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IPPNWIPPNW-- InternationalInternational
PhysiciansPhysicians for for PreventionPrevention ofof

NuclearNuclear WarWar, , 

TordisTordis SSøørensen Hrensen Høøififøødt, dt, leaderleader NorwegianNorwegian affiliateaffiliate
psychiatristpsychiatrist, , UniversityUniversity Hospital Hospital NorthernNorthern NorwayNorway, UNN, UNN
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OutlineOutline ofof presentationpresentation

TheThe internationalinternational organisationorganisation, , 
IPPNWIPPNW
TheThe NorwegianNorwegian affiliateaffiliate
HowHow cancan/ do / do physiciansphysicians workwork in in 
relationshiprelationship to to warwar, , peacepeace and and healthhealth
issuesissues??
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IPPNW IPPNW 
InternationalInternational PhysiciansPhysicians

for for PreventionPrevention ofof NuclearNuclear WarWar

FoundedFounded by an by an AmericanAmerican (Bernard (Bernard 

LownLown) and a ) and a RussianRussian ((EugueniEugueni ChazovChazov))
heartheart specialistsspecialists in 1980in 1980
AboutAbout 60 000 60 000 membersmembers, , physiciansphysicians, , 
medicalmedical students in 58 students in 58 countriescountries
ReceivedReceived thethe Nobel Nobel PeacePeace PricePrice
in 1985in 1985
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IPPNWIPPNW

IPPNW is IPPNW is thethe onlyonly internationalinternational medicalmedical
organizationorganization dedicateddedicated to to preventingpreventing
nuclearnuclear warwar and and abolishingabolishing nuclearnuclear
weaponsweapons. . WeWe recognizerecognize thatthat thethe
catastrophiccatastrophic healthhealth and and environmentalenvironmental
consequencesconsequences ofof a a nuclearnuclear warwar areare at at thethe
extremeextreme end end ofof a a continuumcontinuum ofof armedarmed
violenceviolence thatthat undermines undermines healthhealth and and 
securitysecurity. . 
IPPNW is IPPNW is committedcommitted to ending to ending warwar and and 
advancingadvancing understandingunderstanding ofof thethe causescauses ofof
armedarmed conflictconflict from a from a publicpublic healthhealth
perspectiveperspective..
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IPPNW'sIPPNW's highesthighest prioritypriority programs programs 
and and campaignscampaigns areare::

TheThe InternationalInternational PhysiciansPhysicians
CampaignCampaign for a for a NuclearNuclear--WeaponsWeapons--
FreeFree World World 
AimingAiming For For PreventionPrevention: An : An 
InternationalInternational CampaignCampaign to to PreventPrevent
Small Arms Small Arms ViolenceViolence
ResearchResearch, , educationeducation, and , and advocacyadvocacy
onon thethe interconnectionsinterconnections betweenbetween
peacepeace and and healthhealth
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OngoingOngoing projectproject –– Global Global HealthHealth
alertalert

A A publicpublic EducationEducation projectproject: : WarWar is is 
bad for bad for youryour healthhealth, , threethree eventsevents per per 
yearyear
At At thethe same same dayday aroundaround thethe worldworld
WhoWho areare involvedinvolved?? DoctorsDoctors and and 
medicalmedical studentsstudents
WhoWho attendsattends? ? thethe publicpublic and mediaand media
February2006: February2006: NoclearNoclear weaponsweapons areare
bad for bad for youryour healthhealth
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OngoingOngoing projectproject-- SetSet upup a UN a UN 
MediationMediation CommissionCommission in Iran!in Iran!

IPPNW has IPPNW has joinedjoined withwith otherother
NGOsNGOs and Nobel and Nobel PeacePeace LaureatesLaureates
in an appeal to UN in an appeal to UN SecretarySecretary--
GeneralGeneral KofiKofi AnnanAnnan to to createcreate a a 
HighHigh LevelLevel UN UN CommissionCommission to to 
mediatemediate thethe nuclearnuclear weaponsweapons
proliferationproliferation crisiscrisis in Iran. in Iran. 
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TheThe NorwegianNorwegian affiliateaffiliate
WhoWho areare wewe??

AboutAbout 900 900 
physiciansphysicians and 120 and 120 
medicalmedical student student 
membersmembers
Student Student groupsgroups in in 
Oslo, Bergen, Oslo, Bergen, 
Trondheim and Trondheim and 
TromsTromsøø

OurOur visionvision::
A safer world A safer world withoutwithout

nuclearnuclear weaponsweapons
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WhatWhat do do wewe
dodo

and and howhow do do 
wewe workwork??
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SpreadSpread knowledgeknowledge aboutabout
consequencesconsequences ofof nuclearnuclear
weaponsweapons and and nuclearnuclear warwar

Norske leger mot atomvNorske leger mot atomvååpenpen 1212

ScientificScientific approachapproach-- medicalmedical
consequencesconsequences??

WhatWhat areare thethe consequencesconsequences ofof
nuclearnuclear warwar? ? 
ConsequencesConsequences ofof warwar in in Iraq?Iraq?--
CollateralCollateral damagedamage,  so far 3 ,  so far 3 reportsreports
from from MedactMedact in in BritainBritain
ConsequencesConsequences ofof thethe TjernobylTjernobyl
accidentaccident??
DamageDamage from from weaponsweapons withwith depleteddepleted
uraniumuranium??
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SpreadSpread knowledgeknowledge aboutabout
consequencesconsequences ofof nuclearnuclear weaponsweapons and and 

nuclearnuclear warwar

Talk to students, Talk to students, physiciansphysicians and and thethe
publicpublic, , givegive informationinformation, ask , ask 
questionsquestions and make and make dialoguesdialogues..
Talk to Talk to politicianspoliticians and and decisiondecision--
makersmakers. Ask . Ask questionsquestions and make and make 
dialoguesdialogues..
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”” NuclearNuclear WeaponsWeapons InheritanceInheritance
ProjectProject””

Students talk to students in Students talk to students in nuclearnuclear
weaponsweapons statesstates::
WhatWhat do do theythey know know aboutabout theirtheir
countrycountry havinghaving nuclearnuclear weaponsweapons? ? 
WhatWhat do do theythey thinkthink aboutabout thatthat??
HowHow do do theythey looklook uponupon taking over taking over 
thatthat inheritanceinheritance? ? 
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””DialogueDialogue withwith decisondecison--makersmakers””

PhysiciansPhysicians and students and students taketake part in part in 
delegationsdelegations goinggoing to to thethe nuclearnuclear
weaponweapon statesstates
At At thethe same time as same time as thethe meetingsmeetings gogo
onon outout in in thethe world, world, physiciansphysicians and and 
students in students in NorwayNorway visitvisit thethe
embassiesembassies ofof thethe same same countriescountries, , 
making making dialoguesdialogues..
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PeacePeace throughthrough healthhealth

WhatWhat do students in do students in healthhealth
professionsprofessions in in NorwegianNorwegian universitiesuniversities
learnlearn aboutabout consequencesconsequences ofof
violenceviolence, , torturetorture, , warwar and and violationviolation
ofof human human rightsrights??
WeWe wantwant thesethese issuesissues to be to be focusedfocused
and and trytry to to putput themthem onon thethe agenda.agenda.
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WorkingWorking againstagainst small armssmall arms

Small arms Small arms representrepresent a a bigbig problem problem 
for  for  healthhealth in in manymany parts parts ofof thethe worldworld
IPPNW in IPPNW in AfricaAfrica has a has a specialspecial focusfocus
onon small arms. small arms. TheThe NorwegainNorwegain
affiliateaffiliate has has specialspecial collaborationcollaboration withwith
Zambia and Uganda Zambia and Uganda onon projectsprojects to to 
preventprevent spreadingspreading and and damagedamage from from 
small arms. small arms. 
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Students Students engagementengagement

Student Student exchangeexchange
projectsprojects: : 

NWIPNWIP
ReCapReCap-- RefugeeRefugee projectproject PalestinePalestine

PapersPapers for for medicalmedical schoolschool and and 
presentationspresentations
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InternationalInternational networknetwork ofof students students 
and and doctorsdoctors

MeetingsMeetings, , conferencesconferences withwith exchangeexchange
ofof ideasideas, , collaborationcollaboration and and 
engagementengagement..
CollaborationCollaboration withwith otherother peacepeace
organizationsorganizations
BuildingBuilding friendshipfriendship acrossacross bordersborders
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ThankThank youyou for for 
youryour attentionattention


