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Course Description 
International Ocean Governance 

JUR-3051
15 Credits

Applicable from autumn 2008
Introduction 

International ocean governance is a central theme of current international politics, focusing a range of issues relating to a number of different uses of the oceans and the various governance systems for regulating the uses. At the global level, a global framework of treaties, with the 1982 UN Law of the Sea Convention at the core defines a global playing field where states and other actors work to further their interests. Important issue areas include environmental protection, fisheries, shipping, energy-related developments, and military uses. Correspondingly, a number of institutions catering to the same issues have been developed or are under development at the regional level in most regions of the world. 

This course addresses the evolution of the global oceans governance system at the global as well and regional level, emphasizing the political processes through which these developments occur and their institutional manifestations.

Admission requirements

Students on the LL.M. programme in the Law of the Sea are automatically admitted to the course. 

Others may be admitted but must document a BA degree equivalent of at least three years duration in law or political science at university level. They must also document knowledge of the fundamentals of international law and international politics. The course is based on JUR-3050 General Law of the Sea. Students are required to have knowledge on a level consistent with the syllabus of this course. The courses will be held in English. Therefore applicants must document adequate proficiency in English.

Objective 

The objective of the course is to introduce students to theories on international governance, and the implementation of political and legal obligations at regional as well as domestic levels.
Content

The course consists of three themes: The first, ocean governance addresses conceptual issues and theory relating to global governance, before exploring the major developments in international oceans governance. Emphasis is on tracing and explaining the evolution of the Law of the Sea and associated institutions, the UN Conventions in particular. Also current processes for developing the global legal framework is addressed, along with parallel development in issue areas as environmental protection, fisheries, and shipping.
The second, Ocean governance: the regional level addresses ocean governance at the regional level in particular. Developments and institutions in the Northeast Atlantic are given particular attention. The developments in EU maritime policy are examined, as are regional cooperation in protection of the marine environment.

The third, Implementation issues focuses on the issue of implementation of the norms, rules and principles emanating from global and regional institutions and processes. Currently, the major challenge of international oceans governance is the actual implementation of the global and regional rules and norms, and this is to a large extent a task that national governments have to accomplish. Case studies in implementation of oceans governance are reviewed, and the status of global oceans governance and major challenges in that regard is discussed. 

Form of teaching

The course will be given in form of lectures and seminars of approximately 30 hours.
Work load
15 credits (ECTS). 

Exam and assessment
The exam consists of a 6 hour written school exam based on the syllabus of the course.

The paper is graded A-F, with F as not passed. Students that fail or have other legitimate grounds for absence may repeat the exam.

Language

English

Syllabus
Contact the Faculty of Law.
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