Methods in social research: An interdisciplinary approach 

SVF-3025 – spring 2006

Aims:

At the end of the course students should be able to assess the strengths and weaknesses of various research methods taking into consideration the object of research and the research question being asked. They should also have obtained the ability to justify their choice of methodological approach in their Master thesis and have cultivated an awareness of the specific problems encountered at different stages of the research process, such as choice of research questions and choice of methods. Students should also be able to demonstrate analytical and writing skills in relation to qualitative data.


Content:

The course will acquaint students with a variety of research methods from a variety of disciplines, including (but not limited to) history, sociology and social anthropology. Methodological approaches will be anchored in meta-theoretical reflections on the contextualisation of specific research in social theory at various levels of abstraction. The epistemological underpinnings of a variety of research methods are accompanied by an introduction to the practical skills necessary for undertaking fieldwork, collecting data and producing research outputs and include data analysis and writing. 

Teaching: Lectures and seminars

Curriculum :      Readings:



Course Texts. Marked with * T * 
· Silverman, David, 2005, Doing Qualitative Research. London: Sage Publications. Chapters 2, 7, 11, 12, 14, 15 and 10.

· Danermark, Berth et al (2001): Explaining society. London: Routledge. Ch. 2, 5, 6, and 7

· Holliday, Adrian (2002): Doing and writing qualitative research. London: Sage Publications. pp 1-96

Articles in ‘compendium’ Marked with a * C *

Individual Handouts Marked with an *O*
In total 7-800 pages.
Exam:
One week home assignment at the end of the course. Essay of about 10 pages Max. (4000 words) on a topic chosen from a list of optional themes.

Students will have one week at the end of the course to complete an essay of about 10 pages on a chosen topic related to their thesis work. There will be a list of optional topics provided by the course coordinator.

Credits: 10
Organised by: Centre of Peace Studies and Faculty of Social Science

	Lectures Spring 2006: 

First meeting: Wednesday 01.02.2006, 12.15-14 at U06, Lower pavilion

                       A detailed schedule will be presented in the information/first meeting 

Course responsible:  Associate professor Diane Lister

Essay distribution:    Monday 22.05.2006, 09.30 

                                 Question/answer session related to the topics of the essay at  

                                 10.15-11.00 at U06, Lower pavilion 

Essay submission:   Tuesday 01.06.2006 by 14.00 


Spring 2006 – schedule:

Lectures:
Wednesday, 
12.15-14.00 at U-06, Lower pavilion



Thursday, 
12:15-14:00 at U-06 Lower pavilion

	Week 
	Date
	Theme
	Teacher

	5
	Wed 1 Febr
	Orientation and Introduction 

Required readings:

Berth Danermark et al: Explaining Society, London: Routledge, 2001, Chapter 1  * T *

	Diane Lister and Tone Skinningsrud

	
	Thu 2 Febr
	Theories and methods in history:

a) Concepts of sources

Required  readings:

Green and Troup (eds.): “The empiricists”, The Houses of History. A Critical Reader in Twentieth-Century History and Theory, Manchester 1999, pp. 1-11.  * C *
Jordanova, Ludmilla: “Historians’ Skills”, History in Practice, London 2000, pp. 172-193.   * C *
b) Oral history

Required  readings:

Green and Troup (eds.): “Oral history”, The Houses of History. A Critical Reader in Twentieth-Century History and Theory, Manchester 1999, pp. 230-252.   * C *
Ollila, Anne: “Memory and Oral History”, Modhorst og Nielsen (red.): Fortidens spor, nutidens øjne – kildebegrepet til debat, Roskilde 2001, pp. 177-193.  * C *
Kalela, Jorma: “The challenge of oral history – the need to rethink source criticism”, Ollila (ed.): Historical Perspectives on Memory, Helsinki 1999, pp. 139-154.  * C *

	Kari Myklebost

Tormod Sund

Kari Myklebost

	7
	Fri 3 Febr
	Doing Ethnography. A Matter of Life and Death. 
	

	6
	Wed 8 Febr
	Theories and methods in history:

Qualitative and quantitative approaches to history
Required  readings:

Green and Troup (eds.): “The Question of Narrative”, The Houses of History. A Critical Reader in Twentieth-Century History and Theory, Manchester 1999, pp. 204-230. * C *
Hudson, P.: “Quantitative history”, History by numbers. An Introduction to quantitative approaches, London 2000, pp. 3-25.  * C *

	

	7
	Thu 9 Febr
	Methods in social anthropology I

Required readings:

Adrian Holliday, Doing and writing qualitative research, London: Sage, 2002, s. 1- 96  * T *

	Bror Olsen

	
	Wed 15 Febr
	Methods in social anthropology II

Required readings:

Adrian Holliday, Doing and writing qualitative research, London: Sage, 2002, s. 1-96    * T *

	

	8
	Thurs 16 Febr
	Methods in social anthropology III

Required readings:

Adrian Holliday, Doing and writing qualitative research, London: Sage, 2002, s. 1-96    * T *

	

	
	Weds 22 feb
	Social theory and research methodology

Required readings:

Berth Danermark et al, Explaining Society
Chapter 5  * T *
	Tone Skinningsrud




	?
	Thurs 23 Feb
	Scientific inference: deduction, induction, abduction and retroduction

Required  readings:

Berth Danermark et al: Explaining Society, Chapter 4   * T *
	Tone Skinningsrud


	
	Weds 1 March
	Methodological pluralism: Intensive and extensive research designs

Required readings:

Berth Danermark et al, Explaining society, 

Chapter 6    * T *

	

	
	Thurs 2 March
	An introduction to analysing qualitative data I

Required Readings: 

Silverman, David, Doing Qualitative Research, London: Sage Publications. 

Chapter 2. What You Can (and Can’t) Do with Qualitative Research. pp 5-14

Chapter 7. Using Theories. pp 95-106

Chapter 11. Beginning Data Analysis. pp 147-168

Chapter 12. Developing Data Analysis. pp 171-186.   * T *

Bowen, Glenn A., 2005, Preparing a Qualitative Research-Based Dissertation: Lessons Learned, The Qualitative Report, Volume 10, Number 2, June 2005, 208-222 *E* (http://www.nova.edu/ssss/QR/QR10-2/bowen.pdf 
Glaser, Barney G., Strauss, Anselm L., 1967, The Discovery of Grounded Theory: Strategies for Qualitative Research, New York: Aldine De Gruyter, Chapter 1, pp 1-20 *O*
	Diane Lister

	
	Weds 8  March
	An introduction to analysing qualitative data II

Required Readings:

Chapter 14. Quality in Qualitative Research. pp 209-223 

Chapter 15. Evaluating Qualitative Research. pp 227-242.

Chapter 10. Writing a Research Proposal. pp 139-144   * T *

	

	
	Weds 15 March
	Writing research 

Required Reading:

Adrian Holliday, Doing and writing qualitative research, London: Sage, 2002, s. 1-96   * T *
	Bror Olsen



	
	Thurs 16 March
	First Questback Evaluation. Questionnaires have to be delivered by this date.
	

	
	Monday 22.05.2006, 09.30 

                                 Question/answer session related to the topics of the essay at  

                                 10.15-11.00 at U06, Lower pavilion 


	Essay distribution 
	Diane Lister

	
	Thursday 01.06.2006 by 14.00 
	Essay submission:

by 14.00 at D-1010


	

	
	Friday 02.06.2006
	General Student Meeting.
	

	
	Friday, 09.06.2006.
	Second Questback Evaluation. Questionnaires have to be delivered by this date.
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