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Course Description
General Law of the Sea  
JUR-3050
15 Credits

Applicable from Autumn 2008
Introduction 

Over 70% of the surface of the earth is covered by oceans and seas. Ships are still the most important means of transport of goods. Also the oceans have important military and strategic importance. Natural resources, both living and non-living are found in the oceans or/and on the seabed and in the subsoil. Not surprisingly the legal regime on use of the oceans has been a central element of the development of public international law. For centuries the principle of freedoms of the seas has been fundamental in general international law. The Law of the Sea has been codified and developed during the past fifty years – especially through the 1982 UN Convention on the Law of the Sea (LOSC) - has amended and developed the Law of the Sea. New principles and rules such as the common heritage of mankind, sovereign rights of coastal states to natural resources and jurisdiction over issues relating to protection of the marine have challenged these traditional freedoms. The LOSC has been described as the constitution, laying the fundament for different legal regimes, global as regional such as regional fisheries management organisations and Regional Seas programs. Still, almost 30 years after the initiation of the LOSC it is a relevant legal instrument, to some degree adaptable to changing circumstances.
Admission requirements

Students on the LL.M. programme in the Law of the Sea are automatically admitted to the course. 

Others may be admitted but must document a BA degree equivalent of at least three years duration in law or political science at university level. They must also document knowledge of the fundamentals of international law and international politics. The courses will be held in English. Therefore applicants must document adequate proficiency in English.
Objective 

The objective of the course is to provide the students with high level of knowledge of and insights in the elements of the course, on which they shall be able to undertake independent and critical assessments of the topical legal questions.
Content

The course consists of several components. The first aims at providing a general overview of the different maritime coastal zones (internal waters, territorial seas, contiguous zones, exclusive economical zones and continental shelves.) The principles and procedures for the delimitation of overlapping claims of maritime zones will constitute the second element together with the principles and procedures for establishing the outer limits of the continental shelf. In the third element the focus will be on the rules, principles and procedures applicable to the individual coastal zones. The focus will be on the balance struck between the traditional freedom of navigation and the coastal states’ needs to prescribe and enforce in order to control such navigation. Especially important in the course is to study the existing rules regulating navigation representing a danger or threats to the marine environment. The course will illustrate how the legal regime differs between the various zones. The right of exploitation of living and non-living resources in the different zones will also be examined.

The forth element will focus on the global common areas such as the high seas and the Area under part XI of LOSC.  A unique element of the LOSC is the dispute settlement mechanisms, which will constitute the fifth part of the course. 

Form of teaching

The course will be given in form of lectures and seminars of approximately 30 hours.

Work load

15 credits (ECTS). 

Exam and assessment

The exam consists of a 6 hours written school exam based on the syllabus of the course.

 The papers are graded A-F, with F as not passed. Students that fail or have other legitimate grounds for absence may repeat the exam.

Language

English

Syllabus

Contact the Faculty of Law.
