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HOME EXAMINATION IN INDIGENOUS PEOPLES’ RIGHTS 
(JUR-3650)

Spring 2005

1. Please identify within your own country (or region), a specific group in respect of whom you will address the applicability and application of international standards in the field of indigenous peoples’ rights. As the first issue, address the question whether the group in question is an “indigenous people” in the meaning applied in the legal discourse in indigenous peoples’ rights. (Weight: 20 %)

2. Secondly, discuss what international instruments will be relevant in assessing the situation of the group: Has your country (or the country where the group lives) ratified ILO Convention No. 169, the Covenant on Civil and Political Rights, or any relevant regional human rights treaty? One website covering both UN and regional human rights treaties is http://sim.law.uu.nl/sim/Dochome.nsf - just click “RATIF” and then the name of the country. For ILO Convention 169, however, it is easiest to give the full list of ratifications here: Argentina, Bolivia, Brazil, Colombia, Costa Rica, Denmark, Dominica, Ecuador, Fiji, Guatemala, Honduras, Mexico, Netherlands, Norway, Paraguay, Peru and Venezuela. Instead of or in addition to legally binding treaties, what other instruments do you identify as international standards that are relevant as a starting-point for advocacy and litigation? (Weight: 20 %)

3. Thirdly, please identify what are, from the perspective of the group you chose to write about, the most pertinent current issues related to lands, natural resources or traditional means of livelihood, in particular in respect of competing use of the same resources (such as mining and forestry). (Weight: 20 %)

4. Finally, explain how you would use the international instruments you identified under item 2 as relevant in addressing the issues you identified under item 3. What provisions in what international instruments will you advice the group to invoke? What arguments should they develop in respect of these provisions? What kind of evidence will they need to collect? What fora would be available for litigation on the domestic level and internationally? Are there specific issues that need to be taken into account when choosing a particular forum? (Weight: 40 %)

Required length: 8-10 pages (line spacing 1,5, font Times Roman 12)

A paper copy of the answer shall be submitted by 10May at 15.00h at the latest to the reception for students. A copy of the paper shall be sent by email to the following address: inger.lise.strandheim@jus.uit.no
The preliminary examination results (passed/failed) will be published on 24 May at 1400h at the Faculty information board outside the reception for students.

Oral examination of candidates who passed the written examination will take place on 26 og 27 May. at the Faculty in room 4404. It starts at 09.15am. The oral examination lasts for approximately 30 minutes.

The final examination result will be published after the oral examinations are finished.

Tromsø 27.04.05
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