
Abstract 

This paper is devoted to a group of Russian verbs that I call nu-drop verbs. I 

argue that they constitute a radial category, and that this category can be 

adequately accounted for within Cognitive Grammar (CG). 
Russian verbs ending in [nutJ] in the infinitive fall into two groups ac-

cording to the formation of the past tense. The regular pattern is to maintain 

[nu] in the past tense, but about sixty verbs lack [nu] in the past tense. I call 

the latter group nu-drop verbs. 

The number of nu-drop verbs is considerable and an adequate de-
scription of Russian morphology must somehow account for this category. I 

argue that three variables must be taken into consideration, viz. meaning 

(section 1), the root-final segments (section 2) and the stress patterns 

(section 3). In section 4 it is shown that the variables combine so as to 

constitute a radial category, and in section 5 I show how this category can be 

accommodated in terms of a CG network. 


