PAGE  
2

Example of How to Research and Write a Brief Historical Biography

By Floyd Rudmin,     prepared 19. March, 2004

Part 1: The First Hour of Research

If I am going to spend my time researching and writing a biography, I want to be able to publish it somewhere.  So, the first task is to find a small psychology publication that might accept a biography.

To do this, I search Google with the following Boolean phrase:

(bulletin OR newsletter) AND (psychological OR psychology).

I find the newsletter of the International Society for Political Psychology. This is a newsletter which seems to seek small projects that are provocative to the community of political psychologists.  

So, based on this, I decide that I will write a biography on a political psychologist.

Next I go to the UB Fagbaser and open PsycINFO, and there search the phrase “political psychology”, with the quotation marks forcing the system to treat these two words as a phrase.  That finds 1155 abstracts, which is too many to even think about looking at, so I set a “search limit” for articles before 1920.  That gets me 3 hits:

a) Grundy, G. B. (1917). Political psychology: A science which has yet to be created. Lancet, 8 (155), 155-170.

b) a 1917 article without an author on the political psychology of Ireland.

c) Boutury, P. (1904). The English people: A study of their political psychology. (E. English, Trans.) NY: Putnam.

I will see if either Grundy or Boutury are plausible to research.  Is there enough material available on them to write a biography? To check this, I enter “P. Boutury” as a search term in Google, and get no hits..Entering “G. B. Grundy” in Google, results in 352 hits. 

To check this further, I will search a full-text data base that covers the period they wrote in.  To do this, I go to the UB hotbutton for Tidsskrifter, and open the JSTOR database.  There I search for Grundy OR Boutury in political science, sociology, anthropology, and general science journals and get 200 hits.  So, I search Boutury alone and get no hits, whereas Grundy alone got 200.  I open one of these articles, and find that G. Brindoe Grundy is being cited in history papers.  So, I search again using this Boolean phrase:  “G. B. Grundy” OR (Brindoe AND Grundy)  resulting in 10 hits.  These all suggest that he is a British historian of some substantial reputation.

A search of the US Library of Congress catalogue (accessible at the UB page under andre biblioteker) for the author Grundy, G. B. shows that he lived from 1861 to 1948, and that he wrote 9 books, mostly books about Roman or Saxon political and military history. In 1945 he wrote an autobiography:

Grundy, George Beardoe (1945). Fifty years at Oxford: An unconventional autobiography. London: Methuen.  

This also reveals a mistake in the JSTOR citation I had first found, where his middle name was recorded as Brindoe not Beardoe.

A search of the British National Library adds nothing further beyond the US Library of Congress.

Next I decide to look for an obituary.  I open the UB fagbaser page, and at the bottom of the page open the archives to The Times (of London). Searching the expression Grundy AND died leads to an obituary.  But,  It is the 1936 obituary for Professor W. W. Grundy.  

Searching G. B. Grundy in the London Times between 1880 and 1950 finds he has written 12 letters to the editor, appears in 49 advertisements, and 151 feature articles. The titles of his letters, and the contents of the ones I open, are mostly about the parks and leisure qualities of Oxford.  The advertisements are announcing positions at The Royal Military College at Sandhurst, listing G. B. Grundy as the headmaster.  

Search of the Sandhurst website indicates no information about their history, and no contacts to whom I might email

So, at the end of the first hour of research, I decide that I will write a biography about G. B. Grundy for submission to the newsletter of  International Society for Political Psychology. The essay will be focussed on summarizing his 1917 recommendation and description of political psychology. 

The first sentence, which is the topic sentence for the introductory paragraph, which is the outline for the entire essay, will be: 

“George Beardoe Grundy (1861-1948) was an Oxford historian who proposed in 1917 that there should be an interdisciplinary field called “political psychology”.

I order his 1917 Lancet article and his 1945 autobiography by interlibrary loan.  Now I must wait until those arrive.  In the meantime I might explore some of the 352 Google sites on him to see if there is any useful information there.

Part 2: The Second Hour of Research

After the first hour of research, I have decided on the person I will write about.  I know the basics of his life (birth, death, nationality, place of work, books he wrote). I know that I am writing this biography for political psychologists, to tell them something about the founding of their field.  And I have ordered via inter-library loan a copy of his autobiography and a copy of his article proposing that there should be such a field as political psychology.

My paper at this point, has a skeleton structure, something like this:

-------------cut here for skeleton biography----------------

G. B. Grundy’s 1917 proposal for political psychology:

“A science which has yet to be created”
By  Floyd Rudmin

Abstract:


George Beardoe Grundy (1861-1948) was an Oxford historian who proposed in 1917 that there should be an interdisciplinary field called “political psychology”.

Introduction:


????


Body:


????

Conclusion:


????

References:

Boutury, P. (1904). The English people: A study of their political psychology. (E. English, Trans.) NY: Putnam.

Grundy, G. B. (1917). Political psychology: A science which has yet to be created. Lancet, 8 (155), 155-170.

Grundy, G. B. (1945). Fifty years at Oxford: An unconventional autobiography. London: Methuen.

-----------cut here for end of skeleton biography---------

While I am waiting for the two key sources of information to arrive, what more can I do?  Here are some possibilities:


1) find out who Grundy’s doctoral students were.


2) find out if Grundy is already known by political psychologists


- find a history of political psychology


3) find out what was political psychology BEFORE his 1917 paper.

To try to find Grundy’s doctoral students, I will first search Dissertations Abstracts International (DAI) in the UB fagbaser.  That found nothing useful.  Searching Historical Abstracts also found nothing useful.

Searching the history of political psychology in PsycINFO found:

1) Rahn, W. M.,Sullivan, J. _L., & Rudolph, T. J. :(2002). Political psychology and political science. In J. H. Kuklinski (Ed.), Thinking about political psychology (pp. 155-186). NY: Cambridge University Press.  

By clicking on the complete record button, I get all of the references for this history, and it does not include Grundy (1917).  Most of the references are in the 1980s and 1990s, and the oldest 2 were for 1959 and 1974.  

2) Krampen, G. (1986). Politische Psychologie: Geschichte, Defizite, Perspektiven 

[ Political psychology: History, deficits, and perspectives].  Psychologische Rundschau, 37, 138-150.

References are unavailable for this, so I ordered the article from the Bergen library.

3) Stone, W. F. (1983). Human nature in politics: Graham Wallas and the Fabians. Political Psychology, 4, 693-712.

The abstract claims that his 1908 book Human Nature in Politics is one of the first books on political psychology.

Thus, at the end of this 2nd hour, it seems that political psychology is not well aware of its history.  A search of “political psychology” in PsycINFO, in 2 decade limitations shows that this is a new discipline, with the vast majority of research written recently.
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Sometimes in doing historical research in the library, you accidentally bump into information that is interesting.  For example, while looking for a history of political psychology in PsycINFO, I found this article:

AUTHOR: Lavik, Nils J.

AFFILIATION: U Oslo Medical School, Norway

TITLE: A psychiatrist who confronted Nazism.

PUBLICATION YEAR: 1989

SOURCE: Political Psychology. 1989 Dec; Vol 10(4): 757-765

ABSTRACT: Discusses the Norwegian psychiatrist Johan Scharffenberg who wrote a long series of articles for the Oslo newspaper Arbeiderbladet, in which he made a psychiatric diagnosis of Hitler. Based on Hitler's own writings and German sources, Scharffenberg (1933, 1934) reconstructed a detailed life history and concluded that Hitler was a paranoid psychopath of the prophetic type, bordering on the insane. During World War II, Scharffenberg became a prominent leader in the Norwegian Resistance. The relationship between his early recognition of the psychopathology of Nazism and his role during the German occupation is briefly discussed. 

Part 3: Hours Three & Four

Research usually does not work out as planned.  This is true of library research and empirical research.  Things go wrong.  Sometimes the problems are so great, that it is necessary to switch to “Plan B”.  Which means, when planning research, you should have a “Plan B” in mind.

For the present research project of writing an historical biography, my “Plan B” has been to write the biography of Adolf Bastian, who was Wundt’s colleague at Leipzig, or to write the biography of Ēmile Boutmy, a French scholar at the turn-of-the-century.  Both men had books in the US Library of Congress catalogue with the words “political psychology” in the title.

But, back to Grundy.  What went wrong?  When I ordered Grundy’s 1917 article on 

political psychology via inter-library loan, the report came back that they could not find it.  The citation given by PsycINFO was wrong:

Grundy, G. B. (1917). Political psychology: A science which has yet to be created. Lancet, 8 (155), 155-170.

So, I began myself to try to find it using our library’s data bases.  By entering the journal title “Lancet” into BIBSYS, I can access Lancet, full text.  

Lancet is the world’s oldest medical journal.  Why would an historian be publishing political psychology in a medical journal?

Volume 8 of Lancet was published in 1827, more than 30 years before Grundy was born. How could that be?

The 1917 issue of Lancet has on p. 155, an article about malaria.

Clearly, something was wrong. 

So, I searched the APA website to find a contact email address for their staff who manage PsycINFO.  I sent them an email, pointing out that something was wrong with the Grundy citation.

In the meantime, I thought to try to find a new citation for the same article.  My earlier search of the London Times for Grundy’s obituary had bumped into some advertisements for new teachers to be hired by Sandhurst Military College. In these ads, Grundy was listed as “headmaster.”  Sandhurst is England’s university for training military officers.  I reasoned that if Grundy had been headmaster there, equivalent to “rector” in the Norwegian system, then maybe they have an archive file on him, including a full bibliography of his writings.  

So, I searched the internet for Sandhurst, and eventually found the contact email address for their librarian.  I sent an email to them inquiry about Grundy.  Here is a copy of my email inquiry to Sandhurst:

From: Floyd Rudmin [mailto:frudmin@psyk.uit.no]

Sent: 17 February 2004 13:12

To: senlibrarian@rmas.mod.uk
Subject: Enquiry via RMAS website

Good morning,

I am a Canadian teaching history of psychology at the University of Tromsø

in Norway.  I am currently writing a history of political psychology.  One of the first persons to propose this subfield was a Dr. G. B. Grundy:

Grundy, G. B. (1917). Political psychology: A science which has yet to be

created. Lancet, 8 (155), 155-170.

According to the London Times, he was at this time headmaster of Sandhurst.

This citation came from PsycINFO.  But it is incorrect.  Lancet is the

British medical journal, and that volume and issue number do not match the

date 1917, and his article is not in Lancet.

I would like to ask 3 questions of you:

1) Do you have an archive file on Prof. Grundy, or any of his manuscripts,

or a complete bibliography of his writings, where it might be clarified

where this article was published. I have a copy of his autobiography, but he does not discuss these things.

2) Do you have any record if there was another British journal with the

title "Lancet" which was not the medical journal.  For example, was there a

military journal, perhaps called "Lancer" in which this article about

political psychology might be found.

3) If you cannot help me with these above questions, can you suggest who or

which institutions I should contact to find information on this.

Sincerely,

Floyd Rudmin

The following was the responses from Sandhurst’s librarian:

Dear Mr Rudmin,

In reply to your query, I am sorry to say that, based on the information in

your e-mail, I am not aware of any connection between Dr Grundy and the the

Royal Military College / Academy Sandhurst. Does he mention Sandhurst in his autobiography? Although there have often been civilian lecturers here, we have never had a 'headmaster', as the person in charge is always military. Further, until the end of the WWII, lecturers only taught in areas such as maths, languages and drawing. 

I'm afraid that I can't really offer advice regarding the reference, except

to say that it is much more likely to be the date and volume numbers that

are wrong, than the name of the journal.

There was a Professor George Beardoe Grundy (b. ca. 1870, d. 1948), who held a chair in ancient history at Oxford, and who I suppose could possibly be your man. Perhaps your best bet would be to contact the Lancet direct.

I'm sorry not to have been able to help.

Yours sincerely,

Andrew Orgill

Senior Librarian

In response to this, I sent the librarian a jpg copy of the advertisement from the London Times, as well as a description its contents, including the address given in the ad.  Then came this response:

Dear Mr Rudmin,

I have not received the image, but Sandhurst is a long way from Cowley. If

there was an Oxford Military College, it must have been a small private

establishment, possibly preparing boys who had completed their schooling,

prior to taking the entrance exam for the Royal Military Academy / College.

There were many 'crammers' of this sort, but they were entirely unofficial.

Sandhurst was not a school, but an officer training establishment, attended

by all commissioned officers in the regular British Army.

Andrew Orgill

Senior Librarian

Another dead end.  So, I decided to try to contact Oxford University, and ask if they have a bibliography of his writings.  Again, using Google, I found the library and archives of Oxford University, and a contact email address.  My inquiry to the archivist was forwarded to the librarian of Brasenose College, where Grundy had studied.  The response to my inquiry follows:

Dear Mr. Rudmin
 

The BNC Archivist forwarded your query as she had no copies of G B Grundy's papers in the Archive. I have investigated the citation you detailed but have had no luck. I contacted the RSL and they did some further research but came up with nothing...such an article fails to be listed in other appropriate databases and, as you say, it is not in the 1917 issues of the Lancet. 

 

On closer inspection of the PsycINFO citation it is clear that although the article was published BY The Lancet, it was not necessarily published  IN The Lancet. Perhaps it was published as part of some other series or as an occasional paper?

 

I am sorry we are not able to offer any insight into this issue but should we make any future discoveries we will let you know. 

 

Good luck!

Best wishes

Liz 

 

Liz Kay
College Librarian
Brasenose College
Radcliffe Square
Oxford  OX1 4AJ

This was not looking hopeful, and I began to think more seriously about writing this biography about Adolf Bastian.  But then APA saved the day.  Finally, came this reply:

Hello Dr. Rudmin. 

Thank you for bringing this record to our attention. The citation is indeed incorrect. It should be Nineteenth Century, 1917, 81, 155-170. I found this information in a print publication called Psychological Index. Unfortunately, I do not have an ISSN or any other information for the journal.

We apologize for the inconvenience caused by this error. Let us know if we may be of further assistance.

Emily Randall

PsycINFO Quality Assurance Specialist

American Psychological Association

750 First Street NE

Washington, DC 20002-4242  USA

800-374-2722 or 202-336-5650

Fax 202-336-5633

psycinfo@apa.org
www.apa.org/psycinfo
Hurrah!  Hurrah!

Our library has access to old journals in the data base called JSTOR, which you can find under “Tidsskrifter” in the library’s links.   In searching that system, I first requested an expanded list of the journals.  Nineteenth Century is not contained within JSTOR.

A search of BIBSYS for a journal title, finds that there are many journals with the words “nineteenth century” in the title, but not with the 1917 publication date.  So I decided to search an older library than UiTø’s.  Queen’s University, in my home town in Canada, started in the 1840s, and they have a complete collection of old journals.  Searching their library, I located the journal Nineteenth Century with volume 81 being dated 1917.  

So I email my son to go to the university library, xerox copy the article for me, and then scan it and send it to me as a .jpg file.  

Finally, I have Grundy’s 1917 article, and I have his autobiography, and I am ready to start writing.

It took me another 5 hours of writing to do three drafts of the following paper.  I have submitted it to the political psychology newsletter.

On 19. March 2002, this brief biography of Grundy was published by 

ISPP News: International Society for Political Psychology, 15 (1), 6-7.  See:

http://ispp.org/publications/isppnews/isppnewssp04.html  SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1
G. B. Grundy’s 1917 proposal for political psychology:

“A science which has yet to be created”
By  Floyd W. Rudmin,

Email: frudmin@psyk.uit.no
Prepared 24 February 2004 

for submission to 

ISPP News: International Society of Political Psychology
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G. B. Grundy’s 1917 proposal for political psychology:

“A science which has yet to be created”
Abstract


G. B. Grundy (1861-1948) was an Oxford historian who proposed in 1917 that there should be a sub-discipline of history called “political psychology,” which he defined as the psychology of men acting in masses.  Such a science would have its greatest utility in preventing international wars that arise from mistaken beliefs about other peoples based on beliefs about ourselves.

Introduction

The field of political psychology is usually conceived to be an interdisciplinary hybrid of psychology and political science.  As shown in the following tabulations of “political psychology” articles and books in PsycINFO, it is also conceived to be a relatively new field of study:




   YEARS

HITS

1881-1900:

    0

1901-1920:

    3

1921-1940:

    8

1941-1960:

    9

1961-1980:

  37

1981-2000:

838

The purpose of this brief report is to disrupt these usual conceptions of political psychology by presenting an account from 1917 of G. B. Grundy’s proposal that political psychology be developed within the academic discipline of history.


George Beardoe Grundy (1861-1948) was an Oxford historian specialized in the military history of ancient Greece and Rome, with further scholarship on Saxon law and political culture.  According to Grundy’s (1945) autobiography, he was born and raised in Cheshire, then a rural suburb of Liverpool.  His family were of the “gentlemen class”, mostly priests, teachers, and merchants.  He himself began teaching at age 16.  At the relatively old age of 27, he entered Brasenose College, Oxford.  In 1902, he was awarded Doctor of Letters.  In 1903, he was elected Fellow and tutor of ancient history at Corpus Christi College, Oxford, where he served the remainder of his academic career.  

Political Psychology

In January, 1917, at the height of World War I, Grundy published a proposal entitled, “Political psychology: A science which has yet to be created.”  The opening paragraph argued thus:

“Those who are acquainted with history, and especially those who are by profession teachers of the subject, will recognize that this present War, and the circumstances which have preceded and accompanied it, have brought into prominence a new department of historical science, political psychology, the psychology, that is to say, not of the individual, but of men acting in masses.  The mass may vary from a very small company of individuals to the millions of a modern nation” (Grundy, 1917, p. 155).

National behaviour, he argued, could be understood as the product of the inherited qualities and sentiments of human nature, further shaped by national education policies and by the unique circumstances of each nation’s historical experiences. 


He argued that many modern woes are caused by governments conceiving theories of political psychology for their own population, and then generalizing those theories to other nations.  Thus, a government can engage in “experiments of the most terrible nature on process of testing political theories which it believes to be sound” (Grundy, 1917, p. 158).  For example, fearful nations feel the effects of fear on themselves and therefore misconceive that fear can be used to terrorize others into submission and into accepting peace at any price.  Such faulty political psychology, he argued, is likely in societies that have focussed education on sciences, to the neglect of humanities:

“Real-politik is science in its most ruthless form translated into political life. . . But this real-politik is only an old friend who has masqueraded in the past under various aliases such as ‘Might is Right’ or ‘the End justifies the Means’ and so forth.  Being criminal, he has a penchant for a change of name.” (Grundy, 1917, p. 163).

Grundy would thus be opposed to a political psychology dominated by Popperian theory and quantitative methods, devoid of contact with the disciplines of the humanities:

“Is it really advisable from the point of view of the practical interests of the State that the ‘humanities’ should be thrust back into obscurity in the system of European education?  They are the only educational means by which the national mind can be made to recognize the claims of foreigners abroad, and of minorities at home, to that sympathetic treatment without which each nation must live in a state of armed watchfulness against its neighbors outside and against oppressed elements within it” (Grundy, 1917, p. 163).

Grundy (1917, p. 170) closed his essay with the hope that political psychology would be able to decrease the frequency of wars waged out of ignorance of human psychology:

“Political psychology is, as has already been said, a science which has yet to be created.  When it is established in something like a scientific form, not by the works of doctrinaire philosophers, but by compilation from the experience of those who are acquainted with the souls of their own and of other nations, there will be a good hope that those wars  –and they are many– which are due to national and international ignorance may not in the future play the part which they have played in past history.”

Conclusion

Grundy’s 1917 proposal was far from the first consideration of political psychology.  The expression “political psychology” had appeared in a London Times editorial in 1860, and in a New York Times book review in 1891.  The first conception of “political psychology” as an academic discipline probably should be credited to Adolf Bastian for his 1860 book Der Mensch in der Geschichte [Man in History], volume three of which was entitled, Politische Psychologie [Political Psychology].  Émile Boutmy (1901; 1902; 1904) was also writing on political psychology well before it became an academic topic in the English-speaking world.


Nevertheless, we would do well to heed Grundy’s 1917 argument that science itself may be a danger to political psychology, if the result is useful information that is amenable to the pragmatic practices of real-politik.  Political psychology needs the moral tones and foreign perspectives found in history, literature, languages and the other humanities. 
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