Abstract

This paper investigates the predictability of gender and declension of
Russian nouns ending in soft consonants. It is argued that morphologically
complex nouns and nouns denoting animates show nearly full predictability.
For simplex inanimate nouns, clear statistical tendencies are documented
based on stress patterns and the quality of the penultimate and final
segments of the stem. In addition to explicating morphological, semantic,
and phonological generalizations, the paper offers a detailed investigation of
their interaction, for which an assignment hierarchy is advanced. The
assignment of gender and declension is shown to be systematic and well-
behaved in that highly ranked generalizations consistently take precedence

over those further down.



