UITØMUN Resolution 1588(2005)


The Security Council,

Reaffirming its commitment to respect the sovereignty, territorial integrity and political independence of the Democratic Republic of the Congo and all the states in the region,

Recalling its previous resolutions and the statements by its President concerning the Democratic Republic of the Congo, specifically resolutions 1265 (1999) of 17 September 1999, 1296 (2000) of 19 April 2000, 1325 (2000) of 31 October 2000 and 1565 (2004) of 1 October 2004,

Alarmed by the grave violations of human rights and of international humanitarian law that accompany hostilities in the Democratic Republic of the Congo, especially of violations by the MONUC personnel in the conflict area,

Taking note of the sixteenth special report of the Secretary General on the United Nations Organization Mission in the Democratic Republic of the Congo (MONUC), dated 31 December 2004 (S/2004/1034) and taking note of the letter of the Secretary General dated 9 February 2005 (S/2005/79) regarding specifically allegation against MONUC personnel,

Reaffirming its support for the policy of zero tolerance for sexual abuse by peacekeepers, 

1. Strongly urges for the quick and decisive steps by MONUC Command Personnel on site to effectively implement the zero tolerance for sexual abuse by peacekeepers policy as well as raise awareness of peacekeepers that cases of violations of the UN code of conduct and international humanitarian law will be investigated and violators prosecuted;

2. Decides to establish the on-site investigation commission consisting of multidisciplinary team in Kinshasa that would conduct detailed investigations of the cases of human rights and code of conduct violations by MONUC personnel, report to the UN members its findings and help develop the effective and sustainable response to the sexual exploitation and abuse issue, and asks Office of the Internal Investigation Services and the Department of Peacekeeping Operations’ Sexual Exploitation and Abuse Task Force to contribute to the work of the Commission;

3. Decides to strengthen the role of Personnel Conduct Unit (PCU) with officers conducting on-site inspections and monitoring of the implementation and observation of the UN Code of Conduct; the officers shall if necessary conduct investigations on the unit levels and report their findings and recommendations to the commission;

4. Demands MONUC Command to introduce general curfews and off-limit areas as means of preventing the future violations of human rights and hold military commanders of national contingents and civilian administration accountable for the actions of the personnel they supervise;

5. Urges troop-contributing countries to deal promptly with allegations of sexual abuse or exploitation through national military judicial procedures or any other nationally applicable means and to report to the UN the final outcome of each case;

6. Demands from troop-contributing countries to hold the unit commanders responsible for enforcing discipline; if the discipline is warranted but not enforced, the commanders should be repatriated and disciplinary action taken against them;

7. Demands that the mandatory special trainings to ensure the full understanding and compliance with UN Code of Personal Conduct take place before the new troops are deployed as well as conduct of the on-site training for the deployed personnel, which is of great importance for renewing the mandate for MONUC;

8. Requests the Commission to report to UN Security Council its plan and implementation process of the zero toleration policies within three months;

9. Strongly encourages a humanitarian focus on helping victims of misconduct back to physical and mental health;
10. Decides to remain actively seized on the matter.
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