

Supplementary regulations for Master of Biology  (120 ECTS) at the Faculty of Medicine 

Approved 30.10.2003 by the Board of Studies of Science at the Faculty of Medicine. The regulations pertain to the disciplines in the Master programme in biology and in the international Master programme in medical biology given by the Department of Medical Biology. The regulations were updated in accordance with the regulations at the Faculty of Science 23.02.04

1. Admission to the programme

Applications for admission to the 2-year Master programme are to be submitted to the Faculty using the form Application for admission to the University of Tromsø (Søknad om opptak til Universitetet i Tromsø). The deadline for applications for the Master programme is April 15th for the autumn semester and November 1st for the spring semester. The main admission takes place in the fall semester, and some courses or disciplines may admit new students only once a year.

In order to be admitted to a discipline-oriented Master Programme, the student must have completed a Bachelor's degree or equivalent.

Students applying for the Master programme must normally have an average grade of C or better from the Bachelor's degree or equivalent. 

2. Restricted admission to a Master programme

a) The University Board may, upon a proposal from the faculty, decide that admission to a Master programme will be restricted.

b) Only the students who meet the requirements for admission may be admitted.

c) During the admission procedure for the Master programme, the students are ranked. See the admission regulations, section 11 no. 2. 

d) If a student is denied admission, the decision can be appealed. The appeal, which must include the student's reasons for appealing, should be submitted to the faculty.
3.Teaching

Teaching is given in connection with courses, individual syllabi and as individual supervision. The programme is completed under the supervision of one or more of the faculty's academic staff, or another person with the necessary academic competence in the subject. Further regulations about external supervision are given by the faculty and are incorporated into the general part of the curriculum.

4. Module size and course level

1000-level courses normally cannot be included in the Master's degree. If knowledge at 1000 level is required in a Master programme, apart from the specialisation in the Bachelor's degree, this must be stated in the programme description, so that students who intend to apply for the Master programme can take the necessary courses for the Bachelor's degree.
In exceptional cases, up to 10 ECTS at 1000 level can be included in the Master's Degree, if the student applies for this, and when academic reasons based on the nature of the master's thesis call for it. The application must be recommended by the supervisor and will be dealt with by the department.

5. The volume of the thesis

In the discipline-oriented Master programme, individual research work to be prepared under supervision is included. The master's thesis should normally have a volume equivalent to 60 ECTS. Also theses equivalent to 30 ECTS may be given. The Faculty Board may decide whether theses of 30 ECTS are to be given in a programme. This must be stated in the curriculum for each individual programme. Paths of study within the programmes must be planned for the alternatives that are offered. Both types of theses will qualify the student for admission to PhD programmes at the faculty.

6. Choosing a thesis and completing the contract of supervision

The department is responsible for making sure that defined thesis topics are available at all times. The thesis topics that are offered must have been approved in advance by the department in terms of the organisation and volume of the thesis (i.e. that it can be completed within the nominal length of study). The availability of the necessary experimental equipment, software, data, and economy must be documented.

Long theses of 60 ECTS:

Students who have been admitted to the Master programme normally choose a topic for their thesis during the first semester, and no later than one month before the end of the second semester, i.e. no later than November for students who have been admitted in the spring semester, and no later than May for students who have been admitted in the autumn semester.

Short theses of 30 ECTS:

Students who have been admitted to the Master programme with a short thesis normally choose the topic for the thesis when the theoretical syllabus is close to being completed, and no later than one month before the end of the third semester.

All students must complete a contract of supervision. This contract must be submitted to the department where the thesis is given no later than September 1st/February 1st in the semester when the thesis is started.

7.Submission of the thesis

Work or parts of work that has already been approved for a Master's degree at a Norwegian or foreign university or college cannot be accepted for assessment even if it is submitted in a revised version.

The independently written master's thesis is to be submitted by a deadline given by the department. See pt. 5 c) of the contract of supervision.

Theses of 60 ECTS should normally be submitted no later than 6 weeks before the end of the programme.

Theses of 30 ECTS are given a deadline and are to be completed in one semester. Normally the topic will be given on January 15th in the spring semester, with a deadline for submission on June 1st. In the autumn semester, the topic is normally given on August 15th and the deadline for submission is December 15th. 

The department registers all theses both when they are given and when they are submitted.

8. Postponed submission

In case of illness, the deadline for submission of theses of both 60 ECTS and 30 CTS may be postponed. A doctor's certificate is required.

Other reasons for 60-ECTS theses:

a) If the thesis cannot be submitted by the deadline, the student can apply for an extension of up to 3 months when a compelling reason calls for it. The application must be submitted no later than 6 weeks before the deadline for submission of the thesis.

b) A student can only apply for an extension only once.

Other reasons for 30-ECTS theses:

a) If the thesis cannot be submitted by the deadline, the student can apply for an extension of up to 6 weeks when a compelling reason calls for it. The application must be submitted no later than 3 weeks before the deadline for submission of the thesis.

b) A student can only apply for an extension only once.

The department may grant or deny the extension. If necessary, the department may call for a meeting between the student, the supervisor, and a representative from the department. A granted extension will not influence the assessment of the thesis.

9. Assessment of the thesis

The individually written master's thesis is assessed with the grades A–F. The grading scale will be used in accordance with the definitions and guidelines that have been given by the national discipline councils.

A lawfully postponed submission will not influence the assessment of the thesis.

10. Part-time studies

a) It is only possible to take the entire Master programme part-time if a 60-ECTS thesis is chosen.

b) If a 30-ECTS thesis is chosen, the student can only study part-time for the course module (90 ECTS) of the programme, and before the topic for the thesis is given. It is not normally possible to combine part-time studies with a 30-ECTS thesis.

c) Upon application, reduced progression in the programme may be granted (part-time student). The reduction can be of between 20% and 50%. The minimum workload is 50% of full-time studies.

d) The length of the programme is extended correspondingly.

e) The progression of the programme is to be stated in the individual study plan.

11.Leave of absence

a) Students can be granted up to one year's leave of absence from the Master programme without giving a reason before the topic for the master's thesis is given. Notification of leave of absence must be submitted by the deadline for registration.  This kind of leave of absence is granted until the end of the semester when the student has given notification of leave, or until the end of the following semester.

b) After the topic for the thesis has been given, a leave of absence can be given if it is necessary. Reasons can be; student's illness, spouse/partner's illness, children's illness (student's own or spouse/partner's children), compulsory military service, care for student's own children in connection with birth or adoption, weighty positions in bodies of student politics or similar, or other compelling reasons of welfare. Leave of absence may also be granted on academic grounds.

c) In cases of leave of absence, the individual study plan and the contract of supervision should be changed accordingly.

d) In cases of leave of absence of more than one year for 60-ECTS theses and of more than six months for 30-ECTS theses, the department in agreement with the supervisor may consider whether a new topic should be given.

e) The department may grant or deny applications for leave of absence.

12. Joint work
It is possible to complete the master's thesis as group work.

13. Final master's examination 
a) The examinations for the entire Master programme syllabus must have been completed and passed before the final master's examination.

b) After the submission and approval of the master's thesis, the programme concludes with an oral master's examination. This examination consists of a public presentation of minimum 30 minutes where the student gives an overview of the thesis. The examiner and the supervisor are to be present at the presentation. Then, an oral examination/conversation with the examiner and the supervisor about the thesis follows. In cases of joint theses, the master's examination will be given in individually in order to differentiate the candidates' grades.

c) Before the presentation, a grade must have been given for the thesis. The presentation and the oral examination/conversation may be used to adjust the final grade of the thesis. The final grade is the one that is presented to the student and that will be stated on the transcript.

d) The Faculty Board decides whether there should be a public presentation for 30-ECTS theses.

The grade of each partial examination in the Master programme is to be stated on the transcript.

The department is obligated to print up to 20 copies of the master's thesis free of charge for its own students. Seven copies are to be submitted for assessment, two of which are sent to the University Library.

Two examiners, at least one of them external, must be used in the assessment of the candidate's individual research work at graduate level.








The final oral master's examination should normally be held within 6 weeks after submission of the thesis.

14. Failing the master's thesis and new master's examination

a) Only if the master's thesis is assessed as F (fail) can a revised version be submitted. A new deadline for submission must then be given.


The deadline for 60-ECTS theses is after 3 months.

The deadline for 30-ECTS theses is after 6 weeks.   
b) If the thesis is assessed as F (fail) twice, the student must apply to the department for a new thesis topic. 

c) A new topic will be given only once.

15. Non-submission of thesis

If a thesis is not submitted by the deadline and no application for an extended deadline has been approved, the student is registered as not having shown up for an examination. The student must then apply to the department for a new thesis topic. A new topic will be given only once. This is the case both for 60-ECTS theses and 30-ECTS theses.

16. Diploma

Students who have completed a Master's degree at the University of Tromsø will automatically be issued a diploma in the written standard requested at the application for admission.
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