
The formal determination of word order in Japanese 
 
Japanese exhibits relatively free word order in front of the verb. The constraints on word 
order possibilities are generally understood in structural terms using notions like Topic 
projections and A/A-bar movement (Saito 1985 etc.). However the actual distribution of 
word order in use are determined by discourse considerations such as old/new information, 
shifted topic, continued topic, and etc. It is generally assumed that the component of 
information structure is independent of the component of syntactic structure, and therefore 
the connection between the formal structure such as Topic phrase and topic features on the 
one hand and actual discourse topichood on the other has been underexplored. The main 
focus of my project is to connect information structure and syntactic structure and investigate 
the nature of the connection. The working hypothesis is that functional projection provides 
instructions for information packaging component.  


