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1. An Ecology of Place
This introductory lecture will present a brief history of ecological anthropology with an accent placed upon recent phenomenological models that study the place of people, animals and other sentient beings in culturally created landscapes.  It will be argued that initiatives such as the ‘dwelling perspective’ of Tim Ingold, or the ‘politics of nature’ of Bruno Latour can be interpreted as a revival of earlier 19th Century ethnological interests in the place of ethics in the study of built environments.
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2. Protecting Nature
This lecture will deconstruct modern discourses of nature protection. We will examine the contradictions in animal rights discourse as well as proposals for the protection of sublime spaces.  Examples from the lecturer’s own fieldwork will be presented.  Here it will be argued that idioms of protection are important philosophical arguments of the idea and rights of the person, but it will be emphasized that the philosophical development is of a decidedly Eurocentric character.  Comparison with non-European contexts will demonstrate alternate ways of speaking about stewardship towards natural spaces.
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3. Political Ecology
Although ecological models seem objective, they bury within them great assumptions of what is changeable and unchangeable, and therefore the rights of people to cultivate certain spaces. In the last ten years geographers, political scientists, and ecologists have been using ethnography as a way of exploring this issue. In this lecture we will look at the history of political ecology in the work of environmental historians. We will particularly look at the way that colonial expansion is linked as much to the control of the biological sphere, as the military sphere. We will then move on to examine how zoning and planning change the way that nature is understood. 
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4. Indigenous Knowledge 

The concluding lecture in this series will examine the methodological problems that anthropologists encounter when they are asked to ‘categorise’ or ‘codify’ indigenous knowledge.  Here, we will look at debates surrounding the protection of ‘biodiversity’ and attempts to restore lost environments.  It will be argued that anthropologists have a duty to built reflexive models of the inter-relation between people and places.  This implies that they need not play supporting roles in large scientific projects but should take the lead in integrating publicly funded research.
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