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University of Tromsø, Department of Social Anthropology

SOA – 1006:  ARCTIC NORWAY – ASPECTS OF CULTURE

Curriculum autumn 2006

All the literature noted is compulsory reading. These can be bought at the bookstore:

- The compendium“SOA 1006 Arctic Norway” 2006.

- Thuen, Trond  1995: Quest for Equity. Norway and the Saami Challenge. 

Memorial University of Newfoundland: ISER.

- Jenkins, Richard 1997: Rethinking Ethnicity. Arguments and  Explorations. 

London: SAGE Publications.

- Gaski; Harald (ed.) 1997: Sami Culture in a New Era. The Norwegian Sami Experience. 

Karasjok: Davvi Girji OS.

Lecture schedule autumn 2006

Coordinator: Kari Storaas
Lecturers: Kari Storaas, Ivar Bjørklund, Marit Myrvoll

As a rule lectures take place on Thursdays at 1415-1600 hrs (2:15-4:00 pm), in room 5.402 (the institute), but always check the weekly schedule for possible changes or messages. 

Week 34, Aug.  24: 
Lecture

Kari Storaas: 
Introduction to culture and society in Northern Norway; continuity, variation and change. 

Literature: 
Thuen: Quest for equity: chapter 2) Saami and Norwegians – an outline 



of an ethnic relationship.

Niemi: Sami history and the frontier myth.

Thuen: Cultural policies on the North Calotte.

Week 35, Aug. 31:
Lecture


Kari Storaas: 
Ethnic and cultural complexity: concepts and understanding.

Literature:  
Jenkins: Rethinking ethnicity:
 chapters 1) Anthropology, ethnicity,





and 2) From tribes to ethnic groups, and 3) Myths of pluralism,



and 4) Ethnicity... ,  





Thuen:  Quest for equity: chapter 1) Ethnicity.
Week 36, Sep. 07:
Lecture


Kari Storaas:
Culture, ethnicity, identity and assimilation.


Literature: 
Jenkins: Rethinking ethnicity: chapter 6) Ideologies and identification.




Eidheim: When ethnic identity is a social stigma.

Evjen: …thought I was just a same. 

Minde: Assimilation of the Sami –

Anttonen: The dilemma of some present-day Norwegians with Finnish..

Thuen: Quest for equity: chapter 3) Norwegians – the ethos of equality

Week 37, Sep. 14:
Lecture

Kari Storaas: 
Representations

Literature: 
Jenkins: Rethinking ethnicity: chapter 5) Categorization and power.




Thuen: Quest for equity: chapters 7) A community in transition, and 

8) The past in the present. 




Kalstad & Viken: Sami tourism –




Olsen: The touristic construction of the emblematic Saami.

Week 38, Sep. 21: 
Individual reading. No lecture

Literature:
Kramvig: The silent language of ethnicity.

Stordahl: Sami generations.




Kalland: Marine mammal in the  culture of Norwegian…

Week 39

Write an essay. No lecture 

NB! Monday Sep. 25, at 1000 hrs, the expedition on 6th floor: 




Go there, register and get the handout with titles for essay-writing.

Week 40

Hand in essay. Excursion to Tromsø Museum 

NB! Monday Oct. 2: at 1400 hrs, expedition on 6th floor:




Go there, register and hand in your essay.




Thursday Oct 5: at 1415 hrs sharp, MEET at Tromsø Museum

Ivar Bjørklund: Two exhibitions/representations of the Sami people and culture.

Week 41
Individual evaluation on essay

Thursday Oct. 12:
Lecture

Tuesday-Thursday:
Compulsory, individual, oral evaluation of essay by lecturer

You will be given a set hour for your evaluation.

Week 42 , Oct. 19:
Lecture

Ivar Bjørklund:  Tradition and modernity: Social organisation and resource 

management


Literature:
Bjørklund: Sami reindeer pastoralism




Eythorsson: The coastal sami: A pariah caste.




Kalstad: Aspects of managing renewable resources…

Bjerkli: People-nature relations

Week 43, Oct. 26:
Lecture / Film

Ivar Bjørklund: “Living with reindeer” 

Week 44, Nov 02:
Lecture

Kari Storaas:
Ethno-political development.

Literature:
Eidheim: Ethno-political development…




Thuen: In search of space



Thuen: Quest for equity: chapters 4-5) and 9- 11).

WEEK 45, Nov. 09:
Lecture / Film

Marit Myrvoll: Knowledge- traditions in Saami society. A comparative perspective on 

the healer, the noaidi (shaman), the traditional healer and the neo-

shaman.

Film: “Just a Natural Thing”.
WEEK 46, Nov. 16:
Lecture


Kari Storaas:
Cultural, political and ethnical aspects of laestadianism.




Summing up the seminar.


Literature: 
Minde: Constructing læstadianism

Weeks 47-48:

Read for the exam 

Week 49:

Write your exam paper 

NB! Monday Dec. 04 at 1000 hrs, the expedition on 6th floor:




Go there, register and get the handout with titles for your exam.

Week 50:

Hand in your paper

NB! Monday Dec. 11 at 1400 hrs, the expedition on the 6th floor:




Go there, Register and hand in your paper.

