Friday Seminar Feb. 9 2007:

10.15-10.45:  Yulian Konstantinov: 


Why Kola Peninsula Reindeer Herders Do Not Want to Go 


Private.


The compromise in Stalinist mass collectivisation and its 




reflection in post-Soviet reindeer herding 

The author questions understanding of Soviet rural mass collectivization of the 1930s in terms of a “private vs. collective” opposition. Instead a “private-in-the-collective” (sovkhoist) structural feature is posited, stemming from the essentially compromise nature of mass collectivization and offering a better key for understanding of current post-Soviet processes. Archival evidence is used to show how altruistic vs. acquisitive polarities, forming a major ideological debate in the 1920s, were gradually resolved as a “private-in-the-collective” compromise in the collectivization decade. It is suggested that northern reindeer husbandry in the Russian subarctic presents the “private-in-the-collective” compromise with ethnographic clarity through the long-standing practice of grazing personal (“private”) deer mixed with the “public” herd. The reindeer-herding empirical data comes from ongoing longitudinal fieldwork with reindeer herding teams in the Kola Peninsula, Northwest Russia, begun in 1995.

Yulian Konstantinov is Reader in Social Anthropology at the New Bulgarian University in Sofia. He is currently Visiting Professor at the Department of Social Anthropology, University of Tromsø, Norway, and Affiliated Researcher at the Siberian Studies Centre, Max Planck Institute for Social Anthropology, Halle, Germany. His major research interest is reindeer herding communities of the Russian Far North, pursued, since 1995 in Lovozero District, Murmansk Region. His work is described in Reindeer Herders: Field-Notes from the Kola Peninsula (2005), and numerous articles.

11.00-11.45: Vladislava Vladimirova:


The Sami obshchina – ideas and practices

The ethnic obshchina is a collective body, based on kinship and/or neighborhood relations, provided by the contemporary Russian legislation specifically for the members of the Numerically Small Peoples of the Russian North. The objective of the obshchina is to enhance the preservation and well-being of indigenous peoples of the Far North, Siberia, and the Far East of the Russian Federation, through codifying their special rights of land-use, as well as of their self-administration, and cultural preservation.

The promises which the special legislation has been making about the obshchina, have remained, however, largely unimplemented in contemporary Russian legislative and executive practice. This indigenous community form has come to be a field of more contradictions than solutions and special rights provision. 

Vladislava Vladimirova has been engaged in fieldwork in the Kola Peninsula, Northwest Russia, since the autumn of 2001. Her main research interests have been on problems of the post-Soviet reindeer herding economy, as well as indigenous issues in the Russian part of the Barents Region. She has completed her PhD at the Department of Cultural Anthropology and Ethnology at Uppsala University, Sweden in 2006 and is currently a post-doctoral research fellow at the Siberian Studies Center at the Max Planck Institute, Germany.

