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This project aims at developing new participatory methods in sustainable cooperative development of models for local democracy and welfare, i.e. a strengthening of civil society at a general level. Specifically, the project aims at crime and delinquency prevention with young people at the cultural and economic margins in the Barents region, including ethnic minority groups, thereby contributing to the Norwegian governmental Northern Region Safety and Security Policy. Through a concerted effort by the Centre for Peace Studies and Visual Cultural Studies at the University of Tromsø, Norwegian Social Research (NOVA) in Oslo and the Norwegian Mediation Service (NMS) in Tromsø and Finnmark, researchers and mediators/facilitators will work with two restorative justice (RJ) approaches: street mediation and prison mediation in five different urban areas in the Norwegian and Russian northern outskirts: Tromsø, Hammerfest, Kirkenes, Murmansk and Arkhangelsk. 
The research consists of participant observation and filming of the practical implementation of the RJ projects which aims at 1) improving

conflict resolution among marginalised persons in youth gangs/groups and in prisons and increase the self esteem of young people, enhanced by the use of participant video/DVD-filming; 2) building trust between young people and civil organisations; 3) building capacity and resources for conflict resolution within the five urban areas in focus, i.e. educate local facilitators. This includes workshops on handling conflicts, conferencing and mediations (in partnership with the police, the NMS and the criminal justice (CJ) system, informal counselling and support, network meetings for practitioners in the field. The research functions both as an evaluation and documentation with large dissemination potentials due to the filming of the practical implementation of the RJ programs.

