CALL FOR PAPERS

SENSITIVE PEACE RESEARCH 

A conference on new ways of approaching the field and the senses in peace and conflict studies

Tampere Peace Research Institute, University of Tampere, Finland, 16–18 April 2008

This multi- and cross-disciplinary conference focuses on the most recent developments in the field of Peace and Conflict Research emphasizing the senses as glue connecting both individual subjectivity with the material world and perception with action. 
These new trends include the study of the senses in relation to knowledge on peace, war, and conflict; the use of fieldwork for the study of war; the study of visual images of peace, war, and conflict; the role of qualitative methods in the formation of knowledge; and the ethics of using sensitive data and local knowledge for the purpose of theory building.
The conference aims to develop a holistic approach to the senses, thereby paving the way to an increase in understanding of how smell, taste, touch, hearing, and sight operate together in connection with the perception, awareness, and remembrance of conflict situations and their translation into action. 

The conference is interested in both the researchers’ subject positions when doing field (and other) work and their sensible subjects of study. It aims to outline non-elitist and non-dogmatic ways of knowledge production concerning domestic, local, and international conflicts. It is especially interested in the everyday dimensions of peace, war, and conflict.

The conference brings together scholars from Peace and Conflict Research and such related disciplines as Cultural Studies, International Relations, Religious Studies, Human Geography, and Social Anthropology. The topics to be addressed include but are not limited to: 

· ‘Field’ and fieldwork 

· Senses and knowledge formation 

· Images of human suffering
· New methodological issues 

· Ethics of research and global ethics 

· Culture and local knowledge 

DATE: 16–18 April 2008
VENUE: Tampere Peace Research Institute / Vapriikki Museum Centre
DEADLINE FOR THE SUBMISSION OF ABSTRACTS (250 words): 15 January 2008 

Abstracts should be sent to Frank Möller at: frank.moller@uta.fi

NOTIFICATION: 15 February 2008

More information concerning registration fee, travel and hotel arrangements, keynote speakers etc. will be available on Tapri’s website in due time (www.uta.fi/tapri) 

