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Course Description 
Law of the Sea and the Arctic
JUR-3053
15 Credits

Applicable from autumn 2008
Introduction 

There is not any legal definition of the ‘Arctic’. Some define it as including the areas above the Arctic Circle, others to climatic criteria. The rationale for the regionalization is that these areas constituting over one-sixth of the landmass, in addition to vast marine areas has special characteristics that need special approaches. The Arctic has vast natural resources and still has a relative clean environment. However, long-range transboundary air pollution, effects of climate change, development of petroleum projects and overfishing may constitute serious threats to the environment. 
These threats are also relevant to other regions of the world and are met through the same legal frameworks, such as the Law of the Sea. But the Arctic is special considering the fragile and vulnerable environment which may require special approaches. The Arctic also raises special legal questions inter alia related to the ice-covered areas. 
Admission requirements

Students on the LL.M. programme in the Law of the Sea are automatically admitted to the course. 

Others may be admitted but must document a BA degree equivalent of at least three years duration in law or political science at university level. They must also document knowledge of the fundamentals of international law and international politics. The course is based on JUR-3050 General Law of the Sea and JUR-3051 International Ocean Governance and JUR-3052 Law of the Sea and Marine Biodiversity. Students are required to have knowledge on a level consistent with the syllabus of this course. The courses will be held in English. Therefore applicants must document adequate proficiency in English.

Objective 

The objective of the course is to provide the students with basic knowledge and insight on the elements of the course, especially be able to understand and apply the knowledge acquired through the previous courses on the topical legal questions.
Content

The course is based on the abovementioned courses and will therefore have character of case studies. Important elements of the course will be legal issues pertaining to Svalbard and its maritime zones, principles and procedures for the delimitation of overlapping claims of maritime zones in the Arctic, principles of international law pertaining to climate changes to increased exploitation of petroleum and gas and transport of such in the Arctic. The course will also provide insight in special issues in ice-covered areas and comparisons between the legal regimes of Arctic and Antarctic.
Form of teaching

The course will be given in form of lectures and seminars of approximately 30 hours.

Work load

15 credits (ECTS). 

Exam and assessment

The exam consists of a 6 hours written school exam based on the syllabus of the course.

 The paper is graded A-F, with F as not passed. 

Language 

English

Syllabus

Contact the Faculty of Law.
