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Winner of the Peace Film Award 2004

Michael Winterbottom. In This World.

Violence occurs in many forms — from almost imperceptible oppression to out right war. The
first film award goes to a film that brutally shows the result of war — enormous human
suffering. Suffering that is inherited, and that can be almost impossible to overcome.

The film takes a starting point in the world’s biggest concentration of refugees: In the border
area between Afghanistan and Pakistan.

In the film, two boys are sent in a dangerous trip to Western Europe in the hands of human
smugglers. A journey that is like a Russian roulette.

As an audience we get to know the boys. They are afraid, given to laughter, smart, full of
hope. We identify with them, and with the stream of illegal immigrants that have Europe as a
goal. As a low blow, the film suddenly shows us brutally the enormous injustice and the
tremendous differences in quality of life in our world. Without any understanding of these
differences, there can never be peace.
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