To clarify issues about the final project for SVF 3023 I want to reiterate points from my email of 19th September as well as points I have raised during the presentations since 4th October.  

It is important to bear in mind that the presentations, discussions and the process of writing the final project are intended to provide a stepping stone to deal with issues and concerns that are useful when writing your thesis. The course is designed to aid the learning process and deal with reading, writing, and analytical skills as well as discussion of theoretical issues. The presentations have provided an opportunity to explore issues and challenges associated with the research process, to talk about each individual project and to think through any difficulties experienced during this process. 

There are no compulsory requirements about what each project should be about or contain, rather it is left for each student to choose an aspect from their own work. As I have recommended during the presentations it is important to be clear and have a narrow focus for the project making sure you provide a background to the research, with the aims, objectives and research questions explicitly stated. Theoretical and methodological discussions should be stated where appropriate as should a discussion and analysis of findings if this is the area of concern for the project. Projects can solely address key theoretical issues.  

The final project or part of it should ideally be used as the basis of part of your thesis in some form, but it will need to be adapted and tailored to fit into the overall scope and structure of your thesis. For example, the introduction from your project may form part of the introduction of your thesis, or a discussion of theoretical/methodological/analytical issues may form part of your thesis. There are no hard and fast rules about this. 

