Abstract

In this paper I argue that sexist ideologies may be so deeply embedded in the
grammars of particular languages as to pervade inflectional classes.
According to the traditional view (which is still held in recent work, cf. e.g.
Aronoff 1994), inflectional classes are purely grammatical entities devoid of
semantic structure, and I am not aware of any studies of inflectional classes
from a feminist perspective. However, my analysis suggests that sexism may
be more pervasive in grammar than previous research has been able to

demonstrate.

The object of the present study is personal nouns in what I call the Russian
a-declension. I propose that the nouns of this class may be fruitfully
analysed as a radial category with the myths of “women as the second sex”,
“woman as Madonna and whore” and “woman’s place is in the home” as
pivotal structuring principles. The a-declension therefore clearly displays a

sexist bias.



