Literature in conflict – spring 2004​

Intellectual aim of the course

The intellectual aim of the course is threefold:  

1. To provide a fast paced introduction to literary analysis for academics without training in literary studies.

2. To give an illustration of – and to discuss – the strengths of the literary approach to textual analysis, compared to more fact-based and non-fiction approaches to texts. Literary texts typically hold different layers of meaning, not least augmented by a manipulation of style and structure, and this will be investigated. 

3. To analyse texts that are relevant to war and peace so that even the subject matter of the texts will provide “relevant” insights.  

Course description 

The course will mainly consist of two-way workshops where the students will have to participate actively in the analysis of the already read syllabus. The method of the course is absolutely dependent on students having read the texts beforehand.  The course will take place in mid-March. 

The course is not a product of a combination of 50% peace studies and 50% comparative literature. Rather it is an introduction to literary methods and approaches within a relevant thematic frame of reference.  Both the role of literature as such in society, and the contents of literary works, will provide insights to the subversive nature of literature,and thus a dimension of e.g. conflict transformation can clearly be made out. Fictional depictions of experience on the micro level are useful for providing perspectives on human nature which are not easily categorised, measured or finalised. Thus the course will probably be a welcome addition to traditional social science methods. 


Day 1 (3 hours) 

· A general and very short introduction to literature in society, literary texts and literary analysis

· Analysis of Joseph Conrad’s Heart of Darkness 

Day 2 (3 hours)

· Analysis of Joseph Heller’s Catch-22
Day 3 (3 hours) 

· Analysis of Kurt Vonnegut’s Slaughterhouse Five
· Concluding remarks 
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Oxford Edition 
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Everyman’s Edition
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Kurt Vonnegut 
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Theoretical literature [compulsory] 

Martha Nussbaum
“Preface”, “The Literary Imagination” and “Fancy” in Poetic Justice – The Literary Imagination and Public Life, 1995, Beacon Press, Boston [60]
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“Introduction”, “1 Humanising War” and “2 War and the renunciation of cruelty” in Humane Warfare, 2001, Routledge, London. [43p]  
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Bo Pettersson 
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