
Abstract 

Jakobson (1971/1932:12; 1971/1957:145; 1971/1965:192) observed that 

Russian imperatives in -sja violate general phonotactic rules, and he 

explained this “antiphonotactic behaviour” by assuming -sja to be a clitic 

preceded by a special boundary that blocks the application of word-internal 

phonotactic rules. In this paper I propose an alternative analysis within the 

framework of Optimality Theory (OT) in which -sja is considered a suffix 

and its antiphonotactic behaviour is accounted for in terms of constraint 

interaction. I argue that this “antiphonotactic suffixation” analysis is 

preferable to the Jakobsonian “antiphonotactic cliticization” analysis 

because it allows us to capture cross-linguistic parallels in the formation of 

imperatives which are not easily accounted for under Jakobson’s analysis. 


