
Abstract 

This paper shows that Cognitive Grammar (Langacker 1987, 1991a, 1991b) 

is valuable for typological studies. The Norwegian and Russian reflexive-

middle-passive systems are analysed comprehensively and compared. 

Whereas Cognitive Grammar is compatible with the typological tradition 

(represented by Kemmer 1993), it opens for amendments in certain 

important respects. The main theoretical contribution of the paper is that the 

Cognitive Grammar notions of ‘instantiation’, ‘prototype’, ‘entrenchment’ 

and ‘extension’ are useful; without these notions, interesting generalisations 

about the Norwegian and Russian systems are inexpressible. The main 

empirical contribution of the paper is that a full-fledged analysis of the 

Russian system is presented, and that Kemmer’s analysis of Norwegian is 

improved upon, partly because findings from the generative tradition are 

incorporated. 


