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After studying philosophy, politics and economics at the University of Oxford, he took up appointments teaching economics and then philosophy at the universities of Oxford and Edinburgh; and since then he has lectured widely on philosophy and the social sciences in universities throughout the world.
	


In 1994 he founded and became the initial chair of the Centre for Critical Realism in London. Under his leadership, the Centre generated many of the international and interdisciplinary institutions of critical realism, such as the International Association of Critical Realism, the Journal of Critical Realism and the Routledge book series Critical Realism: Interventions. He has always seen it as essential that academic institutions engage in the wider social world of which they are a part, and accordingly rates his consultancy and teaching with lay (nonacademic) audiences in workshops and other activities as very important. 

He is at present patron of the Centre for Critical Realism, London, president of Meta-Reality (UK, USA), adjacent professor in philosophy at the Centre for Peace Studies at the University of Tromsö, Norway, and guest professor in philosophy and social science, Department of Caring Sciences, Örebro University, Sweden. He is currently engaged in research consultancy and mentoring in the Nordic area, where the establishment of a Nordic Network of Critical Realism is under discussion, and with work worldwide on the development of critical realism and meta-reality.

Bhaskar is the author of numerous innovative and highly acclaimed books. The most important of these register progressive deepenings in ontology or the study of being, namely A Realist Theory of Science (1975), The Possibility of Naturalism (1979), which extended critical realism to the social sciences, Scientific Realism and Human Emancipation (1986), which extended it to ethics, Dialectic: The Pulse of Freedom (1993), which extended it to dialectic and the history of philosophy and domains characterized by process and absence or negativity, From East to West (2000), which extended it into the spiritual realm, that is, the realm characterized by deep assumptions about the nature of human being, which has traditionally been the province of religion and theology. The philosophy of meta-reality, extending critical realism inter alia to the domains of re-enchantment and non-duality, is articulated in Reflections on Meta-Reality, From Science to Emancipation, and Meta-Reality (The Philosophy of Meta-Reality, Vol. 1 Creativity, Love and Freedom), (all 2002). 

He is currently completing books, to be published later this year or early next year, on a general philosophical framework for peace studies and conflict transformation, provisionally entitled Understanding, Peace and Security; and on Alienation, Modernity and the Global Crisis. Also under preparation is a comprehensive critique of ideologies of un-peace, injustice and un-freedom or heteronomy, Beyond East and West, and a book on the problems of concrete research praxis, Applied Critical Realism, informed by his experience of research consultancy and mentoring in Scandinavia. This has spawned a new Routledge series he is editing entitled New Studies in Social Ontology devoted to small books on major issues in social science research. He will himself be inaugurating this series early next year with books on Interdisciplinarity (with Berth Danermark) and Intersubjectivity, dealing with vexed issues of language and number in social research; and substantively with the topics of peace, justice and democracy. Also in the pipeline for this series are short books on Modernity and on Concrete Utopianism.
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