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Creating the New North: Manifestations of central power in the North AD 1000-1600

A project within the University of Tromsø, Norway

Project leaders: 
Professor Reidar Bertelsen (Department of Archaeology)
Professor Lars Ivar Hansen (Department of History)

Professor Richard Holt (Department of History)
Professor Lena Liepe (Art History section, Faculty of Humanities)

Creating the New North: Manifestations of central power in the North AD 1000-1600 is a multi-disciplinary research programme launched with the active support of the Social Sciences Faculty, University of Tromsø. It is designed to co-ordinate and conduct multi-disciplinary research – especially between the Departments of Archaeology and History but with the active participation of the Faculty of Humanities – into medieval North Norway and its place in a wider regional, national, and continental context. The programme is a long-term initiative to focus the different departments’ work towards the common purpose of a new and better understanding of historical developments in settlement, society and identity in North Norway specifically and in Nordkalotten generally. The central aim is to develop a new understanding of how the most northerly areas of Europe went from a situation of open interaction between different ethnic groups to one which saw them become northern peripheries subject to emerging national states with administrative centres much further south. 
So far, Creating the New North concentrates on detailed interdisciplinary investigation of Trondenes. Trondenes is the location of the principal medieval church of North Norway, the regional base of the archbishops of Trondheim. Built between 1200 and 1450, it remained for centuries the northernmost stone church in Europe, and the largest (and perhaps the richest) rural church in Norway. It itself had thirteen annex churches covering a large area to the north. The project leaders have themselves worked for several years on aspects of this church, work which will now be greatly extended through two doctoral appointments in the Department of History, respectively addressing the part-projects “Trondenes church and the surrounding society in the 15th and 16th centuries” and “State development, religious encounters and inter-ethnic relations in Northern Fennoscandia 1000-1600”. The newly-appointed doctoral students will closely co-ordinate their work with the post-doctoral appointment in the Deaprtment of Archaeology (now being processed) attached to the part-project “Cultural contact between centre and periphery A.D. 1000–1600”. The Art History section at the Facukty of Humanities will also shortly appoint a PhD-student who will work with the unusually fine medieval art works at Trondenes – all imported from further south in Europe, an eloquent testimony to important trading and cultural links with the rest of Europe.

