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Speech sound inventories are structured in terms of distinctive features. Feature economy is
one of severa basic organizational principles of sound systems. According to this principle,
languages tend to maximize the combinatory possbilities of a few features to characterize a
maximum number of speech sounds. A first goal of this talk to show how the predictions of
feature economy can be tested in synchronic data, using an objective sampling technique
applied to the phoneme inventories included in UPSID-92. A further goad is to show that
feature economy offers a powerful tool for investigating the feature analysis of speech sounds
in less obvious or controversial cases, such as breathy voiced stops, voiceess sonorants, and
implosives. Other topics, time permitting, may include: feature accessibility and markedness;
feature economy vs. gestural economy; feature economy and the dispersion principle; feature
economy in non-gpoken language forms.



