Unique lecture in 
Tabletten lecture hall (Pharmacy Bldg) 
Thursday Dec 13, 09:15am:
Dr Polly Matzinger 
(Section head at the National Institute of Allergy and Infections, a component of NIH, USA) will give a lecture on
The Danger Model
Do not miss this chance to experience a seminar given by Dr Polly Matzinger, known for her radical explanation of the immune system's purpose and function. She has questioned the fundamental view of what we now refer to as autoimmunity, and challenges the beliefs that leading scientists have held dear for as long as half a century. Matzinger asked the simple yet profound questions that could not be answered by the old self/nonself paradigm of immunity: 
"Why does a pregnant woman not reject her fetus?"
"Why don't lactating women reject breast milk?"
"Why don't our bodies reject the food we eat?"
"What about autoimmune disease? Why does our immune system sometimes attack the organs we are born with?"
Dr Matzinger reasoned that it makes no sense for the immune system to fight everything that is foreign, or nonself. After all, there's no reason to fight anything that's harmless, no matter how foreign it is. If there's no danger, there's no damage, and if there is no damage, there is no immune response. So, Dr Matzinger launched the Danger Model, which offers explanations to many of the phenomena that could not be explained by the self/nonself paradigm.
There are at least two very good reasons to attend Dr Matzinger's lecture:
1. You will learn about the Danger Model from the very person who launched it.
2. You will learn how to present a complicated story in a way so that "anybody" will understand. Polly Matzinger is well known for her lectures. Anybody who wants a few tips on how to lecture science to lay people or colleagues outside the discipline of immunology is encourage to attend!     
The lecture is open to all.
