
Abstract 

The paper presents an extensive analysis and comparison of the Norwegian 

and Russian reflexive-middle-passive systems, drawing especially on 

Kemmer (1993), but presenting some improvements. 

The paper shows why indirect reflexives with beneficiary and recipient 

participants are best analysed as two different situation types. With reference 

to the Norwegian distinction between seg and seg selv, the term “superheavy 

marker” is introduced. It is shown how the categorisation networks of 

Cognitive Grammar (Langacker 1987, 1991a, 1991b) are valuable for the 

typological study of voice systems. 


