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Research seminar on Complementary 

and

Alternative treatment

15.-16. March 2005

Sommarøya
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Target group: CAM researchers with or without clinical CAM experience at a 

doctoral or post-doctoral level. 

General objective: To provide a regularly occurring forum/meeting place where Norwegian CAM researchers can exchange experience, ideas and methodological issues/resources. 

Specific spring 2005 objective: To enable a deeper insight into placebo as a comparison condition in CAM research, and to generate reflection on what 

appropriate outcomes are and how to describe and measure them. 

 

Work plan: Plenary presentations with “challengers” and group work.

 

Expectations: The organizers would like to gain insight into participants’ expectation of the seminar after reading the seminar programme. (See registration form)

 

 

Poster: We encourage participants to submit a poster that describes the present status of their research project. The most innovative poster will be rewarded with waiving of the seminar fee (kr. 2000,-).
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SYMPOSIUM PROGRAM
DAY 1
”To placebo or not…….”

09.00-09.15
Opening and Welcome

09.15-10.15
Oral Presentations of the participants

10.15-11.45
What happens to the "placebo troll" when it sees the daylight? 
Harald Walach, University of Freiburg, Germany
11.45-12.00
Challenger: Laila Launsø
12.00-13.00
Lunch
13.00-14.00
Workshops - Finding the placebo in own study

14.00-14.15
Exercise
14.15-15.00
Poster Presentations, Nutrition Break
15.00-16.00
Placebo in qualitative studies - where is it hiding? 

Marja Verhoef , Faculty of Medicine, University of Calgary, Cananda

16.00-16.15   
Challenger: Terje Alræk 
16.15-17.15
Workshops - how to progress in the landscape of placebo?
18.00-20.00
Go fishing
21.00

Banquet
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SYMPOSIUM PROGRAM
DAY 2
”I have gone fishing, but I do not know what a fish looks like…….”



09.00-10.00    How do we know what is a "good fish" in our research on outcomes of CAM? 
Marja Verhoef , Faculty of Medicine, University of Calgary, Canada 

10.00-10.15
Challenger: Harald Walach
10.15-11.15 How do we engage in large scale "fishing" in research on outcomes of CAM? 

Harald Walach, University of Freiburg, Germany

11.15-11.30 
Challenger: Marja Verhoef
11.30-12.30
Workshops - How do we unravel outcomes in CAM research?

12.30-13.30
Lunch

13.30-14.00
Workshops continuation.
14.00-14.30
Exercise, Nutrition Break
14.30-15.30
Workshop presentation
15.30-16.00
Final session
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