Being, Knowledge and Peace: An Epistemological Symposium
What kind of knowledge will help us understand the dynamics of conflict and the conditions of peace?  Upon closer examination, this most commonplace of questions takes us to the heart of the empirical and normative problems of the ‘field’ of peace studies, that is, the contested foundations of its epistemology.  In distinctive ways, the contributors interrogate the boundaries of what it is possible to know (and hence say) about the world, and what this, in turn, means for the task of empirical and normative theorising.  Perhaps most importantly, by exploring the limits of what we can find out as peace researchers, they provide insight into what we can hope to achieve as agents of peace.  

Are there benign fundamentals that all human beings share, and that can be investigated and nurtured through a process of intersubjective reflection, or is the social order (including ethical order), in all its inconsistencies and tensions, above all asserted through speech-acts and best understood, critiqued and improved by means of immanent critique?  Central to the consideration of such questions is how we understand the relationship between the ideational and the material in human affairs, reflected, among other things, in the nexus of narrative form and human cognition.
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