Dear MPCT students,

A guide to references and quotations in your exam papers:

Ways of presenting quotations and references. 

In the social sciences there are several accepted ways of  presenting quotations and references to works / sources.  Two “safe” methods are:

1. Reference in the text, in brackets:  Author’s surname, year of publication, page(s).

     (Bateson, 1978, p. xx).  

     (Liebman &  Wothnow, pp xx-yy)) or (Liebman & al., pp xx-yy).

     (Krasner 1987, pp xx-yy)  or  (Ruggie, in Krasner 1987, pp xx-yy).

Below you will find some examples. Note: When quoting a source referring to another source, you can refer to both sources, but please reveal from which source you are actually quoting.

“American vassals and tributaries, some yearning to be embraced by even more formal ties to Washington,  dot the entire Eurasian continent“ (Brzezinski 1979, quoting Gowan 2002, p. 9). 

In Brzezinski’s  words, “American vassals and tributaries, some yearning to be embraced by even more formal ties to Washington,  dot the entire Eurasian continent“ (Gowan, 2002, p. 9).

According to Brzezinski (1979), the whole Eurasian continent is dotted with American vassals 

and tributaries. 

Particularly complicated are colonial situations like that of Northern Ireland, where state power is in

the hands of foreigners who favor a local fraction with which they have religious affinity (Fulton 1991; Smith and Chambers 1991; Buckley 1995).

2. Footnotes or endnotes - the same examples: 

“American vassals and tributaries, some yearning to be embraced by even more formal ties to 

Washington, dot the entire Eurasian continent“ (1).

In Brzezinski’s  words “American vassals and tributaries, some yearning to be embraced by even more formal ties to Washington,  dot the entire Eurasian continent.” (2).

According to Brzezinski the whole Eurasian continent is dotted with American vassals and tributaries (3).

Particularly complicated are colonial situations like that of Northern Ireland, where state power is in

the hands of foreigners who favor a local fraction with which they have religious affinity (4).

______________________________________________

Footnotes or endnotes:

1. Brzezinski, 1979, p. 23, quotation from Gowan 2002. 

2. Gowan 2002, p. 9. 

3. Brzezinski 1979, p. 23. 

4. Fulton 1991; Smith and Chambers 1991; Buckley 1995. 

Remember to attach,  as the last page of your paper, a complete list of the works you are referring to, with authors (last name) in alphabetical order, e.g. like this:

Bateson, G: Steps to an ecology of mind.  New York, Ballantine Books, 1978.

Brzezinski, Z: The Grand Chessboard. American Primacy and its Geostrategic Imperatives.

 Basic Books, 1997. 

Buckley, A: Negotiating Identity: Rhetoric, Metaphor, and Social Drama in Northern Ireland.

 Washington D.C., Smithsonian  Institution Press, 1995.

Fulton, J: The Tragedy of Belief: Religion, Division and Politics in Northern Ireland. New York,  

 Oxford University Press, 1991.

Gowan, P: Contemporary Intra-core relations and world systems theory, 

 www.unl.ac.uk/ukrainecentre/WSS/ws-9.html, 2002.

Krasner, S.D. (ed.): International Regimes. Ithaka, N.Y.: Cornell UP. 

 MacDonald R. St. & al. (eds.) 1978: The International Law and Plicy of Human Welfare, Sijthoff and Noordhoff, The Hague, 1987.

Ruggie, J. G. 1983: ‘International Regimes. Transactions and Change. Embedded

 Liberalism in the Post-War Economic order’,  in Krasner (ed.), 1987. 

Simmel G:  Conflict. The Web of Group Affiliation, New York, The Free Press, 1964.

Smith D and Chambers G: Inequality in Northern Ireland.  New York, Oxford University Press, 1991.

Note: 

-  Refer to the edition which you  (or your source) are actually quoting; i.e. correct  publisher, 

    place/ city, year of  publication. This is required to facilitate verification if a work has been 

   published more than once (texts may be different, or in different pages, in different 

   editions).

- This is in order to facilitate verification of quotations etc if a work has been published more than 

   once (texts may be different in different editions, page number may have changed etc). 

-  If you quote or refer to an author of an article or a chapter in a work (e.g. an anthology) edited by 

   another author, you should refer to both the author whom you are quoting, and the editor of the 

   book. See the example: “Ruggie … in Krasner (ed)” above. 

-   If there is more than one author, you can refer to the  work as shown in  the example 

    “MacDonald R. St. & al “ above.

-  Transparency is a main requirement underlying the formalities: The reader should be 

   guided so that your quotations and references can be checked / verified. If you are confident 

   that your way of referring satisfies this requirement, you can use the method with which you are 

   most familiar.  If you are much in doubt, please use one of the two methods described above. 

Good luck !

Vidar

