
Abstract 

In this paper I present an analysis of gender assignment in Ukrainian, a 

gender system that has received less attention in scholarly literature than the 

closely related Russian system. I advance eleven rules of three types, viz. 

semantic, morphological and morpho-semantic rules. It is shown that these 

rules give correct predictions, provided that the semantic rules override the 

morpho-semantic rules, which in turn take precedence over the 

morphological rules. Furthermore, it is argued that this ranking follows as an 

automatic consequence of two independently motivated universal principles, 

viz. Kiparsky’s (1982) Elsewhere Condition and what I shall refer to as the 

“Core Semantic Override Principle”. 


