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The construction (1) has the force of an imperative, but contains no 

overt verb. It appears to occur in all Germanic languages but not (e.g.) 

any Slavic language.

(1) a. Into the bag with the money!

b. In die Tasche mit dem Geld! (German)

in the.acc bag with the.dat money

c. Ned i sekken med pengene! (Norwegian)

down in bag-the with money-the

This talk explores the idea that (1) is related to the verb-less modal 

complements (2) discussed by Riemsdijk (2002):

(2) a. Das Geld soll in die Tasche. (German)

the.nom money should in the.acc bag

b. Pengene må ned i sekken. (Norwegian)

money-the must down in bag-the

- in particular, following Riemsdijk's analysis of (2) as involving a 

silent verb GO (3), the idea that (1) involves a GO-complement to an 

imperative head (4):

(3) [_ModP MOD [_VP DP(theme) [ GO PP(directional) ] ] ]

(4) [_ImpP IMP [_VP DP(theme) [ GO PP(directional) ] ] ]

/ /
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