: 

Programme: University of Tromsø  PhD course 
Global debates and the African context: 

Each day will start with discussions of some overarching issues, with more extended case- related discussions in the afternoon. Throughout the workshop, the relationships between global trends, national politics and local factors (adaptation, culture, language and environment) will be in focus. 

Wednesday 12 March, 9.15-18.00
09.15  Welcome and Introductions
09.45 Global Debates on Indigenous Issues, the Role of Africa.  (Crawhall)

This introduction will examine global trends in ethno-political debates, illustrated by the difficult political processes involved in the adoption of the UN Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples. Specific attention will be given to the question of indigeneity in Africa and the rise of the indigenous peoples’ movement in Africa. The efforts of the civil society are compared to the complex role of the Africa Group in the deferment and subsequent adoption of the UN Declaration, as well as the role of the African Commission on Human and Peoples’ Rights (ACHPR).
10.45. COFFE/TEA

11.00 Comments from a panel: 

Professor Tone Bleie on Asia.  Professor Trond Thuen on Sápmi. 

Associate Profesor Jorun Bræck Ramstad on  the Pacific.  NN Latin America
Discussion 

12.30 – 13.30 
LUNCH
13.30 
Life-ways and Land use: Indigenous peoples and Human Rights in Africa (Crawhall)

This session will expand upon the issue of indigeneity in Africa, including the particular subsistence economies that are most often identified with indigenous peoples. Questions addressed will include: Why are hunter gatherers and nomads most often associated with ‘indigenous’ status?  What is it about their land use patterns that makes it difficult for them to participate in national and international institutions?  How do individual hunters and herders identify with ‘rights of indigenous peoples’ and an organised indigenous civil society? 
This session will critically examine the ‘human rights’ approach to development that is emphasized by Western institutions—particularly donors. What are the limitations of this approach? Do African indigenous organisations have sufficient capacity to access rights mechanisms?  Alternative strategies based on the indigenous peoples’ movement in Africa will be explored. 
1430 
Discussion

15.00 
COFFEE 

15.30
Multi-sited research as a paradigm for indigenous studies. (Saugestad). 
A multi-sited (Marcus 1995), or trans-local, approach in social sciences emphasises 
connections between levels  of social organisations.  This session will discuss the particular                              relevance of this approach for studying indigenous issues.  
16. 00
Group sessions: Presentations by PhD students. Details about this session will be available after the registration deadline 28 February. 
Thursday 13 March, 9.15-17 

9.15
Introduction: Global Diversity and Indigenous peoples (Hays / Crawhall)

Recognition of the link between linguistic, cultural, and biological diversity has become a hot topic, with emphasis on the rapid decline in linguistic and biological diversity and what that means for humanity.  This session examines some of the current debates about links between the decline in language and cultural diversity; and how these relate to biological diversity.  How does this relate to indigenous peoples, especially in Africa?  What approaches are being taken towards maintenance of linguistic and cultural diversity? How do key UN instruments (CBD, UNESCO Universal Declaration on Cultural Diversity, FCCC and the Declaration) provide tools and opportunities for indigenous peoples? 
10.15
Discussion 

10.45
COFFEE/TEA
11.15
Challenges in making minority language ‘usable’ in the 21st Century (Trosterud)
Often the linguistically ‘best’ record of threatened languages becomes the enemy of the ‘good’, i.e. orthographies that are easy to use.  Tore Trosterud will discuss the practical aspects of language maintenance, and illustrate how it can be done—as well as the challenges—using examples from Sami and Greenlandic.  
11.45
Discussion 

12.30 – 13.30 
LUNCH

13.30 
Global trends and local implications: Educational Rights (Hays) 
Not all of the processes implicated in the decline in diversity are perceived as “negative” or “destructive.” A good example is the efforts based on global mantras like “Education for All” and the “Right to Education.”  How do these play out on the ground, and what do they mean for indigenous communities when the education available to them is not compatible with their language, culture, or social and economic needs? 
The following points will be highlighted for a comparative discussion:  

· The role of apparently benevolent institutions—in particular the formal education system—in the loss of linguistic and cultural diversity, and the decline of indigenous knowledge systems

· The ways that indigenous peoples are resisting these trends, both through positive efforts at language maintenance projects, and also through their choices not to participate in dominant institutions.  

14.00 
Case study: the Nyae Nyae Village Schools Project, Namibia (Hays) 
Initiated in the early 1990s, the Nyae Nyae Village Schools Project was designed to demonstrate educational ‘best practice’.   It was conceived and introduced in a national education environment that recognized the benefits of mother tongue education and the value of the traditional culture and knowledge.  The project was designed by a team of educationalists and anthropologists, in close consultation with the Nyae Nyae community, and the emphasis was upon the importance of both traditional culture and knowledge systems, and the need to access the mainstream education systems.  The project received substantial funding from international donors. Despite its optimistic beginnings, by 2001 the project had begun to falter. This section will examine this project in light of the previous discussions on Indigenous Rights and Educational Rights, and linguistic and cultural diversity.  
14.45
Discussion 

15.15 
COFFEE/TEA
15.30
National Qualifications Frameworks and Indigenous Knowledge (Hays/Crawhall) 
In an effort to validate local/traditional knowledge, some countries (including South Africa, Namibia, Botswana, Gabon, and New Zealand) are developing formal qualifications for areas of expertise that include traditional / indigenous knowledge and skills. How is this put into practice?  How are formal qualifications developed (by outsiders) for skills that are traditionally transmitted and practised informally, in very different social and economic systems?  What are the implications of this movement for indigenous communities? Do indigenous peoples need outsiders to validate their knowledge and practices?
16.00
Case Studies: The questions raised above examined in light of the following cases: 

Formalising Healing in Botswana (Hays) 

The Botswana Training Authority (BOTA) is developing Qualifications programmes in traditional skills.  One new qualification is that for the San healing dances, including assessment of the ‘spiritual connection’ made by the healers.  
Formalising Tracking in Africa (Crawhall)
An overview of efforts taking place in southern Africa and Gabon to formalize traditional tracking knowledge into systems of training, assessment, qualifications and national certification.  

Friday 14 March. 9.15-12.00

09.15 Overview of the Seminar topics discussed (Hays / Crawhall)

This session will draw together the topics that have been brought up throughout the conference, linking questions of indigenous rights, land use, linguistic and cultural diversity, indigenous knowledge and participation in formal institutions.  What are the 

impacts on Africa of the global processes and what is the impact of increasing African participation in such processes? Do the UN / international process (standards, mechanisms, and forums) have any real impact on life in rural Africa?

Discussion 

10.00 Coffee 

10.30 Indigenous issues, advocacy and activism. (Hays/Crawhall/Saugestad)
In this closing session Hays, Crawhall and Saugestad reflect on their own experiences as academics and activist. There is a fine line between international solidarity – which is a hall mark of the indigenous movement – and the sometimes overwhelming effect that outside (expert/donor) engagement can have. How much are academics shaping the concepts and terms of the debate? Participants are invites to discuss the ethical aspects of the role academics can play.
Discussion

12. 00 Closure
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Recommended Reading, Day Two 

CBD Addis Ababa Guidelines and Principles on the Sustainable Use of Biodiversity: http://www.cbd.int/doc/publications/addis-gdl-en.pdf
Crawhall, N. and K. Sena (2007) Report on projects related to the Environment and Recognition of Hunter-Gatherer Indigenous Peoples in East Africa. Cape Town: IPACC. 

IPACC (2007) IPACC Strategic Plan on Indigenous Peoples, Natural Resources and the Environment. Cape Town: IPACC. 

IPACC (2007) IPACC Southern African Regional Workshop on the Formalisation of the Traditional Knowledge of Tracking. Cape Town: IPACC. 
Nettle, D. and S. Romaine (2000)Vanishing Voices: The Extinction of the World’s Languages. Oxford: Oxford University Press. 

UN Convention on Biological Diversity: http://www.bradford.ac.uk/acad/sbtwc/btwc/int_inst/env_docs/CBD-TEXT.pdf
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