaller
householdhousehold sizessizes, etc. , etc. maymay challengechallenge the the patternpattern
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MakingMaking the the provinceprovince of of NorthernNorthern Karelia: the Karelia: the 

rolerole of of regionalregional mediamedia
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CONCLUSIONS: CHALLENGES IN CONCLUSIONS: CHALLENGES IN 

BOUNDARY/REGION STUDIESBOUNDARY/REGION STUDIES

•• Reinsertion of space and spatial dimension: region is not only aReinsertion of space and spatial dimension: region is not only a
static setting for social life; boundaries are not merely exclusstatic setting for social life; boundaries are not merely exclusive ive 
lines; both are social constructs, institutions and symbols and lines; both are social constructs, institutions and symbols and 
are impregnated with power are impregnated with power 

•• Awareness of the multidimensional nature of boundaries: Awareness of the multidimensional nature of boundaries: 
political, social, cultural, personal meaningspolitical, social, cultural, personal meanings

•• Multicultural perspective Multicultural perspective –– new alternative narratives: how new alternative narratives: how 
various social groupings organize and shape their social and various social groupings organize and shape their social and 
cultural life, how do they recognize themselves and construct cultural life, how do they recognize themselves and construct 
the other; what are the individual and institutional elements inthe other; what are the individual and institutional elements in
this construction this construction 

•• Historical approach: the roles of boundaries as part of dynamic Historical approach: the roles of boundaries as part of dynamic 
territory construction/regionterritory construction/region--building and deinstitutionalizationbuilding and deinstitutionalization

•• The physical, environmental and ideological meanings of The physical, environmental and ideological meanings of 
nature in connection with boundaries nature in connection with boundaries 

•• The study of boundary narratives and discourses as part of The study of boundary narratives and discourses as part of 
identity building: whose narrativesidentity building: whose narratives??
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BothBoth relationalrelational and and territorialterritorial

thinkingthinking areare neededneeded……

•• RegionsRegions areare notnot boundedbounded butbut networkednetworked

((especiallyespecially in in termsterms of of economyeconomy) (=) (=””flatflat

ontologyontology””))

•• …… butbut territoryterritory stillstill mattersmatters ((especiallyespecially in in 

termsterms of culture, of culture, politicspolitics and and ethnicityethnicity))
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As far as regions and boundaries As far as regions and boundaries 

are concerned, it may be askedare concerned, it may be asked……

’’Whose regions, boundaries and Whose regions, boundaries and 

identitiesidentities’’ and and ’’for what for what 

purposepurpose’’??


